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INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING?  

NEW OPPORTUNITIES IN 2014 
 

In 2014, for the first time in many years, regular 

operating hours for both museums will run concur-

rently. The Stone Academy and Dr. Mathews 

House will both be open on the weekends from 1-4 

during the summer months. This change will allow 

guests to see both buildings during one visit to the 

Historic District. Having both museums open at the 

same time will require additional volunteer do-

cents, especially at the Mathews House. It will also 

allow us to run special promotions to attract more 

visitors. 

Also new in 2014 are guided walking tours of 

the Historic District that focus on Putnam’s Under-

ground Railroad heritage. Guides are needed to 

conduct these tours. Volunteers are also needed 

to help maintain the landscape at both properties.  

 

Orientation and individualized training for vol-

unteers will be held in May. If you are interested in 

volunteering in 2014, or would like more infor-

mation, call the office at 454-9500 or send an e-

mail to the director at phsomc@sbcglobal.net.  

 

 

FRIENDS OF THE PIONEER & HISTORICAL  

SOCIETY ELECT NEW OFFICERS 
The Friends of the Pioneer and Historical Socie-

ty met at the Stone Academy on March 17 with 

Paula Harsch conducting the meeting.  Newly 

elected officers are Whiten Mauk, president and 

Floyd Felumlee, vice-president. Paula Harsch will 

continue as secretary and Lace Lynch continues 

as treasurer. In the spirit of St. Patrick’s Day, the 

members told Irish stories, sang Irish songs accom-

panied by Paula on piano and discovered that 

more than half the members present had some 

Irish heritage in their family tree. The Friends were 

reminded that there is always a need for museum 

docents and were asked to contact Museum Di-

rector Jim Geyer if they will be able to help out in 

that capacity this summer. 

The Friends next meeting will be April 21 at 1:00 

at the Stone Academy at which time Gary Felum-

lee will present a video on prehistoric people in the 

Muskingum Valley. 

MUSEUMS OF THE PIONEER &  
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

OF  
MUSKINGUM COUNTY 

 
The Stone Academy Historic Site & Museum 

115 Jefferson Street 
Zanesville, Ohio 

Hours: Wednesday-Sunday 1:00-4:00 
May through September 

  
Dr. Increase Mathews House Museum 

304 Woodlawn Avenue  
Saturday & Sunday 1:00-4:00 

June-August 
 

Open to groups at other times by appointment. 
The Historical Society office is  
located at the Stone Academy 

740 454-9500 
www.Muskingumhistory.org 

 
Like us on Facebook 
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My goal, looking forward to another season of celebrating and preserving local history in 2014, is to explore 

opportunities to be a more forward-looking. Being forward-looking includes seeking out opportunities to 

partner with other like-minded individuals and organizations. As we learned in 2013, such relationships can 

accomplish far more than could be achieved by our organization alone. This was evident during the ob-

servance of the 100th anniversary of the 1913 Flood, the Stone Academy Roof Restoration Project, and the 

neighborhood Holiday Open House. It’s hard to say with certainty what new opportunities await in 2014, but 

the possibilities are exciting. 

 

In 2013, the Society was part of a collaborative effort to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the terrible 

flood of 1913. One more tangible outcome of that partnership will be visible for all to see when the new per-

manent 1913 Food exhibit opens at the Stone Academy later this spring. The new flood exhibit incorporates 

a number of design considerations that target the type of guests that visit the Stone Academy and the way 

information is communicated. Over 90% of those who tour the museum are guided by docents/interpreters 

who focus on inquiry-based discussions and dialogue with our visitors. Although the final layout is not yet 

complete and the exhibit will not be installed until next month a number of basic design principles are in 

place to insure a positive and engaging museum experience for our visitors. Those design elements include: 

Focus content so that visitors are not bombarded with information overload. The average Stone Acade-

my visitor spends between 45 minutes and an hour going through the museum. While individual inter-

ests determine how much attention is devoted to any particular display, most visitors typically only 

spend a few minutes viewing each exhibit.  Those interested in a more in-depth experience can ac-

cess additional information at one of the exhibit’s learning stations. 

Our docents/interpreters will use story-telling techniques to engage visitors. There are many extraordinary 

photographs of the flood and its aftermath.  But it is the many accounts of heroism, sacrifice, and 

community spirit that are most memorable. The flow of the exhibit is designed to allow the docent 

frequent opportunities to enhance photographs with anecdotal stories that provide visitors a memo-

rable experience by tapping into their emotions.  

