
  

President’s Message 

September 2015 

Greetings!  

We have a busy schedule ahead of us this fall. 

As one of the hosts for “On the Same Page Musk-

ingum” we kicked off the program on September 6 

at the Mathews House with a free concert by the 

Wayfarers, a local group who plays music from an 

earlier time period. Zane Grey, as portrayed by his-

torian Chris Hart, appeared at this first event and will 

appear at the Stone Academy on September 26 

from 6:00-8:00 pm.  Please join us in reading books 

written by Zane Grey.  

 “On The Same Page Muskingum” focuses on 

the books of Zane Grey and his biography written 

by Thomas Pauley. Please join us in reading these 

books. All events are associated with On the Same 

Page Muskingum are free.  

In October, the Bicentennial Farms of Musk-

ingum County will be celebrated. These include the 

Wilbur and Betty Rambo Farm, the McGee Family 

Farm, the Joseph Burwell Farm and the Tunis Family 

Farms. The celebration will take place October 3, 

2015 at the Tunis Family Farms at 5640 Baughman 

Rd. Zanesville from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. Many 

groups will participate in this gathering and have 

exhibits available. For more information on any of 

our events please check our web site at 

www.muskingumhistory.org or call 740-454-9500 dur-

ing regular business hours.  

Jim Geyer has been working on these programs 

and projects since spring and has devoted many 

hours to preparation. Mitch Taylor made sure the 

Mathews House was ready for many visitors during 

our open house on September 6, and volunteers 

have been working to make sure the grounds are 

looking great. The Master Gardeners have the 

Mathews Gardens looking beautiful. Hopefully eve-

rything is ready to go for these events. 

As always, we appreciate the financial support 

of our members who make events like the above 

possible. These types of events help our community 

to appreciate our historical and cultural back-

ground in the Muskingum County area. 

 

Respectfully yours, 

 

Bob Jenkins,  PRESIDENT, PIONEER & HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

HISTORICALLY SPEAKING 
September 2015 

The Newsletter of the Pioneer & Historical Society of Muskingum County 

MUSEUMS OF THE PIONEER &  
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

OF 
MUSKINGUM COUNTY 

 
The Stone Academy Historic Site & Museum 

115 Jefferson Street 
Zanesville, Ohio 

 

Dr. Increase Mathews House Museum 
304 Woodlawn Avenue 

Zanesville, Ohio 
 

Both museums are open by appointment October 
though April. Regular hours will resume May 1. 

 
To schedule a tour, call the museum office at the Stone 

Academy at 740 454-9500 or contact us through our 
website www.Muskingumhistory.org. 

 
Like us on Facebook 

 

http://www.muskingumhistory.org
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It’s safe to assume that most organizations 

like P&HS are made up of people who care about 

their community and want to make a lasting impact. 

However, historical societies and museums often 

find themselves engaged in practices that do more 

harm than good. When seemingly appropriate cus-

toms and traditions are contrary to an organization’s 

stated purpose, or detrimental to its collection, the 

organization risks doing irreparable harm. In this 

issue of Historically Speaking, and the next, I’ll dis-

cuss some of those practices. The title of this article 

and much of the information comes from the Local 

History Notebook, a publication of the Local History 

Office of the Ohio History Connection. 

 

Allowing Board Members to Serve Indefinitely 

Many governing boards do not have a policy 

regarding board rotation. Others have policies that 

are not enforced.  It’s hard to argue against retaining 

talented, knowledgeable, or dedicated trustees. A 

reluctance to hurt the feelings of long-time support-

ers and cohorts is understandable. One naturally 

hesitates to change something that seems to be 

working – “if it’s not broken, don’t fix it.”  

But the literature on this is pretty clear. The 

well-being of the organization should take prece-

dence over considerations about individuals. In his 

article, “The Board of Trustees: Bane or Blessing”, 

fund raising expert Olan Hendrix points out that, “It 

is a truism that a board of trustees can make or 

break an institution.” He goes on to say that people 

falsely assume that “because someone is able to con-

tribute today, that person will also be able to con-

tribute tomorrow.” 

