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IN THIS CORNER… 
When Greco-Roman wrestling champion Wil-

liam Muldoon and heavyweight boxing title con-

tender Charley Mitchell came to Zanesville in 1885 

we would expect some Mayhem on the Musk-

ingum as the two sparred off. What the citizens of 

Zanesville got instead was an acclaimed minstrel 

show. 

Charley Mitchell of Birmingham, England, 

boxed both gloved and bare-knuckled against the 

leading pugilists of the day. In 1883 Mitchell decked 

John L. Sullivan in a match and in 1883 he was ar-

rested by French authorities following an epic two 

hour match with Sullivan that resulted in a bloody 

draw. 

William Muldoon of New York state became 

the Greco-Roman wrestling world champion in 

1880. He also appeared on stage as an actor and 

following his active wrestling career became well 

known as a trainer and physical culturist. 

In August 1885 they came to Zanesville as 

part of the traveling black-face minstrel show of 

McNish, Johnson & Slavin to open the season at the 

Schultz Opera House. All three Zanesville newspa-

pers reported on their success as they toured 

across America prior to reaching town, a move 

that we suspect was more hidden advertising than 

news reporting.  

The Zanesville Signal quoted the Wheeling 

Register saying Bill McAllister’s original song “Don’t 

Whisper So Loud” brought “yells of laughter and 

applause”, said that Frank McNeish’s “Silence and 

Fun” “brought down the house” and said that Wil-

liam Rice “kept the spectators in good humor” in his 

role as Esmeralda in the political satire “Cleveland’s 

Reception at Widow Mahone’s.” The Wheeling pa-

per and the Zanesville Courier both thought Nelsoni  
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(continued from page 1) 

the juggler was worthy of praise.  

When the troupe arrived on the train from 

Steubenville they were scheduled to “parade the 

principle streets.” Prices for the season opening 

performance were 25¢, 50¢ and 75¢. 

So what part did the world famous athletes 

play in this minstrelsy extravaganza? The Times Re-

corder quoted the Baltimore Sun saying “Muldoon 

and Mitchell, the well-known athletes, pose as an-

cient and modern statues.”  The Register via the 

Signal said the finest new feature of the troupe was 

“the representations of ancient and modern statu-

ary, introduced by Messrs. William Muldoon and 

Charles W. Mitchell.” Two of the world’s greatest 

athletes came together to stand on a stage and 

look pretty in various tableaux vivants. Fortunately 

for their reputations both men went on to more 

athletic endeavors. Mitchell had his aforemen-

tioned slug fest in the rain with John L Sullivan and 

in 1894 he lost a bid for the world heavyweight 

championship to James J. Corbett. Among Mul-

doon’s clients as trainer were Elbert Hubbard, The-

odore Dreiser and Nellie Bly. Following the legaliza-

tion of boxing in New York in 1921 he was appoint-

ed Chairman of the New York State Athletic Com-

mission. 

In their later years it is doubtful if either man 

remembered the evening he spent in Zanesville 

but the locals no doubt enjoyed the “galaxy of 

burnt cork artists” and the “refined and enjoyable 

performance” of two of the era’s most celebrated 

strongmen. 

 

 

N E W S  
The Dr. Increase Mathews House Museum will close 

for the season the last Sunday in September and the 

Stone Academy will close the last Saturday in Octo-

ber.  

Christmas will soon be upon us. Consider the gift of 

a Pioneer and Historical Society membership for 

friends with an interest in Muskingum County histo-

ry. We also have books on local history, crocks de-

picting the Stone Academy made by the now defunct 

Buckeye Stoneware, miniature crocks made by the 

now defunct Beaumont Bros Pottery and sidewalk 

pavers (great as doorstops, paperweights or for 

throwing at cats*) on sale at the shop in the Stone 

Academy.  

Work on the Stone Academy roof should be in pro-

gress by the time you receive this newsletter. We will 

try to keep you updated on the project by posting on 

our Facebook page. As noted in the Director’s report, 

the cost of the repairs has increased, so despite your 

great generosity and the grants we have received, we 

are applying for more grants.  It pains us to say this, 

but if you are in a generous mood, the tin cup is still 

out. 