Present smaller themes instead of one large complex topic. Visitors seeking in-depth information about 

the flood can literally spend hours learning about the flood at one of the learning stations. But the 

typical Stone Academy visitor is best served by an exhibit that focuses on smaller chunks of infor-

mation. 

Incorporate the exhibit into existing structure and flow of the museum. As local history museums go, the 

Stone Academy is large in size. The artifacts, exhibits, displays, library, and archives cover the full ex-

tent of Zanesville and Muskingum County history. Deciding how and where to incorporate the new 

flood exhibit without disrupting the existing flow and structure of the museum turned out to be more 

challenging than anticipating. Some existing displays had to be re-located; other changes may be 

necessary. 

Integrate technology in a way that enhances the visitor’s experience, not detract from it. In the original 

design, technology was at the center of the exhibit in the form of an interactive kiosk. The final de-

sign incorporates technology, but in a supporting role. Not only is this a more cost-effective solution, 

it’s a better fit for our museum and the way we do tours. 

 

We expect the new exhibit to be ready when the museum opens to the public in May. We also expect to 

offer special programming to coincide with the opening. Details will be announced in early April. As always, 

feel free to call or e-mail the office if you have questions or would like more information about the Society.  

SPRING FORWARD 
Jim Geyer, Director  
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NEW ACCESSIONS FOR 2013 
Every March we give the roundup of the arti-

facts given to the Society during the preceding 

year. We do this first to thank the people who have 

generously given us the physical reminders of our 

past and second, to show the types of things that 

are part of the museum collection. Last year we 

were heavy on pottery and printed materials. Our 

Collections Policy states that our collection will in-

clude, “Books and other printed material, fine art, 

folk art, clothing, manufactured goods (both com-

mercially made and home-made), decorative arts 

materials, and tools.” 

 

Donated by Ann Burkhart 

 Weller Pottery Co., Blossom line vase 

 Robinson-Ransbottom Pottery Co., 2 pitchers 

 Hull Pottery Co., 7 coffee cups 

 Heritage Stoneware advertising crock made for 

The Community Bank 

 Alpine Pottery advertising vase made for The 

Community Bank 

 Weller Pottery Co., flower frog 

 Clear bud vase made by Anchor Hocking from 

mold made at Zanesville Mould Co. for Zane 

Trace Commemoration, 1974 

 

Donated by Stephanie Kline 

 Robinson- Ransbottom Pottery Co., crock 

 Advertising paperweight in shape of an adding 

machine from George Morris, Agent for Under-

wood Corp., Zanesville 

 Weller Pottery Co., Aurelian vase 

 Crooksville China Co., platter 

 

Donated by David M and Donna Taylor 

 Pin back lapel pin made to commemorate Lon-

gaberger Corp moving production back to the 

United States 

 

Donated by Carl Weaver in memory of Ellis & Patri-

cia Weaver 

 22 Zane’s Trace Commemoration bells 

 Ceramic bell (not ZTC) 

 

Donated by Frederick Towns 

 Archival Items related to aviator Gene Griffin  

Donated by Paul Dearth 

 Book, Ordinances of a General Nature, of the 

City of Zanesville, Ohio, 1878 

 

Donated by Norm Wilkinson 

 Two studio photographs by Sedgwick Studios of 

cadets from Zanesville at Ohio State University 

 Booklet, “Lorena, The Poem and Song, and Its 

Romantic History”, 1916 

 Silk ribbon, “Business Men’s Republican Club, 

Zanesville, Ohio” 

 Silk handkerchief, “State House Columbus, 

Ohio, Centennial Exposition, 1888” 

 Photographs, “The North Dorm”, OSU and cov-

ered Y-Bridge 

 “Zanesville”, a promotional booklet prepared 

for UCC convention, 1911 

 Book, Ohio at Vicksburg by W P Gault 

 

Donated by Tammy Davis 

 Stine Pottery canning jar 

 

Donated by Dana Matz 

 Three scrapbooks compiled by Dale Tysinger, 

one containing ads for Weller Theater 

 

Donated by James McMasters 

 Several issues of Ohio Historical Society’s Time-

line, added to library 

 

Donated by Trudi Joseph 

 Archives and artifacts of the Richvale Grange 

 

Donated by Village of Bremen 

 Blueprint maps of Newton township 

 

If you have something you would like to do-

nate please contact us by telephone at 740 454-

9500, through the Contact Us feature of our web-

site, Muskingumhistory.org, or by email at 

phsomc@sbcglobal.net. All artifacts offered to the 

Society are reviewed by the Collections Committee 

to see if they fit within the parameters of the Collec-

tions Policy. You may declare the value of a donat-

ed item as a charitable donation on your income 

tax return however, the Society cannot give you an 

appraisal. 

mailto:phsomc@sbcglobal.net


4 

APPROBATION FOR OUR RENEWING   

MEMBERS 

A sincere Thank You to all of you who have 

renewed your membership in the Historical Socie-

ty for 2014. You give us financial support and mor-

al support, both of which are greatly appreciat-

ed. Once again, unfortunately, Muskingum Jour-

nal is late but it is in the hands of the printer and 

the second issue for 2013 should be mailed out 

near the end of the month. We hope receipt of 

the Journal will give those of you who not yet re-

newed the impetus to send in your dues.  