What sort of written policy is recommended? 

An effective policy should allow museum boards to 

bring in new people with new ideas. A system to ro-

tate members off the board should be included. This 

may relieve a member who wants to off the board 

but doesn’t want to appear disloyal. It also signals 

the membership and the community that the organi-

zation is not governed by a private club. Such a sys-

tem may also attract community leaders who would 

prefer to serve for a specified time. 

(P&HS trustees serve three-year terms. Even 

though the number of terms is not limited only six 

current board members were serving when I became 

director ten years ago.) 

 

Accepting All Donations 

Some museums never refuse gifts to their col-

lections. They don’t want to hurt feelings or for the 

word to get out that they are too particular about 

what they accept. Another reason is that the donor 

might be a member or prominent in the community. 

The rationale is the hope that more appropriate do-

nations, or even monetary contributions, will come 

later if the item is accepted.  

Patricia Miller, director of the Illinois Heritage 

Association, says “this is wrong thinking.” She goes 

on to point out that “a museum must think through 

its purpose – its reason for being.  

This requires formulating a mission that in-

cludes defining the scope of the collection. Marie 

Malaro, in A Legal Primer on Managing Museum Col-

lections, discusses the importance of a collection man-

agement policy that defines the collection’s scope. 

Written guidelines about what to accept should be 

adhered to. Accepting inappropriate items does not 

enhance the museum’s stature in the community but 

rather the opposite. Over time the museum risks ac-

quiring a reputation as a “Grandma’s Attic”.  Time 

and money are wasted caring for items outside the 

collection’s scope and valuable space is used to dis-

play and store items that do not help the organiza-

tion fulfill its purpose. “A museum is judged by its 

collections. Their possession accounts for its exist-

ence; their character determines its worth.” - Carl E. 

Guthe in The Managements of Small History Muse-

ums. Guthe goes on to point out that holding a collec-

tion of significant and valuable objects in trust for 

the public sets a museum apart from other nonprofit 

organizations.  

 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 

Probably Not a Good Idea 
Jim Geyer, Museum Director  
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 (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 

 
The P&HS Collections Policy and other governing docu-

ments are available on our website – 

www.muskingumhistory.org/About_Us. You can also ob-

tain a written copy by calling the office at 740-454-9500. 

 

“Repairing” Items in the Collection 

Altering historical objects to make them look new 

may have irreversible effects. The historical record of an 

object is part of its life story. Robert F. McGiffin, Jr. in Fur-

niture Care and Conservation offers advice for well-meaning 

restorers: “Scholars have long been aware that each arti-

fact is unique. When an artifact, or any part of it, is de-

stroyed, a part of the history is lost and can never be re-

covered…. Furniture created for utilitarian purposes in a 

living environment, predictably undergoes strains, dents, 

burns, and assorted abrasions, and each occasion is a rec-

ord of the object’s use…. I believe that sanding or scrap-

ping away such dents and burns destroys forever an im-

portant part of any wooden artifact.” 

In the December issue I’ll discuss three other com-

mon practices that may end up doing more harm than 

good:  Wearing Items from the Clothing Collection, Exhibit-

ing All the Collection, and Renting Out the Museum. As al-

ways, if you have questions, comments, or concerns call or 

send an email. I look forward to hearing from you.  

 

ON THE SAME PAGE MUSKINGUM 

KICKS OFF AT DOC’S HOUSE 
In one of her Washington Post columns in 2002, 

Mary McGrory wrote about the efforts of the Wash-

ington DC public library to bring different races and 

economic classes together by having everyone 

read the same book. As McGrory put it, “The idea is 

that the city that opens the same book closes it in 

greater harmony.” Muskingum County does not 

have the same fractious communities that exist in 

the major cities but the idea that all of us reading 

the same book can give us a common ground is 

the spirit behind On the Same Page Muskingum. 

