
  

HISTORICALLY SPEAKING 

WE ARE GOING DIGITAL 

With this issue of “Historically Speaking”, the 

P&HS is sticking another toe into digital waters. We 

have been making the newsletter available online 

at our website but now we are going one step fur-

ther by sending it out to all members whose email 

addresses we have on file. If you do not receive a 

digital copy it either means that we do not have 

your address or that the whole project hit a snag, 

which isn’t unusual for new endeavors. The lack of 

a yearly appeal for a renewal of membership 

means that we have less contact with our Life 

Members than our Annual Members. Because of 

this, we may be less apt to have email address for 

our Life Members. To have your address added to 

our system you may emai l  us  at 

phsomc@sbcblobal.net. 

We would appreciate your comments about 

the new delivery system. Do you prefer digital over 

a printed hard copy? Did all of the features show 

up properly? Are there any changes we could 

make to improve the digital edition? 

Advantages to a digital newsletter are elimina-

tion of printing and postage costs, less time spent 

on folding, sealing and labeling, opportunities for 

more timely delivery of news, and improved 

graphics. 

Those of you who like the traditional ink and 

paper newsletter should not despair. It will be some 

time before we make a complete switchover and 

in the meantime we will continue to cut down trees 

to make paper, print newsletters with toxic inks and 

have them delivered to you in gas guzzling postal 

service Jeeps.  

 

 

MUSEUMS OF THE PIONEER &  

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

OF  

MUSKINGUM COUNTY 

 
The Stone Academy Historic Site & Museum 

115 Jefferson Street 
Zanesville, Ohio 

  
Dr. Increase Mathews House Museum 

304 Woodlawn Avenue  
 

Both museums are now closed for the season. For 
information on scheduling a group tour during 

this time please call the office. 
 

The Historical Society office is  
located at the Stone Academy 

740 454-9500 
www.Muskingumhistory.org 

 
Like us on Facebook 

 

At one time this was considered a modern communication 

device. Some of you may live to see the computer become 

passé, but for now, we are slowly inching in that direc-

tion. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

MARCH 2015 

Greetings to the Members and Friends of the 

Pioneer and Historical Society of Muskingum Coun-

ty.  

It looks like spring has finally arrived, about 

three weeks later then usual, but it has arrived.  This 

is the One Hundred and Twenty-Fifth Year that our 

group has served Zanesville and Muskingum Coun-

ty. We look forward to it being in existence for 

many more years in the future. One thing we as 

trustees are considering is a possible update to our 

name. We would like something that more clearly 

reflects who we are now and what we do. The Pio-

neers are long gone but certainly not forgotten. 

We are no longer a Society in the sense they we 

reflect only the socially active members or our 

community. We, as a group, are interested in pre-

serving the history, culture, and artifacts of Musk-

ingum County. That includes both of our museums 

and their contents. As we enter deeper into the 

information age we find we have many items that 

we would like to share on-line in the way of photos 

and documents in our possession. Right now the 

public is somewhat limited in gaining access to 

them and we would like to make many of them 

more available on-line. This would involve scan-

ning our documents and placing them on the in-

ternet where they would be more available to the 

public. With that concept in mind we are exploring 

ways of reaching those goals.  Many suggestions 

for a new name have been discussed at several 

meetings of the Board of Trustees. So far, no one 

term has found favor with the group. Any sugges-

tions that you might have would be carefully con-

sidered. Please contact our office at 740-454-9500 

if you have suggestions. 

Both our museums survived the winter and are 

in good condition. They always need some atten-

tion in the Spring to get them back in optimum 

condition, but that is normal as any property own-

er can tell you. We are carefully planning our ac-

tivities for the coming season. One area of our in-

volvement will be in a program to encourage 

reading in our community along with history. A pro-

gram called “On The Same Page Muskingum” will 

kick off on the grounds of the Mathews House in 

September. The community will be encouraged to 

read books written by and about Zane Grey. Our 

building and grounds should be in excellent shape 

for this event. We expect hundreds of people to 

visit our grounds and museums as the kick off 

event of this program. The Master Gardeners will 

once again work on our garden at the Mathews 

House and we have employed a part time gar-

dener for the first time in many years. We truly ap-

preciate all the volunteer time put into making our 

gardens the beautiful places they are by all our 

volunteers. 

There will be other opportunities to volunteer 

in other capacities from historical characters, to 

docents, guides and other areas. As always, we 

thank and appreciate the efforts of our members 

and supporters in our efforts. Without you we 

would not be here. 

