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MISSING FROM THE LINEUP 

or 

THE BIG VASE THAT ESCAPED 

The annual Pottery Lovers Show and Sale will 

be held July 8-12 at the Holiday Inn Express in Za-

nesville. An added attraction this year will be the 

display of five large vases made by the S. A. Weller 

Pottery Company for the St. Louis World’s Fair in 

1904, including “the world’s largest vase”,  a 7 foot 

tall Aurelian vase which won a gold medal at the 

Fair.  

One large vase which will be missing from the 

line-up is the 48 inch Aurelian vase which has been 

on display at the Dr. Increase Mathews House for 

many years. The Aurelian line differs from its con-

temporaries Louwelsa and Eocean in that the 

background colors of brown, yellow and mahoga-

ny were applied with a brush rather than spray 

blended with an atomizer. Sisters Hattie and Lillie 

Mitchell slip-decorated the vase with roses. The 

vase was loaned to the Zanesville Museum of Art 

for several months in 2008 to help fill out their col-

lection of Zanesville art pottery. The vase is housed 

in a case built by the late Jim McKay and may be 

seen during hours when the Mathews House is 

open, Saturday and Sunday from 1:00 until 4:00.  

MUSEUMS OF THE PIONEER &  
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

OF  
MUSKINGUM COUNTY 

 
The Stone Academy Historic Site & Museum 

115 Jefferson Street 
Zanesville, Ohio 

Hours: Wednesday-Sunday 1:00-4:00 
May through September 

  
Dr. Increase Mathews House Museum 

304 Woodlawn Avenue  
Saturday & Sunday 1:00-4:00 

June-August 
 

Open to groups at other times by appointment. 
The Historical Society office is  
located at the Stone Academy 

740 454-9500 
www.Muskingumhistory.org 

 
Like us on Facebook 
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President’s rePort 

May 2014 

Hello fellow members and supporters of the 

Pioneer and Historical Society of Muskingum Coun-

ty.  Things are happening at our museums. The 

Mathews House will be the center of activity as the 

Beaux Arts Club Garden Tour shows off their work 

on Saturday, June 22, 2014 from 11:00 A.M.to 7:00 

P.M..  We have a new exhibit set to open soon 

commemorating the Great 1913 Flood. It will in-

volve a number of photographs, documents, as 

well as a tribute to heroes of that event. It will also 

provide an opportunity to do research on the 

Great Flood of 1913.  Information about the Musk-

ingum Valley Watershed Conservancy District will 

also be available to explain how future floods 

have been prevented.  

We are in the process of getting bids for the 

Stone Academy’s front brick retaining wall facing 

Jefferson Street. We believe the best thing to do is 

attempt to preserve it as it exists. This will require 

removing the area behind the wall, putting in 

proper drainage, refilling that area, and then re-

pairing and tuck pointing the mortar between the 

bricks. We have a photo of the Stone Academy in 

1890 showing a picket fence out front. The city low-

ered the street level considerably at some point 

after that to encourage the river to flow back to-

wards its bank. That required the construction of a 

retaining wall some time in the past to hold the 

lawn back from Jefferson Street. Our Director, Jim 

Geyer is also preparing to ask for bids to put a new 

roof on the garage addition of the Stone Acade-

my built around 1910 when the McHenrys acquired 

their first automobile. 

Mitch Taylor has been working on organizing 

our very limited storage space in the third flood of 

the Mathews House, repainting, reorganizing and 

changing displays. Steps to have the portrait of Dr. 

Increase Mathews restored are also underway. The 

restoration of his portrait has been a desire of the 

Board of Trustees for some time now. As the builder 

of the Mathews House we feel it is only fitting that a 

good portrait of him be available for his family and 

the public. 

School tours are underway with students visit-

ing from the various elementary schools through-

out the city and county. This is great for the com-

munity but always puts a strain on the number of 

docents who are available to assist in these tours. 