Rather than go with just one book, OTSPM decided 

on several books by or about one author, Zanesville 

native Zane Grey. Books on the reading list are 

Grey’s novels Riders of the Purple Sage, Betty Zane 

and The Young Forester and the biography Zane 

Grey: His Life, His Adventures, His Women by Thom-

as Pauly. 

The two month long reading program started 

off with a bang with a program on the lawn of the 

Dr. Increase Mathews House Museum on Septem-

ber 6.  

There had been a brief period of thunder in the 

afternoon but by 6:00 the threat of inclement 

weather had passed and The Wayfarers took to an 

improvised stage on the Mathews House steps. The 

Wayfarers are a local roots music string band that is 

rapidly establishing a following outside this area 

with recent gigs in Kentucky and Mississippi. Follow-

ing their first set, Zane Grey himself, in the form of 

living historian Chris Hart, greeted the audience 

and spoke of his experience in returning to the city 

of his birth in 1921. Grey was feted by local dignitar-

ies and was able to tour the house on Converse 

Avenue in which he was born in 1872. This was 

Hart’s second appearance as Grey and he will re-

turn on September 26. 

The Wayfarers started out their second set with 

their original composition “Old Muskingum”, a pae-

an to the Muskingum River and surrounding area. 

The music video, available on YouTube, has many 

pictures taken from the P&HS Facebook page. 

There was cowboy corn hole and the decorat-

ing of cowboy cookies for the kids. Food was avail-

able throughout the evening from the food wag-

ons of Ditty’s Downtown Deli and The Treehouse. 

Members of the Muskingum County Youth Founda-

tion provided help by manning tables and register-

ing visitors for drawings.  

 

The Wayfarers at the Dr. Increase Mathews House 

http://www.muskingumhistory.org
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ZANE GREY RETURNS TO ZANESVILLE 

On March 29, 1921, Zane Grey returned to the 

city of his birth for a visit. The Grey family left Za-

nesville when Zane was 17 years old and with an 

uncertain future ahead of him. He returned as a 

successful author whose novels were already be-

ing turned into motion pictures. He was honored at 

a noon Rotary meeting and with a dinner at the 

Masonic Temple. The following day the Times Re-

corder gave a complete accounting of the day’s 

activities. Even though the dinner was meant to 

honor Grey,  much of the speechifying centered 

on that marvel of the universe—Zanesville. Due to 

space limitations we had to leave out the booster-

ism and Babbittry in the print edition of this newslet-

ter  but we print the article here in its entirety  

 

 

ZANESVILLE PAYS WORTHY 

TRIBUTE 
Gifted Novelist Is Honored By Proud 

Home-Town Folk 
 

Zanesville’s distinguished son, Zane Grey, was the guest 

of honor Tuesday evening at one of the most notable gather-

ings in the history of the city. Under the auspices of the Rota-

ry club a dinner was given in the Masonic temple ball room at 

which the covers were laid for 214—taxing to the utmost the 

capacity of the hall. The best of Zanesville’s sons and daugh-

ters were present to greet this man, who, going out from his 

hometown in his early youth, has done more than any other 

man to make this city famous, and the most modest and unas-

suming man at this great gathering was Zane Grey himself. 

J.W. Knapp, president of the Rotary club, was toastmas-

ter, and the invocation was by the Rev. Thomas Taylor Craw-

ford, pastor of Grace Methodist Episcopal church. The musi-

cal numbers were by Miss Mary Ankney of Dayton, who gave 

two selections, and the Commandery quartet composed of A. 

Clyde Reasoner, Charles Duvall, Albert T. Atwell and Herbert 

Mercer, who gave three selections, “Until”, “A Winter Song”, 

and “Japanese Sand Man.” Miss Ruth Kappes played the ac-

companiments. The closing number was “America” in which 

the whole audience joined. 

A reading by Miss Louise Anderson, the talented young 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. F. Anderson, was an interesting 

feature of the event. She gave a dramatic interpretation of 

“Gold”, a poem by Sister Monica, of the Brown county con-

vent, a sister of Mrs. H. T. Sutton and Mrs. Florence Lynn, of 

this city. Miss Anderson, who will accompany Mr. Grey to his 

home in California, is planning to do interpretive work either 

in the movies or on the stge. 