 

Bob Jenkins, PRESIDENT, PIONER & HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

PIONEER & HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

OF MUSKINGUM COUNTY BOARD 

OF TRUSTEES and OFFICERS 

Bob Jenkins, president 

Jerry Simeral, vice-president 

Janet James, secretary 

Donna Taylor, treasurer 

 Morten Bach         Ann Burkhart 

 Gary Felumlee           Floyd Felumlee 

 Alan King          Stephanie Kline 

 John Lear                    Jim McDonald 

 Mitch Taylor              Sandy Turner 

 Mike Willey               Tina Wickline 

  

Jim Geyer, Museum Director 

Mitch Taylor, Curator 

If you have any suggestions or questions 

about the activities of the Pioneer & Historical 

Society, contact any member of the Board of 

Trustees. 
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THE GREAT TABERNACLE OF DRESDEN 

The following account is taken from typewritten pa-

pers in the Society’s Glenn Longaberger Collection.  

 

History tells of great interdenomina-

tional revival meetings which took place 

usually in the woods or groves. In pioneer 

times thousands of people would attend, 

with meetings lasting for days or weeks. 

In the fall of 1924 a Rev. Hicks* came to 

Dresden and organized such a revival. A 

large tabernacle was built on the lot at 

8
th
 and Main Streets where Stafford’s, now 

the Marathon Service Station, stands. It 

was built of rough sawmill lumber slabs 

with the bark on. It extended out into 

East 8
th
 Street. Seats were rude board 

benches and the floor was covered with 

sawdust. Meetings were held all winter. 

Large pot-bellied stoves furnished some 

heat and the rest was furnished by the 

fervor of the sermons and the songs of the 

choir, which was conducted by Rev. Orr 

Cheek. Many souls found the way to salva-

tion over the sawdust trail to the altar. 

Romance blossomed for the young choir di-

rector, for in the spring he was engaged 

to and married Hazel Ryan. Later he became 

a full-fledged minister of the Presbyteri-

an Church and they spent most of their 

lives in the state of Washington. 

The great tabernacle of Dresden was 

long remembered by older residents. A few 

years later a Rev. James conducted a 

lengthy revival in a large tent on the 

rear of the Masonic lot where the Post Of-

fice now stands. As I recall, that lasted 

all summer. These revivals and any other 

out of the ordinary activity were welcomed 

especially by the young people, for there 

was no radio or television – only silent 

movies for entertainment. 

Another form of entertainment looked 

forward to by young and old was the annual 

Chautauqua held in the summertime. The 

Chautauqua movement was started as an or-

ganized circuit about 1904 but were previ-

ously mainly religious meetings. An ad-

vance crew, usually two young college men, 

came and sat up a large tent on the Union 

School grounds. With the help of some lo-

cal young people, children’s activities 

were held in the mornings. 

In the afternoon and evening various 

forms of entertainment was presented by 

lectures, magicians, singers, etc. Reli-

gious services were held on Sunday. Season 

tickets were sold, usually enough were 

pledged the year before to insure a return 

the next year. It was a highlight of the 

summer. 

 

*Ira Evans Hicks was a Methodist singing evangelist 

who ended his career as a settled Presbyterian minister. He 

was born in Tennessee in 1875 and died in Lakewood, New 

Jersey, in 1941. His brother Sue Kerr Hicks, the possible inspi-

ration for the song “A Boy Named Sue”,  was prosecutor in 

the Scopes trial in Dayton, Tennessee. 
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Preserving Your Family Treasures 

Part Two: Textiles 

The Zanesville Museum of Art and the Pioneer and Historical Society of 

Muskingum County are partnering to offer a series of workshops about car-

ing for family heirlooms. The first class covered works on paper: vintage 

letters, documents, photographs, books, and other works on paper. The sec-

ond class will be about care of textiles. 

Topics will include how to identify different fabrics, how to store and display 

textiles, and threats to fabric items and how to prevent them. The class will 

be taught by Becky Preiss Odem of the Ohio History Connection using items 

from our museum collections. Attendees are encouraged to bring items for 

assessment. 

The workshop will be held on Saturday, May 2nd, from 10:00 to 11:30 am at 

the Stone Academy Historic Site and Museum, 115 Jefferson Street, in the 

Putnam Historic District. This class is recommended for ages 15 and up; cost 

is $10 for Museum or Society members, or $15 for non-members; and all 

proceeds benefit the Zanesville Museum of Art and the Pioneer & Historical 

Society. Registration is required. Please call 740-452-0741 or 740-454-9500, 

or visit www.muskingumhistory.org to enroll.  

