
  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

June 2015 

Dear Members of the Pioneer and Historical Society: 

It is another season of providing the public with 

historical knowledge, tours of our buildings and pub-

lic events to make the public more aware of our 

organization. We look forward to this new season. 

Our buildings are in good shape and we are making 

progress in a number of areas. We sent our pump 

organ from the Music Room at the Stone Academy 

to Cincinnati for repair and upgrading with an elec-

tric bellows. This should permit it to be played for 

future events. The Stone Academy roofing project 

on the garage is complete and blends in well with 

the rest of the building. This fall, the Mathews House 

will hold the launching ceremony for a county-wide 

reading project on the works of Zane Grey. Jim 

Geyer has been heavily involved in the planning 

and organization of this coming event. We want the 

Dr. Increase Mathews House to be in excellent con-

dition for this event, we will be working on that 

throughout the summer months. We continue to im-

prove our grounds and gardens. We have em-

ployed a part-time professional to assist us in this 

work. The Master Gardeners will once again work on 

the garden at the Mathews House. We look forward 

to viewing their work at their annual Open House. 

Our collection of artifacts continues to grow from 

donations of members and others who wish to pre-

serve family heirlooms and artifacts for the future 

generations. Many third graders have passed 

through our doors this spring viewing our museums 

and bringing parents with them and hopefully to 

return with them in the future.  

As always, we very much appreciate the sup-

port of our members through their membership dues 

and donations to our organization. We are doing 

our best to preserve the heritage and culture of 

Muskingum County. Thank you for that support. 

       Bob Jenkins, PRESIDENT, PIONEER & HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 

HISTORICALLY SPEAKING 
June 2015 

The Newsletter of the Pioneer & Historical Society of Muskingum County 

MUSEUMS OF THE PIONEER &  
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

OF 
MUSKINGUM COUNTY 

 
The Stone Academy Historic Site & Museum 

115 Jefferson Street 
Zanesville, Ohio 

Hours: Wednesday-Saturday 1:00-4:00 
May through September 

 

Dr. Increase Mathews House Museum 
304 Woodlawn Avenue 

Zanesville, Ohio 
Hours: Sunday 1:00-4:00 May-September 

 

Both museums are open to groups at other times 
by appointment.  Call the museum office at the 
Stone Academy at 740 454-9500 or contact us 

through our website 
www.Muskingumhistory.org. 

 
Like us on Facebook 
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In 2011, the National Park Service joined the Friends of 

Freedom Society in recognizing the Stone Academy as a 

documented Underground Railroad site. With the recent 

closing of the Putnam Underground Railroad Education 

Center on Woodlawn Avenue (the building has since 

opened as the Pure Arts Center) our responsibility for ad-

vancing the understanding and appreciation of Putnam’s 

historic UGRR heritage is even more significant.  

The importance of the Stone Academy as a documented 

UGRR site is reflected in the following three selections 

from the National Underground Railroad Network to Free-

dom (NTF) application submitted to the National Park Ser-

vice in January 2011. The complete 18-page application, 

including footnotes and bibliography, is available on our 

website, www.muskingumhistory.org.  

The Stone Academy’s association and significance 

to the Underground Railroad is reflected in its im-

portance to Putnam’s anti-slavery residents as a 

public building and later its recognition as part of 

the Putnam Historic District. The Putnam Historic 

District is listed on the National Historic Register 

for “…the significant role that Putnam residents and 

institutions played in the Ohio debate about the 

abolition of slavery and the activity of sheltering 

fugitive slaves in the years prior to the Civil War.” 

In 1808, the inhabitants of Putnam began building 

the Stone Academy. At the time the Stone Academy 

was built the Putnam settlers still lived in crude 

homes. Money to build the Academy was raised 

through subscriptions from the community.  Howev-

er, it is generally agreed that Increase Matthews, 

Ebenezer Buckingham, and A.A. Guthrie are respon-

sible for its construction, the latter two of which 

were heavily involved in the Underground Railroad. 