 

The Addresses 
Mr. Knapp was an ideal toastmaster and in a most felici-

tous manner presented the speakers, who were Attorney H. E. 

Buker, L. H. Gibson and Mrs. Orville N. Townsend. “This”, 

said Mr. Knapp, “is the end of a perfect day- not of a gloomy 

day, but of a pleasant grey day.” In presenting Mr. Buker, he 

referred to his patriotic work during the long years of the war, 

during which he spent himself in drives and other war relief 

work. 

Mr. Buker, who has the distinction of having read every 

one of Zane Grey’s books, told on his opening remarks of his 

disappointment in Mr. Grey, when his met him face to face. 

He said that he had expected to see a big man, in flannel shirt, 

with his trousers tucked in the tops of his boots, striding down 

the middle of Main street, loaded down with arsenal, and 

shooting up the town at every corner. And, he added, “I don’t 

like his books either—they make me sit up too late at night.” 

He said that “The Man of the Forest” was the last of Grey’s 

books he had read—and this he reluctantly put aside at 2:30 

o’clock in the morning. 

“A Toast to Zanesville” was Mr. Buker’s subject—and he 

started out by describing an ideal city. He had not got very far 

along in his address until the audience recognized the city—

which was no other than Zanesville. He described the beauti-

ful environs of the city, her churches with their lofty spires, 

the public schools and, best of all, the homes of the people. 

He gave in detail the elements that go to make up an ideal city 

and concluded by saying “Zanesville is the best city of its size 

in the state—the best city of its size in the nation—the best that 

ever was, or ever will be, and in this the whole assemblage con-

curred. 

 

Her Industries 
Mr. Knapp, in presenting Louis H. Gibson, whose toast 

was “To Her Industries and Profession,” declared that Mr. 

Gibson is a keen student of Zanesville and alert in her inter-

ests. 

“Industries,” said Mr. Gibson, “is a dry subject, and I 

cannot understand why anyone should give me a dry subject.” 

This remark caused much laughter. 

 
(continued on page 5) 
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(continued from page 4) 

Again referring to his subject, Mr. Gibson declared that 

there is no poetry in industry—there are no babbling brooks 

and whispering leaves, as in Mr. Grey’s calling. We even walk 

on our products, he said, as we’d go down street, referring to 

our brick-making industry, He called attention to the fact that 

Zanesville can make something pretty out of mud—and told of 

the decorative art that finds its way into practically every home. 

He described the wealth that lies underground in the vast coal 

areas of the county, and said that it is estimated that there are 

four billions tons of coal unmined in Muskingum county—

“enough to keep the fires going where we like to consign our 

enemies,” he humorously added. Mr. Gibson told of the hu-

man element of Zanesville industries—where employers are 

learning to play with their employees, for where people play 

well together they work well together. He told of Zanesville’s 

ability to withstand financial depression saying that only 600 

men were out of employment during the recent panic. In 

speaking of Zanesville professions, he said that Zanesville had-

n’t as many professions as she has accomplishments. She 

doesn’t profess as much as she does, Mr. Gibson called atten-

tion to the fact that Mr. Buker had overlooked our winding 

rivers in his descriptions of Zanesville’s environs—and added: 

“I think so much of these winding rivers I want to connect 

them with the lake by way of a barge canal.” 

 

Mrs. O. N. Townsend 
In saying that so far as the local addresses are concerned 

that the best of the wine was reserved for the last of the feast is 

no reflection on the talks preceding that given by Mrs. Orville 

N. Townsend, whose toast was “To the Men and Women of 

Zanesville—Where’er They Live.” In presenting Mrs. Town-

send, Mr. Knapp called attention of her leadership in Red 

Cross work and her initiative in getting up the memorable Red 

Cross parade—and back of that her generalship in the work of 

the Tenth Legion, which made the building of Grace church 

possible. 

“For these reasons,” said Mr. Knapp, “Mrs. Townsend 

had unusual recognition even before women had suffrage, and 

that is why I have asked her to represent Zanesville’s women 

on this program tonight.” 