We are always looking for volunteers to train as do-

cents to lead tours through our buildings. 

As always we appreciate and require the sup-

port of our members to accomplish our goals. 

Thank you for supporting us through your 

membership and donations. 

Respectfully yours, 

 

Bob Jenkins, PRESIDENT, PIONEER & HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 

IN MEMORIUM 

We are saddened to report that former Muse-

um Director Wendell Litt passed away on June 

9.Wendell was instrumental in taking  the Stone 

Academy, an old house, falling apart at the seams 

and returning it to use as a public building, able to 

handle crowds that come through wanting to 

know about our history. He arranged the financing 

that made the rehabilitation possible and then 

worked with the architect and carpenters to bring 

the building up to 20th century standards. He was 

also the driving force behind the Muskingum Coun-

ty Heritage Farm book, a project to recognize 

farms that had been in the same family for one 

hundred years or more. 

Our condolences go out to Wendell’s family 

and many friends. 

 

In addition to his work as  a Museum Director, Wendell was 
a tiller of the soil, a vo-ag teacher, 4H agent and Agricultur-
al Extension Agent. 
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Y BRIDGE BICENTENNIAL 
This year we are observing the 200th anniver-

sary of Y Bridges in Zanesville. There have been five 

Y Bridges so we can’t say this is the bicentennial of 

A Y Bridge or THE Y Bridge so perhaps we should say 

this is the bicentennial of the concept of a Y Bridge. 

The ever ambitious people of Putnam were the first 

to build a bridge over the Muskingum in what is 

now Zanesville. Bridges had three advantages over 

ferries: crossing the river on a bridge was quicker 

and not dependent on water levels thus being a 

boon to commerce and the tolls charged enriched 

the owners. On January 21, 1812, the state legisla-

ture, meeting in Zanesville, passed on act that 

reads in part, 

WHEREAS, it has been represented to the 

general assembly, that the erection of a bridge 

over the Muskingum river, from the town of 

Zanesville to the town of Springfield, at or near 

the falls of said river, in the county of Musk-

ingum, would greatly conduce to the public 

good; and whereas the persons herein after 

named, have applied to the general assembly 

for liberty to erect a toll bridge at the said 

place—THEREFORE, 

Sect. 1 Be it enacted by the General As-

sembly of the state of Ohio, That Levi Whipple, 

Increase Mathews, Ebenezer Buckingham, Ben-

jamin Tupper, [and others] are authorized…to 

erect and build, at their own private expense, a 

bridge over the Muskingum river, at the place 

herein above named. 

The act went on to set the rate of tolls for vari-

ous combinations of people and animals which the 

builders could collect for ninety-nine years. This 

bridge, in its day known as the lower or Putnam 

bridge but which we now refer to as the Third Street 

bridge since it connected to Third Street in Za-

nesville, was completed in 1813. 

On the same day the Putnam bridge was au-

thorized by the general assembly, entrepreneurs in 

Zanesville received permission to build their bridge 

“from a point opposite the Main street of Zanesville, 

to an island at the mouth of Licking, thence north 

and south each way across the mouth of Licking 

creek”. Moses Dillon is the only person named in 

the legislation but Isaac VanHorne, Thomas Wick-

ham, James Hampson, Rees Cadwalader and Da-

vid Marple were also investors. 

The authorizing act allowed the builders to 

take the land needed for their bridge provided 

they paid appropriate compensation to the own-

ers. The builders were also told that they could not 

build their bridge in such a way that it would ob-

struct boat traffic, such as the ferries they were try-

ing to put out of business, from crossing the river.  

The tolls for the Y Bridge were set at the same 

rates as those for the Putnam bridge and again 

were for a ninety-nine year period with allowances 

to adjust the tolls after 1828 and each five years 

thereafter. 