They had hoped the building would serve as the 

home of the state capitol, but their hopes were 

dashed when Zanesville was chosen instead.  Alt-

hough the building was not able to carry out its 

initial purpose, the building became the center of 

the community, serving as a place of education and 

meeting place, as well as a symbol of the strength of 

the abolitionist and Underground Railroad move-

ments in Muskingum County. 

In addition to being a meeting place, the Stone 

Academy is believed to have been a site where fugi-

tive slaves were concealed. Accounts attributing 

“station” status to the Stone Academy are perhaps 

best delegated to “oral tradition”. One such account 

appeared in the Zanesville Signal, February 8, 1899. 

In the article, William Lawrence mentioned that “… 

Putnam was one of the first and most important 

stations on the underground railway and it was 

under the old stone house where fugitive slaves 

were concealed until they could be safely transport-

ed to the next place of safety…” In a later article 

written by W.F. Gates, he recounts an incident writ-

ten by an unidentified informant who was witness 

to such Underground Railroad events as a young 

boy. According to the informant, a freedom seeker 

who had “came up river from Marietta” was assist-

ed by Putnam‘s African American community who 

hid him in “an old tenement building at the end of 

Putnam avenue.”  In 1850, Muskingum County‘s 

African American citizens had publically declared 

in opposition to the Fugitive Slave Law, “That we 

will throw the arms of protection around our fugi-

tive brethren and sisters, and that we will feed and 

clothe them, and assist them in their escape from 

Negro Hounds, and bloody men, and perform all the 

deeds of love and mercy toward them that lies in 

our power, let the consequences be what they may.”  

Despite their resolve in this incident, the wherea-

bouts of the freedom seeker had been confided to a 

“white man” who alerted authorities. In the pursuit 

by the U.S. Marshal, the freedom seeker was injured 

in the shoulder by a gunshot, but he was able to 

escape and eventually found refuge in the Potwin 

(the then owners of the Putnam Stone Academy) 

cellar where he disappeared “into oblivion”.   

Since 2011, three other sites in the Putnam Historic Dis-

trict – the Putnam Presbyterian Church, the A.A. Guthrie 

House, and the George Guthrie House – have been accept-

ed by the National Park Service as Network to Freedom 

sites. The Nelson Gant Homestead on West Main Street is 

also a NTF site.  

Site Significance 
Jim Geyer, Museum Director  

http://www.muskingumhistory.org
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A LOSS IN THE MUSEUM        

COMMUNITY 
We like to think of museums as institutions of 

permanence that will preserve artifacts and the 

stories of our history for generations. Sadly, that is 

not always the case. The first years of setting up a 

museum are difficult but the enthusiasm engen-

dered by a new undertaking can sustain the pro-

ject. The most challenging part is maintaining the 

museum on a day by day basis. There is no joy in 

paying utility bills, trying to recruit docents and 

competing for an ever shrinking pool of grant 

money. In the past few years Licking County lost 

the Granville Lifestyle Museum and Guernsey 

County lost the Degenhart Glass Museum. The 

most recent loss in the local museum community 

was caused by the closing of the Putnam Under-

ground Railroad Education Center (aka, P.U.R.E. 

Center) last year. 

The P&HS tried to find a way to provide space 

for some of the PURE artifacts so they would still be 

available to the community but an agreement 

between the two groups could not be reached. 

The PURE museum collection was returned to the 

original donors or donated to the Nelson T. Gant 

House. PURE still exists as an organization but with-

out physical quarters or exhibits. The historic build-

ing at 522 Woodlawn Avenue that PURE saved 

from demolition through an extensive rehabilita-

tion now functions as the home of the Pure Arts 

Center, a similarly named but unrelated organiza-

tion. 

The P&HS provided space for the PURE Cen-

ter’s annual Black History Month programs this past 

February and the two organizations may be able 

to work together again in the future. We are sorry 

to see a fellow museum close its doors but the clo-

sure makes us even more grateful for the support 

the citizens of Muskingum County have shown us 

over the past 125 years. 