Mrs. Townsend, always a magnetic speaker, outclassed 

herself last evening. She was brilliant, eloquent and witty. An 

ovation was given her at the conclusion of her address when 

the audience arose as one man and cheered. It was an unusual 

demonstration and worthily given. 

“Samuel Johnson,” said Mrs. Townsend, “once said to 

Boswell that a woman speaking in public always reminded him 

of a dog walking on two legs—the wonder was not that the dog 

did it well, but that he did it at all. So I wonder at your temeri-

ty in asking me, and my own temerity in speaking.” 

The subject was a timely one, for Mrs. Townsend is inter-

ested in the men and women of Zanesville, and through her 

knowledge of the famous ones she was able to recall them “one 

by one.” “It was”, she said, “due to Mr. Ohl, who in a story in 

the Saturday Evening Post, said that if one were fishing in Swit-

zerland, bathing at Palm Beach or sailing to Nome, the man 

next to him would be from Zanesville.” 

“Picture,” she said, “What these illustrious sons and 

daughters might do for Zanesville if their aptitudes were 

turned loose here at home. Wouldn’t it be great to have Cass 

Gilbert and Alfred Granger make our homelife and civic life 

flower into the perfection of beauty that would blend with the 

God-built dome above us—the buttresses of the hills about us—

and our flowing rivers? To have Ralph Mershon and Walter 

Aston assume the Cyclopean task of placing the possibilities of 

our surroundings in the hands of our children. To bring from 

earth’s cellars the rich deposits—to stem the wild forces of our 

occasional floods and to bring the water power under the yoke 

of industry? Imagine Zane Grey, Elizabeth Robins, Hugh Wiley 

and Wilbur Fauley writing books about us—Howard Chandler 

Christy illustrating us—Charles Gebest setting us to music—

with Otis Harlan, Chauncey Olcott, Harry Bulger and Billie 

Burke to make us laugh. Think of the brother stars Bob and 

Harry Wolfe, to publish our interests aided by William Dillon, 

newsprint broker; with John Voll, who takes his share of the 

atlas burden of holding labor in a position where it may be 

man’s throne and God’s footstool. Then Zanesville would re-

spond heart and soul in beneficent action when Raymond 

Robins, peerless orator, having traveled to the world’s end on 

errands of sympathy and philanthropy came home and with 

genius of tongue and pen would bring us clarified judgment 

and understanding of our duty to far-separated peoples. 

“And, oh yes, we’d have a job for Billy Burns—make him 

chairman of the “sneak and smell” committee between Cam-

bridge and Newark; and Charles Marvin could tell us when to 

go in out of the rain. Then, if the man from Zanesville fished 

in Switzerland, bathed in Palm Beach or fell out of a balloon at 

Moose factory—he’d only to mention where he lived to be feted 

and dined.” 

“With this galaxy of stars the prescient prophetic ones 

who join in the home-coming of our ‘Wild Fire’, Zane Grey, 

we’ll set between the hills, I prophesy for you, a hundred thou-

sand happy souls in nineteen-thirty-two.” 

 
(continued on page 6) 
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(continued from page 5) 

Zane Grey 
The last speaker of the evening was the guest of honor, 

Zane Grey, “read of all men,” who was too modest to make a 

formal address. Mr. Grey declared that he had kept pretty good 

control of himself during all this wonderful welcoming, until 

late in the afternoon when he was greeted with the cheers and 

yells of 3,000 school children at the Weller theater—then some-

thing seemed to happen and he hadn’t been able to express 

himself since. Mr. Grey has a keen appreciation of the cordiali-

ty with which he has been welcomed “back home” and will 

carry with him many pleasant recollections of this visit here. 

Much of the credit of the success of the community din-

ner last night and of the other formal events for Mr. Grey is 

due the president and past presidents of the Rotary club as 

follows: J. W. Knapp, Roy Dodd, Roy Vandevere, William 

Deacon, Caldwell Brown, Alva Rea and John Hemmer. 