Our Facebook following continues to grow. Social 

media gives us the opportunity to post photos in 

much higher quality than we can with this newsletter 

and in color. It is also an opportunity for you to com-

ment on our history. The more people we have en-

gaged, the more interesting the conversation can be-

come, so please join us. 

We are working on the Winter 2013 Muskingum Jour-

nal and have great hopes of getting it out before the 

year is over. In recent years the impediment to print-

ing has not been a lack of articles but a lack of money 

to pay the printer. If you (you as a person or you as a 

business) would like to sponsor an issue, in full or in 

part, please contact us. 

(*not an anti-feline statement but a reference to one Ignatz Mouse) 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

SEPTEMBER 2013 

 

Greetings from the Pioneer and Historical So-

ciety of Muskingum County.  We have had a good 

year so far with the 1913 Flood exhibit at John McIn-

tire Library in March. Our August presentation was 

well received by those in attendance.  Steve Ball, 

Civil War Musician and Historian, gave an excellent 

presentation on the music of that era but also histor-

ical insight into the Civil War song “Lorena” and its 

creation in Zanesville. Our next flood related activity 

will occur in the spring as we look at Zanesville six 

months after the great 1913 Flood and unveil the 

permanent 1913 Flood Exhibit at the Stone Acade-

my.  WHIZ has done us a wonderful favor by supply-

ing copies of their 1913 Flood DVDs to those who 

have desired them. John McIntire Library acted as 

the selling agent but the proceeds have gone to 

support our permanent exhibit, thus preserving an 

important part of our local history for future genera-

tions to enjoy. Zanesville’s recovery from the flood 

involved a lot of hard work and assistance from 

many people. That is not to say that there were not 

difficulties to be overcome, for they were numerous. 

We have been researching this time period for 

many months and have found considerable infor-

mation about the people that made up Zanesville 

in 1913 and our neighbors who came to our aid. 

Much of this will be discussed in our spring program. 

We are also planning now for our Christmas 

program at the Mathews House. Planning has been 

ongoing but will reach a new level of intensity as 

the fall and winter draw near. We hope to involve 

as many groups of the Putnam Community as possi-

ble in this celebration. All these events take a lot of 

time to plan, organize and carry out. Our volunteers 

have been outstanding in offering their assistance, 

and we owe them a great deal of thanks. 

 This fall finds us in the midst of a project to 

restore the roof of the Potwin addition of the Stone 

Academy.  After one hundred and seventy years 

the roof rafters have started to sag where the two 

buildings meet, not an unexpected event. This has 

resulted in a leak in the ceiling of the Trustees Room.  

In order to correct the problem the slate must be 

removed as well as the rough-sawn boards on the 

roof.  The old roof supports must be repaired and 

new ones added next to them to support the roof in 

the future.  Then new substrate must be put on and 

finally the slate must be put back and repaired as 

necessary. Just getting contractors to bid on the 

project has not been easy. Many are afraid of what 

they might find once the project gets underway. 

Working with slate is always difficult, time consuming 

and requires considerable knowledge and skill. We 

have faith that our contractor will do an excellent 

job from our past experience with them.  Jim Geyer 

has been successful in securing a matching grant 

from the Ohio Historical Society that will cover much 

of the work on the roof.  In order to take advantage 

of these grants, local funds must provide at least 

half of the cost of the project.  We wish to thank the 

many members who have contributed to this pro-

ject.  Without local assistance we would not be 

able to preserve and maintain these buildings for 

future generations. 

 

  Respectfully yours, 

 

Bob Jenkins, PRESIDENT PIONEER & HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

 

 

PIONEER & HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

OF MUSKINGUM COUNTY BOARD 

OF TRUSTEES 

Bob Jenkins, president 

Jerry Simeral, vice-president 

Janet James, secretary 

 Morten Bach         Lloyd Barnes 

 Ann Burkhart            Gary Felumlee          

 Floyd Felumlee          Alan King          

 Stephanie Kline         John Lear                   

 Jim McDonald            Mitch Taylor             

 Mike Willey               Tina Wickline 

  

Jim Geyer, Museum Director 

Mitch Taylor, Curator 
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STONE ACADEMY ROOF PROJECT 

Our Request for Proposals was sent to five contractors with proven experience working on historic buildings.  