The initial tolls were: 

for each foot passenger, three cents; for every 

horse, mule, or ass one year old or upwards, 

four cents; for every chase, riding chair, gig, 

cart, or other two wheel carriage, with two 

horses or two oxen, and driver thirty-seven and 

an half cents; for the same, with one horse and 

driver, twenty-five cents; for each sleigh or 

sled, drawn by two horse or oxen, twenty-five 

cents; for the same, drawn by one horse, eight-

een and three-fourths cents; for every coach, 

chariot or other pleasurable carriage, with four 

wheels and driver, drawn by four horses, seven-

ty-five cents; for the same carriages and drivers 

drawn by two horses, fifty cents; for every wag-

gon, with two horses or oxen, forty-three and 

three fourths cents; and for each horse or ox in 

addition, six and one fourth cents for every 

horse, mule, or ass, younger than one year old, 

two cents; for every head of neat cattle, six 

months old and upwards, two cents; for every 

head of cattle younger than six months old, and 

for every head of sheep or hogs, half a cent; 

Provided always, That all persons attending 

election and troops of this state, with their artil-

lery  baggage and stores, together with such 

others as are or hereafter may be exempted 

from the payment of ferries within this state, 

may pass over said bridge free from the toll 

aforesaid. 

The first Y Bridge was completed in November 

1814. The bridge was damaged in a flood in 1815 

but was repaired. The bridge was not covered and 

in 1818 it collapsed, testifying to the value of cover-

ing bridge trusses. 

(continued on page 5) 
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The second Y Bridge, a partially covered struc-

ture, was built in 1819. The National Road reached 

Zanesville in 1830, increasing traffic over the 

bridge. In 1832 the bridge was condemned. 

The third Y Bridge was the bridge that made 

Zanesville the “Y Bridge City” and the first to be 

called the “Y Bridge.” The Buckingham and Sturges 

families of Putnam were the principal investors in 

this bridge. The bridge was designed by Catharinus 

Buckingham, the son of Ebenezer and Catherine 

Putnam Buckingham and a graduate of West 

Point. The elder Buckingham was killed when a 

section of the bridge collapsed during construc-

tion, the subject of an article in Muskingum Journal 

20:2 The bridge opened December 1, 1832. During 

the next 70 years Zanesville came into its own as its 

population increased and industries developed. 

Increased traffic on the bridge, including electric 

streetcars, took its toll and deficiencies in the 

bridge began to show up. On January 16, 1900, 

the bridge was closed. Demolition on the bridge 

started later that year amid much lamenting of the 

demise of the beloved landmark. It would appear 

that everyone in Zanesville took home some of the 

timbers of the old bridge from the amount of keep-

sakes that are claimed to have been made from 

the bridge. The Y Bridge collection at the Stone 

Academy includes two tables, a chair, meat cut-

ting blocks, a wine set (tray, glasses and decant-

er), walking canes, rolling pins, toy knives and po-

tato mashers, all said to have been made from the 

bridge. One gets the feeling that if all the Y Bridge  

 

 

artifacts were gathered together there would be 

enough wood to build two bridges. 

The covered bridge was replaced with the 

concrete bridge that most of us remember. It 

opened In January 1902 and received its greatest 

test in March 1913 when it stood against the waters 

of the 1913 Flood. This bridge will be the focus by a 

talk by David Simmons of the Ohio History Connec-

tion (formerly Ohio Historical Society) at the John 

McIntire Library at 2:00 on July 19. The program is 

open to the public and there will be no charge. 

Some of the Y Bridge artifacts from the P&HS col-

lection will be on display. The fourth Y Bridge end-

ed its life on May 6, 1984, when an explosives blast 

sent it into the river.  

Our present, fifth bridge, has the distinction of 

having been dedicated on three separate occa-

sions, thanks to partisan politics. It is better to be 

known for that quirk of small town life than for hav-

ing brought about the death of one of its builders, 

like bridge #3, or having to face off against a flood 

of epic proportions, like bridge #4.  