 

Film for School Pupils 
All schools in the city were dismissed early Tuesday after-

noon in order that the pupils might have the opportunity to 

pay their respects to the noted author at a meeting held in the 

Weller theater. A half hour before the meeting was scheduled 

to start the theater was jammed with youngsters, and nearly 

1,000 were unable to gain admission. 

Prof. J. H. Mason, principal of the high school, intro-

duced Mr. Grey to the young folks, and he made a very brief 

address to them in which he stated that he would gladly lend 

his assistance to any of them who aspired go become a writer.  

A photoplay, “The Desert of Wheat,” produced from the 

theme of one his books and brought to this city for the express 

purpose of providing an afternoon of entertainment for the 

school “kiddies” was then thrown on the screen and proved 

highly entertaining and interesting to the mass of youngsters. 

 

Honored By Rotarians 
On a motion made by L. H. Gibson, Zane Grey was 

unanimously named an honorary member of the local Rotary 

club at the dinner held Tuesday noon. John Hemmer, past 

president of the Rotary club, conferred the honor on Mr. Grey 

at the request of Roy Dodd, acting chairman. 

After making Mr. Grey a Rotarian, the members of the 

club, led by Clyde Reasoner, snag a number of rousing songs, 

one of which was “What’s the Matter with Zane Grey? He’s All 

Right.” Miss Ruth Kappes presided at the piano. 

The principal speaker at the meeting was Rotarian Frank 

Boggs, president of the Newark Rotary club, who instructed 

Mr. Grey in the teachings of Rotary. He explained the six 

points of Rotary and urged the newly elected member to live 

up to the teachings of the club and he would be successful 

always. 

During the meeting President James W. Knapp gave an 

interesting report on the district conference of Rotary held 

during the past week in Cleveland and told of the great work 

being accomplished by the Rota-

ry clubs in the United States. 

Zane Grey was greeted with en-

thusiasm on all sides by the mem-

bers of the Rotary club. He was 

not called upon for an address 

but each member referred to him 

in a complimentary manner 

whenever called upon for a talk. 

Mr. Grey seemed to greatly enjoy 

the luncheon given in his honor. 

 

—Zanesville Times Recorder 

March 30, 1921 

Zane Grey in 1921, standing in front of the house on Convers Avenue in which he was born.  An upstairs  
porch was added later. 
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WE WELCOME BRYAN BLAU 

We are pleased to announce an addition to 

the staff at the Pioneer and Historical Society. Bry-

an Blau started his one year period of employment 

on September 1. Bryan comes to us at no cost to 

the Society as part of the Ohio History Service 

Corps, a program administered by the Ohio History 

Connection as part of the federally funded Ameri-

corps. Bryan will spend half of his time on projects 

directly related to the P&HS and half of his time 

working with other non-profits in OLHA District 10. 

Bryan will not take on duties currently being per-

formed by our present staff and volunteers but will 

find new ways that we can accomplish our mission 

of celebrating and preserving the history of Musk-

ingum County. 

We have asked Bryan to write a few words to 

introduce himself to the community. 

 

 

Hello, 

  My name is Bryan Blau and I am the local 

representative for AmeriCorps and the Ohio History 

Service Corps. I am very excited to start working 

with our community. History has always been a 

great interest of mine. My family has been a part of 

this country’s history since before the Revolutionary 

War. One of my Great Grandfathers, Zachariah Tay-

lor, fought in The Battle Of Bunker Hill. I am a firm 

believer in knowing where you’re from in order to 

know where you are headed. I am a graduate of the 

Scripps College of Communications at Ohio Universi-

ty with a Bachelor of Science for Organizational 

Communications.  I signed up for AmeriCorps be-

cause I believe that spending a year in service to my 

community is a great way to gain practical real world 

experience while doing good work. My host site is 

The Stone Academy; while I will be dedicating time 

there, I will also be an available resource for our 

community’s non-profit organizations. I will be as-

sessing their needs and seeing where I can best use 

my skills to have a lasting and beneficial impact. So, 

feel free to stop by the Stone Academy to say hello or 

if you have any questions, feel free to email me!  