Lepi Enterprises, Inc. of Zanesville submitted the low bid and was selected by the Society’s trustees as con-

tractor for the roof work. Their references included several projects for the Ohio Historical Society as well the 

exterior renovations on the Dr. Increase Mathews House completed in 2012.  

The trustees decided to include box gutter replacement as part of the project. Everyone agreed with the 

architect and contractor that the additional work was needed and that it would not be cost-effective to put 

it off until next year. Delaying the work would risk further water damage and require paying the contractor a 

second time to do the extensive set-up necessary to complete the work. 

Work is scheduled to start the week of September 9th with October 18th as the target date for completion, 

weather permitting. This is about three weeks later than our original schedule, but it is enough of a delay to 

cause us to re-think our plans for installing the new permanent flood exhibit (more on that below). We are 

also looking at a larger budget. Not only did we add to the scope of the project, but the bids were about 

$2,000 higher than the estimates. So what was a $16,000 plus project will now cost over $20,000. I have al-

ready submitted two additional grant applications for the needed “gap” funding. 

As always, if you have any questions or would like more information, do not hesitate to call the office at 454-

9500, or send an e-mail to phsomc@sbcglobal.net.  

THE HISTORY FUND 

The Stone Academy Roof Restoration Project is made possible in part by a grant from the Ohio Historical Soci-

ety’s History Fund. The History Fund is supported exclusively by voluntary donations of Ohio income tax re-

funds and designated gifts to the Ohio Historical Society. www.ohiohistory.org/historyfund  

With the passage of the new two-year state budget a threshold of $150,000 was established for the History 

Fund. If the total amount donated through the tax refund check-off falls below that threshold, that option will 

be removed as a funding source for the grant program.  Please support this program so that other historical 

organizations can benefit as we have. 

1913 FLOOD EXHIBIT 

The temporary exhibit commemorating the 100th anniversary of the 1913 Flood continues to be very popular 

with guests touring the Stone Academy. In addition to nearly 80 pictures of the flood and its aftermath, visitors 

can view the vignettes produced by WHIZ, the film by Gary Allen, and the photos from Tom Brown’s slide 

show.  

Planning for the new permanent exhibit is underway. Kurt Dreier (Dreier Design Group) is serving as design 

consultant for the project and Expressive Graphics will fabricate and install the exhibit. Ohio Historical Society 

Assistant Curator Lily Birkhimer is providing digital imaging services. Housed on the second floor of the Stone 

Academy’s 1840 addition, the new display will feature historic photographs, an interactive touch-screen ki-

osk, multi-media narratives, and artifacts from the flood. Our collection is limited to photos, books, postcards, 

and a medal. WE NEED MORE ARTIFACTS to include in the display. If you have an actual object or relic from 

the flood that you are willing to donate please let us know. If know someone who has something, encourage 

them to contact the Society.  

Updates 
Jim Geyer, Director 

mailto:phsomc@sbcglobal.net
http://www.ohiohistory.org/historyfund
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The new exhibit is possible because the 12 vignettes produced and aired in March were made available to 

the public by WHIZ on a DVD for a donation of $20. Over 300 DVDs were distributed generating more than 

$6,000 in donations for the new permanent exhibit.  

We want to make sure the roof work is complete and there are no leaks before proceeding with the installa-

tion and opening of the new exhibit.  Therefore, the opening of the exhibit, originally scheduled for October, 

has been pushed back to spring of 2014. 

TOURISM 

During the summer months we generally welcome many out-of-town travelers to our museums. Again this 

year, guests from all over Ohio, neighboring states, and from as far away as California toured the Stone 

Academy and Dr. Increase Mathews House. Totals for June were 53, July 123, and August 46. The July num-

ber was boosted by a couple of motor coach groups. The others were mostly couples or family groups.  