 

 

 

 
 

  

All textiles shown are from the Historical Society collection 

Gold Star Mothers quilt 

Girl’s apron worn to welcome Gen. Grant’s 
troops to Zanesville 

Dorthea Frazier wearing 
her mother’s wedding 

dress. 

Silk-on-silk sampler made by  
Amelia McIntire 

Quilt 
Coverlet 

Dress worn by Mrs. Russell 
Herold to Pres. Eisenhower’s 

inaugural ball. 

http://www.muskingumhistory.org
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This fall a number of local organizations will partner to encourage the com-
munity to read at book by, or about, famed local author Zane Grey. Goals of 
the initiative are to promote literacy, celebrate local history, encourage civic 
pride, and bridge the generational gap in our community.  

Throughout September and October book clubs/discussion groups through-
out the community will read and discuss one of the books pictured by, or 

about, Zane Grey. Both of our venues will host one or more “readers” groups 
for our members and the public; details in our June newsletter. 

A Kick-off Event will be held on the lawn of the Dr. Increase Mathews 
House on Sunday, September 6th, beginning at 6:00 pm. The program 
will feature a concert by the Wayfarers, a popular local bluegrass group, and a 
presentation by living historian Chris Hart as Zane Grey. 

Participating organizations will host related events and activities throughout 
the fall.  Included are: 

Zanesville Museum of Art: Western Art Exhibit  and  western-
themed kids art contest   

Dillon State Park: Zane Grey Fishing/Canoeing/Educational Pro-
grams for kids 

Boy Scouts: Zane Grey Wild West Family Fun Day 

Muskingum University: Author Talk with Roseanne Vrugtman, Bet-
ty Zane adaptation  

National Road/Zane Grey Museum: Zane Grey Movie Night, Riders 
of the Purple Sage 

Stone Academy Historic Site and Museum: A Night at the Museum 
with Zane Grey 

Powerhouse of Southeastern Ohio/John McIntire Library: Reader’s 
Theater for Youth 

Zanesville Community Theater: Reader’s Theater for Adults 

 

A closing event featuring Zane Grey biographer Thomas H. Pauly will be 
held at Zane State on October 31st.            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On The Same Page Muskingum 
Jim Geyer, Museum Director  
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LAST CALL FOR DUES 
By now most of our annual members have sent 

in their dues for 2015 for which we thank you. One 

final reminder will be sent to those who have not yet 

renewed. We hope that you enjoy reading Musk-

ingum Journal and this newsletter and that you will 

continue to support the work of your county histori-

cal society by maintaining your membership. Dues 

are $15 for individuals, $10 for senior citizens and stu-

dents and $30 for families and may be mailed to 

P&HS, 115 Jefferson St., Zanesville, OH 43701. 

 

A THANK YOU TO OUR  

SUPPORTERS 
Elsewhere in this newsletter we list the artifacts 

that were donated to us in 2014. We also depend 

on financial donations which enable us to keep the 

lights on and take of the donated artifacts. We con-

tinue to receive membership renewals and dona-

tions for which we are most grateful. If you have not 

yet renewed, please do so soon. 

The following Supporters of History have donat-

ed to the cause since our last newsletter: 

Russ & Marie Bolin, Renee Show, John & Pat 

Mast, Ann Nicholas, Bernie & Betty Baldwin, Holly 

Burchholter, Cyndie Gerken, Dale Schwartzmiller, 

Shirley McCallister, Brinley & Barbara Williams and 

Nancy Ragias. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOIN OUR ON-LINE CONVERSATION 

Our plan to start sending this newsletter out via 

e-mail is our second foray into digital waters for we 

have been posting on Facebook at PIONEER AND HIS-

TORICAL SOCIETY OF MUSKINGUM COUNTY for a couple of 

years. Facebook offers some of the same ad-

vantages as a digital newsletter - high quality 

graphics and the ability to send out information 

quickly - plus it is a medium for discussion about our 

history. For example, local historians can debate 

which Zanesville native had the most influence In his 

respective field, Cass Gilbert or Thomas Townsend 

Brown.   

One popular recent posting is shown at the bot-

tom of this page, a photo of the steamboat Bessie 

Siler in the canal at Zanesville taken from Zanesville 

Illustrated published by H R Page & Co. in 1889. The 

photo was seen by 4358 people and shared by 34. 

We invite you to follow us and join in the con-

versation. 