Bryan Blau  

Americorps /Ohio History Service Corp Volunteer 

bb211012@ohio.edu 

  

 

PIONEER & HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

OF MUSKINGUM COUNTY BOARD 

OF TRUSTEES and OFFICERS 

Bob Jenkins, president 

Jerry Simeral, vice-president 

Janet James, secretary 

Donna Taylor, treasurer 

 Morten Bach         Ann Burkhart 

 Gary Felumlee           Floyd Felumlee 

 Alan King          Stephanie Kline 

 John Lear                    Jim McDonald 

 Mitch Taylor              Sandy Turner 

 Mike Willey               Tina Wickline 

  

Jim Geyer, Museum Director 

Mitch Taylor, Curator 

mailto:bb211012@ohio.edu
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FROM TABLETS OF CLAY TO 0s AND 

1s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The ancient Babylonians discovered a great 

way to preserve written documents when they 

made cuneiform impressions on clay tablets. The 

Essenes of Qumran wrote on scrolls of vellum and 

papyrus and some are still readable after 2000 

years. Modern high-acid newsprint will turn yellow 

and brittle after a few days in the sun.  

Early phonographs by Edison and Berliner 

brought orchestras into private homes. Later im-

provements in fidelity and portability brought us 

stereo records, 8 track tapes, cassettes and now 

CDs. Despite the acclaim that greeted each of 

these when they were introduced, it is now difficult 

to find a player for any except the CD and they 

are rapidly giving way to streaming services. 

The point of all this is that communications 

methods change and old approaches become 

obsolete with time. The P&HS has been issuing 

printed newsletters off and on since the 1940s with 

the current format being in use for about 15 years. 

These newsletters have served their purpose well 

but new technologies are making printed newslet-

ters as obsolete as cuneiform tablets or Edison cyl-

inders. We have been mailing newsletter to all of 

our members including those who also receive the 

email edition. This will change in 2016 as we will try 

to change all of our members to a newsletter de-

livered via the internet. 

Printing and mailing newsletter costs the Soci-

ety about $115 per issue in addition to time spent 

folding, sealing, labeling and preparing mailings. 

More importantly, going digital allows us to give 

you a better product. For example, in this edition 

we reprinted a Times Recorder article from 1921 

that told of Zane Grey’s return to Zanesville. We 

had to leave out part of the article in the print ver-

sion but used the whole article in the digital news-

letter. Digital newsletters allow us to illustrate arti-

cles with color photographs, we aren’t restricted 

to an even number of pages and we can time 

delivery to events happening at our museums. 

If you have not been receiving the newsletter 

via email please give us your address by using the 

Contact Us tab on our website, Muskingumhisto-

ry.org. In addition to our members, we have been 

sending the newsletter to organizations in our 

community and in the museum community. These 

groups are invited to send us their email addresses, 

also. 

We realize that not everyone has an email 

account and we will continue to mail printed 

newsletters to those people. The transition might 

be a little rough as we work out all of the details so 

please bear with us and let us know how you feel 

about the change. 
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Many of you would enjoy the exhibition “Early Visions of Oho, 1765-1865”  which will be at the Decorative Arts Center of 

Ohio in Lancaster from now until December 31. Three items from the P&HS collection are on loan to this exhibit: a drawing of 

the front elevation of the 1809 courthouse/statehouse, a drawing of the Y bridge by Elizabeth Buckingham, and the litho-

graph “View of Zanesville and Putnam” by Edward Sachse, 1853 For more information go to www.decartsohio.org. 

 

Living historian Chris Hart portraying 

Zane Grey at the Increase Mathews 

House on September 6. 

 

The gardens at the Mathews House were in great shape for the OTSPM 

opening this month thanks to the attention given them by the Muskingum 

County Master Gardeners. The sundial was a new addition this year. 

Photos that first appeared on our Facebook page. Like us on Facebook to receive regular postings of photos 

and documents from our archives and news on upcoming events.  
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