Three additional motor coach tours are scheduled for the Stone Academy in 2013 and two in December for 

the Dr. Increase Mathews House.  

 

Four cadets from Zanesville at Ohio State University, 1891-92. L-R: 
Ed Ungemach, Edgar Sedgwick, Walter Aston, Will Kappes. 

Three of several pictures we recently received from Norm Wilkinson of Whittier, California. Read the newslet-

ter on our website, Muskingumhistory.org, for higher resolution pictures. 

Y Bridge following the 1913 Flood. Looking west on W Main St from Pine St., flood of 
March 1910. 
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TAKE ME TO THE CORNER OF GWACK 

AND MOLÉ 

In 1934 the city of Zanesville renamed several 

city streets and renumbered some houses. This can 

lead to considerable confusion when looking at old 

addresses such as in a city directory or on an old 

envelope in the family archives and trying to deter-

mine the location of say, Lucy Avenue.  As difficult 

as it is for us today, it must have been chaos for the 

people living through the change. On November 

25, 1934, the Times Signal printed a list of the chang-

es which we will reprint here. 

 

Terrace District 

Lucy Ave. to Wilmer St. 

Frazeysburg Rd to Maple Ave. 

Carrie St. to Ada St. 

West Taylor St. to Taylor St. 

Arlington Ave. to Taylor St. 

Norwood Ave. to Edison Ave. 

Bailey Drive to Norwood Blvd. 

East South part of Norwood Blvd. 

   to McConnell Ave. 

Grandview Dr. to Caleb Dr. 

Hill St. to Edge St. 

Oak Lane to Edward Lane 

South Central Ave to Central Ave. 

Bailey Place to Abbey Place 

Parker St. Fairbanks St. 

Maple Court to Daniels Court 

East part of Culbertson Ave 

   to Findlay Ave. 

Belmont Ave. to Roosevelt Ave. 

 

West Main & Brighton 

West End Ave to State St. 

Forest Hill Ave to Amazon Hill Ave 

Belknap St. to Brighton Blvd. 

Hull St. to Lorain St. 

Pataskala St. to Parson Ave. 

Porter Ave. to Gray St. 

Eureka St & Reno Ave to Schaum Ave 

Carter St. to Stewart St. 

Springfield Ave. to Spangler Dr. 

Fisher & Long Sts to Bates St. 

West Muskingum Ave. to Muskingum Ave 

Dug Rd. to Muskingum Ave. 

Virginia St. from Luck Ave. to Cliff- 

   wood Ave to Nancy Ave. 

Guyman St. to Virginia St. 

Columbia St. to Sevall St. 

High St. to Bexley St. 

Jewell St. to Cabott St. 

 

Putnam District 

Woodall St. first street east of Pine St. 

    north off of Seborn Ave. to Wilson Ave. 

Webster Ave. to Federal Ave. 

Grant St. to Hoover St. 

 

East Side of River 

North Park Place to Earl Place 

Kelley St. to Howard St. 

Carter Lane to Mershon Lane 

Finley St. to Mershon Lane 

Highland St. to Canfield Road 

Branch St. to Orchard St. 

Downer St. to Bethesda St. 

Roe St. to Eighth St. 

Summit St. to Green St. 

Liberty Lane to Arcadia Lane 

Franklin Ave. to Bennett Ave. 

East Market St. to Market St. 

East Main St. to Main St. 

Locust Alley to Damon Alley 

Moorehead Alley to Damon Alley 

Fell St. to Glessner Ave. 

Mark St. to Danville St. 

St. John St. to Born St. 

Park Ave. to Arden Ave. 

 

Some of the changes eliminated a street 

name by  adding a street to an existing street such 

as when Branch Street, the diagonal street behind 

Maria Adornetto’s Restaurant was added to Or-

chard Street. Some changes eliminated duplicate 

names such as Bailey Place and Bailey Street or Lo-

cust Alley and Locust Street.  We are left wondering 

about some streets that have entirely disappeared. 