We appreciate our members who have giv-

en us extra support by becoming LOCAL HISTORY 

PARTNERS and we give special recognition to a 

new CORPORATE SPONSOR, Cultice Law Firm. 

If you have not renewed your membership 

there will be a red dot on your mailing label as a 

reminder. 

President’s rePort 

March 2014 

Dear Members, Friends and Supporters of the 

Pioneer and Historical Society of Muskingum 

County: 

We have survived the winter and what a win-

ter it has been. Our buildings have stood strong 

against this winter and we hope they continue to 

do so for another two hundred years or more. For-

tunately, we have recently strengthened our 

physical structures. The last few years we have 

updated the Mathews House windows, painted 

the garage at the Mathews House and removed 

the crumbling wall from the Stone Academy 

Yard. Last fall we put in new roof supports and 

reroofed the 1839 Potwin addition of the Stone 

Academy. Although the 1910 garage addition 

needs a new roof it survived all the snow this win-

ter, although it did leak.  We hope to get that 

done this year. It looks like these things were ac-

complished just in time for I am not sure these 

structures would have survived this winter.  

Jim Geyer has made most of these things 

possible with grants that he applied for and won. 

Almost all of these were matching grants which 

means we had to come up with half the funds. 

We were able to do that through the generosity 

of our members and support from them and the 

Friends. As I am sure you realize, this in an ongoing 

struggle. This year we hope to tackle the brick 

wall on Jefferson Street at the front of the Stone 

Academy. We have not yet decided quite how 

to proceed with it yet but we are studying this is-

sue. It has been leaning more and more toward 

the street. 

Spring is almost here and we are getting 

ready to welcome visitors and students in the 

coming months.  Many of the third grade students 

of the county and city schools will visit us in the 

next few months. Tour buses will arrive and some 

local people who have lived here all their lives will 

stop in for the first time to see what we have. That 

is what we do for this area, preserve and educate 

the people about the past and what contribu-

tions local people have made to our society from 

this area. That is our mission, and hopefully we are 

learning ways to improve on it all the time. 

As always, thank you for your support. 

 

Bob Jenkins, PRESIDENT, PIONEER & HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 

The  Leaning Wall of Putnam. 
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REMEMBERING THE HEROES OF THE 

FLOOD 
Do you recognize this man? He is Roger Lin-

coln Miller, a Putnam grocer and one of the He-

roes of the Flood who were awarded medals for 

the heroism they exhibited during the 1913 Flood. 

The Society has this portrait, a photo of Mr. Miller 

with his grocery delivery buggy, letters he sent to 

his daughter and his flood medal.  Miller’s place in 

local history is secure but some of the other 64 

flood heroes have not fared as well. Society Trus-

tee Ann Burkhart has been researching these men 

to see what became of them following their hero-

ism and subsequent honors but nine of them have 

eluded her. The men for whom she is still seeking 

information are: John Arter, J P Johnson, James 

Barrell, Raymond Beach, Clayton Clifton, W A 

DeVevlis, Russell Lynn, Vernon Patterson 

(mentioned in two articles in Muskingum Journal 

20:2) and Frank C Somers. If you can add to the 

story of any of these men with information about 

where they lived or worked and the names of 

wives and children, please contact us at 

phsomc@sbcglobal.net.  

 

WE’LL KEEP THE LIGHTS ON Because 

OF YOU 
Preserving history can be an expensive busi-

ness but not preserving it and forgetting our past 

can be even more expensive in the long run. We 

thank the following supporters who have contrib-

uted monetarily to the Historical Society during our 

membership renewal period. The lights stay on 

and our museums are cooled and heated be-

cause of you.  