 

DIGITAL NEWSLETTER A SUCCESS 
In March we delivered this newsletter digitally 

for the first time and it appears the experiment 

was a success. The digital version has graphics in 

color and will often have added content that 

would not fit in the print version. To be added to 

our emailing  list contact us through our website, 

Muskingumhistory.org 

 

Ohio History Service Host Site 

 

 

 

 

The Stone Academy Historic Site and Museum has 

been selected by the Ohio History Connection as 

a host site for the Ohio History Service Corps 

(OHSC), an AmeriCorps State and National pro-

gram funded through ServeOhio. OHSC members 

assist the host organization and other regional or-

ganizations with educational programing, special 

events, regional initiatives, heritage tourism, histor-

ic preservation, and collections care/digitization.  

 This is a full-time AmeriCorps position starting 

on September 9, 2015, and ending August 31, 

2016. 

OHSC positions are posted on the AmeriCorps 

website at https://my.americorps.gov.  They can 

be viewed by searching “Ohio History Service 

Corps.” 

Interested applicants can contact Amy Rohmiller, 

Program Director, by phone and/or email with 

questions at: arohmiller@ohiohistory.org or 

614.297.2609 

Anyone interested in applying for a position must 

complete the required online AmeriCorps applica-

tion by creating an account at https://

my.americorps.gov. 

The application deadline is August 15, 2015. Appli-

cations will be accepted until this date or until all 

OHSC positions are filled. 

Interested applicants can also call the Stone 

Academy at 740-454-9500 or send us an email at 

phsomc@sbcglobal.net for additional information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://my.americorps.gov
mailto:arohmiller@ohiohistory.org
https://my.americorps.gov
https://my.americorps.gov
mailto:phsomc@sbcglobal.net
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Concert on the Lawn 

THE WAYFARERS 
Dr. Increase Mathews House Museum & Gardens 

304 Woodlawn Avenue 

 

SUNDAY                   SEPTEMBER 6th             6:00 PM 

 Kick-off event for On The Same Page 
Muskingum with emcee Brian Wagner 

 

 Special appearance by living historian 
Chris Hart as famed local author and ad-
venturer Zane Grey 
 

 Museum tours; children’s activities 

 

 Bring your lawn chairs 

 

 Open to the public; free of charge 

 

 “Hailing from Southeast Ohio, the Way-
farers emerged in 2010 playing their own 
form of American Roots music ... Their 
spirited approach to live performance is 
infectious, and people of all ages are 
drawn into the sounds of thumping 
washtub bass, driving guitars, sawing fid-
dles, and rich harmonies… The Wayfarers 
continue to carry this music forward with 
creativity and authenticity making it   
contemporary and fun.” 
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HELP US make visits to our museums more memorable. We’re looking for volunteers to 
bring life to local historical characters.  

Volunteers will have several months to research, develop their characters, and secure peri-
od costumes. Training and mentoring will begin in the fall. Appearances will start in the 
summer of 2016.  

Roscoe Village Living Historian Chris Hart, who will be making several appearances around 
town this fall as famed local author and adventurer Zane Grey, will help train and mentor 
our volunteers. 

For more information, or to enroll, call (740-454-9500) or e-mail (phsomc@sbcglobal.net) 

our museum director.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:phsomc@sbcglobal.net


6 

THE TALENTED MR. ROSS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Alexander Coffman Ross (1812-1883) was a 

multitalented resident of Zanesville. His principle day 

job was a jeweler and silversmith but he also was a 

telegrapher, insurance agent, artist, musician, en-

graver and photographer. Outside of this area he 

has received the most attention as the composer of 

the lyrics of what might be the first presidential cam-

paign song, “Tip and Ty” (better known as Tippe-

canoe and Tyler Too), written for the election of 

1840 which pitted William Henry Harrison and John 

Tyler against the incumbent Martin VanBuren. The 

song’s twelve verses were set to the tune “Little 

Pigs”. A traditional version by Oscar Brand and a 

rock version by They Might Be Giants are available 

on YouTube. 