 

 

NEW ADDITION TO BOARD  
Sandy Turner joined the ranks of Trustees of the 

P&HS at the March Board meeting. Sandy has been 

doing volunteer work for the Society and we now 

welcome her to our governing Board.  
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NEW ACCESSIONS FOR 2014 
The March newsletter is used to list the artifacts 

that were added to the Historical Society collection 

during the previous year. This is our opportunity to 

thank the generous donors who have shared their 

physical connections to the history of Muskingum 

County with us and, by extension, with the commu-

nity and to give you an idea of the scope of our col-

lection. Small local history organizations are not in a 

position to purchase artifacts and must rely on pub-

lic spirited citizens to donate the items that are used 

to tell our history. 

All objects offered to the Society are evaluated 

by the Collections Committee to see if they fall with-

in the guidelines of “books and other printed materi-

als, diaries, photographs, fine art, folk art, clothing, 

manufactured goods (both commercially made 

and home-made), decorative arts materials and 

tools” that “have a connection to Muskingum 

County and Southeastern Ohio in that they were 

used, made or owned by someone from this area or 

are examples of such items or, in the case of art 

and books, have Muskingum County or a Musk-

ingum County person as a subject.” 
The historical society cannot provide appraisals 

but the value of donations may be counted as 

charitable donations for tax purposes. If you wish to 

donate please contact us at 740-454-9500 or 

through the “Contact Us” tab on our website, Musk-

ingumhistory.org. 

 

Donated by Ann Burkhart 

 Weller Panella cornucopia 

 Towel or wall hanging commemorating 150th 

anniversary of White Cottage Methodist Church, 

1971 

 Still bank advertising piece for WHIZ TV 

 Robinson-Ransbottom crock x 2 

 Weller Silvertone vase 

 Pottery plaque, Buchanan Square 

 McCoy Pottery vase 

 Phonograph record, “Official Zane’s Trace Com-

memoration music” 

 

Donated by Stephanie Kline 

 Landers Postal Scale 

 

Donated by M/M David M Taylor 

 American Encaustic Tiling Co dedication tile, 

1892  

 Zane Trace Commemoration miniature jug 

 Christmas tree ornament depicting Muskingum 

County courthouse 

 

Donated by Alan King 

 Y Bridge commemorative plate by Kettlesprings 

Kiln, 1953 

 

Donated by Muskingum County Chapter Ohio Ge-

nealogical Society 

 Zanesville High School felt banner, 1916 

 

Donated by John & Betty Baker 

Large collection of archival materials including:  

 “Zanesville for the Manufacturer, Merchant and 

Home Seeker” 

 Zanesville city directories 

 Muskingum County directories 

 “Zanesville Ohio Industry, Finance, Commerce”, 

1923 

 “Album of Zanesville, Ohio (1888) 

 “Brief Memoir of the Life of Isaac Van Horne” 

 Plus many more 

 

Donated by Rosa Sherburn 

 Deed to land in Range 14, Twp 3  

 

Donated by Edward Babcock 

 Gravy boat made by Crooksville China Co. for 

Headley Inn 

 

Donated by Ed Henderson 

 Framed photograph of 3rd Y Bridge 

 Postcard with Y Bridge on front and YB poem on 

reverse 

 Woman’s dress 

 

Donated by Elizabeth Hooker 

 Large collection of photos from Adams Mills 

 

Some of the archival items from John and Betty 

Baker have already been put to use.  The promo-

tional booklet from 1923 was printed in Muskingum 

Journal 21:2 and the autobiography of Isaac Van 

Horne will be printed in Muskingum Journal 22:1. 

We receive many inquiries seeking photo-

graphs from around Muskingum County and are 

always looking for more where identities, locations 

and dates are known. 
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Pioneer & Historical Society  
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Make History Come Alive 

 

We are looking for 5 to 7 real characters to volunteer at our 

museums.  

Put another way, we are looking for living-history impersona-

tors that can bring life to local historical characters. Volunteers 

will have a year or more to research local history, develop their 

characters, and secure period costumes. Training and mentor-

ing will begin in the fall. Appearances will begin in the spring of 

2016.  

Roscoe Village Living Historian Chris Hart, who will be making several appearances around town this fall 

as famed local author and adventurer Zane Grey, will help train and mentor our volunteers. 

For more information, or to enroll, call (740-454-9500) or e-mail our museum director at 

phsomc@sbcglobal.net.  

 

mailto:phsomc@sbcglobal.net