Paul V. Smith, Linda Stiers, Leland & Vicky Biles, 

Mary Jane Cain, Howard Zwelling, Ann Decherd, 

Lloyd Barnes, Brinley Williams, Alan King, John 

Moon, Carolyn Spencer, Rob Nicholas, J Wm Bar-

rett, Dawn Kline, Charley & Marcy White, Shirley 

Henderson, Tom & Diane Ischy, Jan Cleek, Carole 

Jordan, Mrs R J Straker, Mary Flanagan, Jerrold 

Schaumleffel, Jim Geyer, Nancy Hodous, Stepha-

nie Kline, Beverly Moreno, John & Chris Matesich, 

Floyd Felumlee, Drew & Barbara Hansen, Milman & 

Lynn Linn, Kurt White, Roy Zeek, Nancy Ragias, Jo-

Anna Shelly, Steve & Lynn Carrel, Betty Wiechert, 

Renee Show, Dr & Mrs Paul Hoffman, Ruthann Al-

len, Tina Wickline, Jane Cooper, David Buxton, 

Dale Schwartzmiller, Susan Stubbins, Cary Aga-

janian, M/M John Mast, Dean Hill, Bernie & Betty 

Baldwin, Shirley McCallister, John Taylor, John 

Baker, Shirley McCallister. 

 

We also want to acknowledge a generous 

bequest from the late Ardath Danford who passed 

away November 22, 2013. Ardath was a Life Mem-

ber and former trustee of the Society. We appreci-

ate her work benefiting our community including 

her time as Director of the Muskingum County Li-

brary System.  

 

“OH, THIS AWFUL FLOOD” 

This newsletter will be mailed about the time 

of the 101st anniversary of the 1913 Flood. The Win-

ter 2013 issue of Muskingum Journal, also ex-

pected to be mailed near the end of March, has 

a series of letters written during the flood which 

gives a vivid firsthand account of that calamity. 

Here we print one part of another series of letters 

written to Margaret Widney, then in Wexford, 

Michigan, by her mother, Mrs. H. M. Widney of Za-

nesville. The series starts on Monday March 24 with 

talk of weddings, hemorrhoid surgery and a 

church fundraiser. By Tuesday the storm was a 

concern but Mrs. Widney assured her daughter 

that their little boat was secure in the river.  By the 

time of the letter printed here, the full flood was 

upon them, breaking all previous records. 

(continued on page 6) 
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(continued from page 5) 

Wednesday Afternoon.  [March 26, 

1913] 

Oh, this awful flood, it is terrible. The river has 

never been as high. Papa and I have just come 

home from looking at it. There are no trains in 

or out and of course I cannot hear from you 

and do not know what your plans are about 

coming home and I am so afraid you will start 

home and get laid up on the way. We tried to 

send you a telegram not to come this week but 

they couldn’t send it. The approach of the Mon-

roe St. bridge is gone – the Sixth Street bridge 

and old woolen mill is gone – the Third St 

bridge is gone. The C&MV & the B&O – they 

say the Y is damaged – it is in Sturtevant’s 

store – the cellar but I do know how much on 

the first floor. We have no lights, no water and 

the gas may go off any time. I wont seal any 

letters for they cant go any way. So I will tell 

you what I can in the morning. Your canoe box 

is gone. I guess I wont write any more now. The 

papers will tell you more than I can – good-

night – I do hope all is well with you. Sprague’s 

house is up to the second story in water. I did-

n’t tell you that Capt. McGrath called up last 

night about a quarter of one. I heard the phone 

and came down and he told Papa to come 

down and Papa went down and was there until 

half past three. He thought then that he had 

the boat as secure as could be but the river 

came up more than any one dreamed of and 

now her nose is pointing down and her stern 

up. Well – if she goes she can stand it and the 

river still coming up – but not so fast in the 

lower pool – and faster in the upper pool. Well 

morning will tell and we will just have to wait. 

Thursday Morning. Well, sweet heart, we have-

n’t any little boat this morning, and listen we 

mustn’t feel too bad about it for we have our 

good home and the stove is left to us [an earlier 

letter told of cooking on the boat stove]. We have 

been so fortunate. We cannot help feeling sorry 

but we must be brave and try not to fret. We 

did all that could be done to save her. All that 

human power could do – so we know it could-

n’t be helped. The big tree she was tied to went 

to about ten o’clock last night. But we must 

think of the poor suffering people and not the 

loss of our little pleasure boat. Mother knows 

how badly you will feel but I know too you will 

be my own brave girl and make the best of it. 

Papa feels so badly but he is so brave about it 

and knows we mustn’t complain. It is after din-

ner – the water in the gutters is up to Sammy 

Lind’s – he and Geists have moved upstairs. The 

river is tearing out Fifth Street now but is rais-

ing slowly now. It is terrible – I will get this let-

ter off to you the first possible chance so you 

won’t start home. Stay with Alice until I write 

you it will be safe for you to come home. 