Ross’ other great claim to fame is as one the 

first persons to use the techniques developed by 

Louis Daguerre to make Daguerreotypes. Depend-

ing on the account read, he was either the first per-

son in America or the first person in the trans-

Allegheny west to make the photographs. Da-

guerreotypes are distinguished by a support of a 

piece of copper with a polished silver coating. Ross’ 

experience in working with silver helped him in the 

preparation of the photographic plates. For more 

information of Ross and his Daguerreotypes go to        

http://www. daguerre. org/resource/texts/ross.html. 

For an account of how the locals saw A C Ross’ 

place in the history of photography we print an arti-

cle from the Zanesville Daily Courier of July 15, 1889: 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBER A. C. ROSS 

IN THE SEMI-CENTENNIAL OF DAGUERRE THE 

FENCH ARTIST 

Incontestable Proof of the Fact that the First Daguerreo-

type Made in America was Produced in Zanesville 

The artists of this world are about to celebrate the semi-

centennial of the discovery of Daguerre, the Frenchman, who 

made the first picture on a silver plate. The struggles of the dis-

tinguished man are recalled by newspaper writers and much is 

being printed in the newspapers now of the introduction of Da-

guerreotypes in this country, and the credit is given to a number 

of gentlemen. It has been a mooted question for some time as 

to who was the first to carry Daguerre’s discovery into practical 

operation in the United States, but we believe the honor be-

longs to a well-known former citizen of Zanesville—the late Al-

exander C. Ross. Daguerre’s priceless discovery was made pub-

lic early in the year 1889 at the solicitation of the French gov-

ernment, and the inventor was recompensed by an annual pen-

sion of five thousand francs. The process was explained at great 

length in the French journals and soon found their way into the 

American newspapers. A.C. Ross read the translation of one of 

the first articles published in the New York Post and during the 

summer of 1889 he found time from his business as a jeweler 

and silversmith to experiment. His first camera was constructed 

from a cigar box and the lens of an old telescope. 

Mr. Ross’ experience as a silversmith was of immense 

advantage to him in the preparation of the plates and manipula-

tion of the chemicals. He was successful in the production of 

pictures, and the various members of his family were made the 

“victims,” as he often laughingly expressed it, of his early efforts. 

An exposure of five to seven minutes was required and it de-

manded the exercise of a strong will to keep one’s facial mus-

cles in the same positon for that length of time in order to trans-

fer the image to the plate in all its original beauty. 

Mr. Ross became an enthusiast as a Daguerreotyper, and 

for some years exhibited his pictures in Philadelphia and New 

York, doing his semi-annual visits to purchase goods. In his 

later years he claimed with great earnestness that  he certainly 

made the first Daguerreotype west of the Allegheny mountains, 

and he was quite certain that his efforts antedated those of an of 

this eastern contemporaries. 

Pictures made by A.C. Ross in 1840 and ’41, are now in 

existence in Zanesville, and many of the images are still as per-

fect in outline as the day they were graven on the silver plate. 

Some have faded a trifle, but the countenances are recogniza-

ble. 

 

—Continued on page 7— 
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—Continued from page 6— 

 
When you read of the early days of Daguerreotypes, remember the modest A.C. Ross, the indefatigable student of science 

and art, who was without a peer in his day and generation. The record of his accomplishments will grow brighter as the years go on, 

for he was always far in advance of the age in which he lived. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watercolor by A C  Ross on display at the Stone Academy. 

Read the newsletter online at Muskingumhistory.org  to see this picture in color. 

Hallmark on back of silver dessert spoon made by A C Ross. 
Header on sheet music of Tippecanoe and Tyler Too. 
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HISTORIC HOSPITALS PHOTOS ON   

FACEBOOK 
Barring another delay, Genesis Hospital is 

scheduled to combine its two campuses at the 

end of this month. In honor of the occasion we 

have been looking at the history of Bethesda Hos-

pital and Good Samaritan Medical Center on our 

Facebook page. We are not giving a complete 

history but are using the photographs we have 

available to show some of the changes that have 

taken place through the years.  

To see the photos go to the “Pioneer and His-

torical Society of Muskingum County” FB page, 

click on “Photos” and then on “Albums” and select 

“Zanesville Hospitals.” 