Born Street, Arden Avenue and Earl Place cannot 

be found on modern maps. 
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The annual meeting of the Pioneer and His-

torical Society will be held Tuesday November 12 at 

7:00 at the Stone Academy. All members of the 

Society are invited to attend. There will not be a 

program but the Director and committee chairmen 

will review the activities of the Society over the past 

year. There will be one item of new business: the 

members will be asked to approve a major revision 

to the Society’s Bylaws. 

There have been a few changes to the by-

laws during the last 30 years but it remains a prod-

uct of the 1970s when the Society first acquired the 

Dr. Increase Mathews House with some sections 

speaking to an even earlier time. Prior to 1970 the 

Society had a small collection housed in the Sol-

diers and Sailors Monumental Building and later in 

shared quarters at the Zanesville Art Institute. The 

main activities of the Society were afternoon lunch-

eons at which papers were read. The responsibili-

ties and opportunities associated with acquiring 

the Mathews Hose in 1970 and the Stone Academy 

in 1984 changed the work of the Society. The field 

of local history has also changed as it has become 

a recognized discipline with generally accepted 

ways of conducting business. During this time of 

change the bylaws kept one foot in the past. Some 

of the archaic language includes the responsibility 

of the Secretary to maintain “custody of the seal of 

the Society” (if we ever had a seal it has been miss-

ing for quite some time), the ability of the President 

to notify Trustees of a special meeting by “mail, tel-

ephone or telegraph” (we still use mail but the tele-

graph has been replaced by the internet) and au-

thorization for the issuance of new “membership 

certificates” to replace ones that are “alleged to 

have been destroyed or lost upon the making of 

an affidavit of that fact by the person claiming 

such certificate to be lost or destroyed” (if you lose 

your membership card we will replace it with no 

questions asked). 

The biggest change is to the stated purpose 

of the Society. The current “Perpetuating…the 

memory of the pioneers who settled in this section 

of the country” looks back to the Pioneer Society, a 

precursor of the Pioneer and Historical Society, 

whose members were the first pioneers of Musk-

ingum County. The memory of the pioneers will re-

main an important part of our work but we also 

preserve the history of those people who came lat-

er. Collecting “a museum of articles of historical 

interest” will also remain an important part of our 

mission but we now go beyond that with activities 

outside our museums and with our publications. 

Our new proposed purpose statement does 

a better job of explaining the work of a local histori-

cal society in the 21st century: 

 

The Pioneer and Historical Society of 
Muskingum County believes that an under-
standing and appreciation of our historic 
heritage is essential to maintaining a 
unique and meaningful identity as a com-
munity. The mission of the Society is to 
celebrate and preserve the history of Musk-
ingum County and its people and to assure 
that this legacy is passed on to future gen-
erations. Towards this end we will: educate 
and engage a diverse public through a vari-
ety of programs; maintain our museum 
buildings and collections; support re-
search; publish historical documents; and 
manage the society openly, ethically, and 
professionally. 

 

You may see the full text of the proposed re-

vision of the bylaws at our website, Muskingumhis-

tory.org. 
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TIME FOR THE PUTNAM GHOST WALKS 

The popular Putnam Ghost Walks will return this fall. Gary Felumlee, 

paranormal investigator and author of Ghosts in the Valley and Public 

Spirits of the Old Putnam District, will conduct the 1½ - 2 hours walks 

through the streets of the Putnam Historic District on October 18, 19, 25, and 26. All walks start at 

9:00 PM on the front porch of the Stone Academy, 115 Jefferson Street in Zanesville. The admission 

charge is $8 for adults and $5 for children 12 and younger with all proceeds going to the Pioneer and 

Historical Society. Bring your camera and ectoplasm detection 

device and hear tales of the spirits that still inhabit the passage-

ways and dwellings of Putnam. 

For more information or to confirm that a scheduled 

walk is still planned in the event of a particularly dark and 

stormy night, call the Society office at 454-9500 or check our 

website, Muskingumhistory.org. 

 

 