Friday morning: Thank God the river has start-

ed to fall. I heard it had fallen fifteen inches. 

Listen. Yesterday afternoon some man told Pa-

pa the Malew was in a yard three miles down 

the river. Se he and Dr. Holston got a team and 

took some ropes and by driving six miles round 

saw her in the Gaumer orchard. You know the 

old Stevens place – big old brick with cupola on 

top. But they couldn’t get near her. Papa thinks 

she is so among the trees she cannot get away 

and they will watch and try to reach her and 

tie her when the water falls. She hasn’t sunk so 

her hull is all right and she looked like she was 

all right. Do not count too much on our getting 

her but there is a chance. My but I am so afraid  

(continued on page 7) 
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(continued from page 6) 

you’ve started home and you cannot possibly get 

here and probably not even to Columbus. The 

town is under Martial law. Troops from New 

Lexington walked to help us. They are over the 

river we can see them patrolling. Papa just came 

home and the telephone company have one line 

working – to Cambridge so he called up the tel-

egraph office there and they promised to send a 

telegram to Robt Buckley. My I hope you haven’t 

started and get it. Saturday Morning. Will Ellis 

was here last night. He was going to try to get 

across the Fifth street bridge and go home but I 

donot know if he can or not. They sent messages 

over from Putnam on a kite & say no one is 

drowned over there. The water has gone down 

ten or twelve feet. Papa has gone to see if he can 

do any thing yet toward saving the Malew. The 

water is out of Anna Lindsay’s house - My I 

could give lots to know you are safe with Alice. 

Surely the ticket agent at Buckley would know 

you couldn’t get home. I’m trying so hard not to 

worry about it. It seems to me I’ve lived months 

since I had your last letter and Alice’s. I’ve been 

feeling so badly about your “Tommy” – but the 

reports are “no one drowned” so he is safe. I will 

be so glad to hear from him. Putnam is in awful 

shape. The river has gone down very fast today. 

You can see that from Ganga’s. Papa is down the 

river about the boat & I thought he would come 

so I could tell you but he hasn’t. I will take this 

to the office now. No one is allowed on the 

streets after dark without a permit. We are get-

ting along fine. Goodbye my darling. With oh so 

much love – 

    Lovingly, 

     Mamma. 

Later – Got the boat tied up do not know 

whether can get her in the river or not. We can-

not get any mail out yet but Papa will give these 

to a man who may get out before the mail - so 

they may be mailed from some other town & 

you will know why. Found some oil in barn & 

can use oil stove fine. We are getting along fine. 

Love, 

    Mamma 

 

 

1913 Flood waters on North 5th Street. 
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McINTIRE vs MATHEWS: The competition continues 

The Winter 2010 issue of Muskingum Journal included an article that compared and contrasted the lives 

of John McIntire, founder of Zanesville, and Dr. Increase Mathews, one of the founders of the competing 

village of Putnam. One contrast not mentioned in the article is the differing state of their portraits. The James 

Pierce Barton portraits of John and Sarah McIntire were restored several years ago thanks to a generous do-

nation from the Zanesville Canal and Manufacturing Company and are now on display at the Stone Acad-

emy. A portrait of Dr. Mathews, attributed to Barton, is in poor condition and has been in storage at the 

Mathews House Museum. Restoration of this portrait was on the list of Collection Priorities for 2013 and was 

moved to the top of the list for 2014.  

The Society has had several painting restored by Old World Restorations in Cincinnati and we contact-

ed them for an estimate of the costs to restore Dr. Mathews’ portrait. Based on a written description and 

photographs, without a hands-on examination, Old World estimates the cost to be from $1,500 to $2,000. 

Old World would stabilize the painting, mend tears, restretch the canvas, clean the painting, infill and re-

paint where needed and varnish the painting.  

Some of our other portraits had elaborate frames that required as much restoration as the paintings 

and added considerably to the cost of the project. We know from photographs that the Mathews portrait 

was formerly in a carved wood frame but it was in a very plain frame when we received it. We will need to 

purchase a frame complementary to the portrait. 

We have already received some donations to be used for this restoration project and Museum Director 

Jim Geyer is looking for grant money that might be available for work of this type. If you would like to help 

bring Dr. Mathews into parity with John McIntire, at least in terms of their portraits, please send your dona-

tions to the Society office at 115 Jefferson Street and make a notation of Mathews Painting Restoration on 

the memo line of your check.  

 

Dr. Mathews’ portrait in the frame that has since been lost. 