 

WE WANT YOUR STUFF 

We are always looking for additional artifacts 

to help us tell the story of Muskingum County’s his-

tory. You might think we are only interested in the 

fancy baubles such as Weller Pottery, Zanesville 

blown glass or portraits by James Pierce Barton but 

our history encompasses much more than the fab-

rication of fine art products. Muskingum County 

was once a major manufacturing center and we 

don’t want to neglect that part of our history. We 

don’t have room for a Blandy seam engine or a 

Line-Material 250 kVA pad mount transformer but 

we could make room for such items as Rubin Broth-

ers shoes, castings from one of Zanesville’s found-

ries (man hole cover, drain or fireplace grate, cem-

etery urn, gears), something smaller than a harness 

from Findeiss Leather, products of the Zanesville or 

Dresden woolen mills, in short, anything that helps 

us tell the story of Muskingum County and its peo-

ple.  

We have some very nice pieces of art pottery 

but we would like to add to our collection of more 

utilitarian pottery from the small bluebird potteries 

that were scattered all around Muskingum County 

and the small short-lived commercial potteries that 

came and went in the early 20th century.  

We would also like to have more artifacts from 

the smaller villages of the county. We are a county

-wide organization but the bulk of our collection 

comes from Zanesville, the county seat and largest 

town. We need more history from Roseville, Dres-

den, Adamsville, Philo, Sonora, Duncan Falls, Trin-

way, Norwich and Yong Hickory. 

If you have something you would like to offer 

us please contact us by phone at 740 454-9500 or 

through the Contact Us tab on our website, Musk-

ingumhistory.org. All offers of artifacts are evaluat-

ed by our Collections Committee to determine if 

they fit within the guidelines of our Accessions Poli-

cy. Donations may be tax deductible but we can-

not provide an appraisal. 

 

The Margaret Blue Sanitarium, a predecessor to Good Samaritan 

Hospital. One of many pictures in our Facebook album “Zanesville 

Hospitals.” 

PIONEER & HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

OF MUSKINGUM COUNTY BOARD 

OF TRUSTEES and OFFICERS 

Bob Jenkins, president 

Jerry Simeral, vice-president 

Janet James, secretary 

Donna Taylor, treasurer 

 Morten Bach         Ann Burkhart 

 Gary Felumlee           Floyd Felumlee 

 Alan King          Stephanie Kline 

 John Lear                    Jim McDonald 

 Mitch Taylor              Sandy Turner 

 Mike Willey               Tina Wickline 

  

Jim Geyer, Museum Director 

Mitch Taylor, Curator 
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ZANE GREY Book Club at the Stone Academy 

 A study and discussion of the Thomas Pauly’s biography of Zane 

Grey 

 Thursday Evenings in September (10th & 24th) and October (8th 

& 22nd) 

7:00 pm 

 Free of charge; participants are responsible for obtaining their 

copy of the book 

 Registration required (phsomc@sbcglobal.net or 740-454-9500) 

 In partnership with On The Same Page Muskingum 

 

ZANE GREY Book Club at the Dr. Increase Mathews House 

 A study and discussion of the Betty Zane by Zane Grey 

 Wednesday Mornings in September (9th & 23rd)  and October 

(7th & 21st) 

 10:00 am  Free of charge; participants are responsible for obtaining 

their copy of the book 

 Registration required (phsomc@sbcglobal.net or 740-454-9500) 

 In partnership with On The Same Page Muskingum 

 

A Night at the Museum with Zane Grey 

 An On The Same Page Muskingum event sponsored by Attorney Pe-

ter Coultice  

 Special appearance by living historian Chris Hart as Zane Grey 

 Museum Mysteries Scavenger Hunt   

 A video about early Zanesville/Muskingum County History 

 Stories about the Underground Railroad in Putnam 

 September 26th     6:00-8:00 pm 

FALL EVENTS at our Museums 

 

 

 

mailto:phsomc@sbcglobal.net
mailto:phsomc@sbcglobal.net