This has been just a summary of 200 years of Y 

Bridges. To read more of their history you can pur-

chase a copy of Norris Schneider’s booklet “The 

Famous Y Bridge at Zanesville, Ohio” in the shop at 

the Stone Academy. To see pictures of the bridge, 

how it has been used in art and advertising, and 

how the bridge was depicted on souvenirs go to 

our Facebook page at “Pioneer and Historical So-

ciety of Muskingum County” and click on the al-

bum “Y Bridge Bicentennial.” 

 

The third, and only completely cov-
ered, Y Bridge which stood from  
1832  until 1900. 
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Effective May 24, 2014, the Ohio Historical Socie-

ty changed its name to the Ohio History Connec-

tion. “Sixty years ago, the Ohio Historical Society was 

called The Ohio State Archeological and Historical 

Society,” said Burt Logan, executive director and 

CEO of the Ohio History Connection. “The Ohio His-

tory Connection will usher in the next evolving gen-

eration of historical preservation both live and 

online.”  

Logan said the name change is the result of two 

years of research both nationally and in Ohio. Logan 

said an overwhelming majority of respondents en-

joyed the services and historical sites in Ohio, but 

those same people felt the words “historical” and 

“society” were too exclusive and antiquated. 

“That is the exact opposite of what we are and 

what we aim to be,” he added. “We believe the 

Ohio History Connection communicates our service 

in the simplest way possible: assisting people with 

accessing, preserving and sharing Ohio’s past.” 

Our organization’s name shares those two 

“exclusive” and “antiquated” terms and adds a 

third (“pioneer”) to the mix. Should we be thinking 

about a name that better communicates our pur-

pose and what we do, as stated in our recently up-

dated by-laws (November 2013)? 

 

The Pioneer and Historical Society of 
Muskingum County believes that an under-
standing and appreciation of our historic 
heritage is essential to maintaining a unique 
and meaningful identity as a community. The 
mission of the Society is to celebrate and 
preserve the history of Muskingum County 
and its people and to assure that this legacy 
is passed on to future generations. Towards 
this end we will: educate and engage a di-
verse public through a variety of programs; 
maintain our museum buildings and collec-
tions; support research; publish historical 
documents; and manage the society openly, 
ethically, and professionally. 

 

Let us know what you think. Submit a “letter to 

the editor” of this newsletter. Or send a comment by 

using the “Contact Us” feature on our website, 

www.muskngumhistory.org. You can also comment 

on our Facebook page.  

A few years ago the Ohio Association of Histori-

cal Societies and Museums also changed its name, 

to the Ohio Local History Alliance. Organized in 1960, 

the Alliance is made up of local historical societies, 

historic preservation groups, history museums, ar-

chives, libraries, and genealogical societies through-

out Ohio. P&HS is an active member of this organiza-

tion and in March I was elected to serve as a mem-

ber its Board and as Region 10 Representative. For 

more information visit their website, 

www.ohiolha.org.  

 

PORTRAIT RESTORATION PROJECT 
In 2012, the Society’s trustees established a re-

stricted line item in the budget for care and restora-

tion of its collection.  The trustees also approved a list 

of priorities for the use of that money. Restoration of 

the portrait of Dr. Increase Mathews is at the top of 

that list.  

An effort, led by descendants of Dr. Mathews, is 

underway to raise $4,000 so that the portrait can be 

restored in time for the 2014 Holiday Open House at 

the museum. So far less than one fourth of the need-

ed funds have been received. Society members 

and others interested in restoring this valuable paint-

ing are invited to join the Mathews descendants in 

making this project a reality.  

Please contact the director if you have ques-

tions. Send donations to: 

  Pioneer and Historical Society 

  ATTN: Mathews Portrait 

  115 Jefferson Street 

  Zanesville, Ohio 43701 

What’s in a Name? 
Jim Geyer, Director  

 

http://www.muskngumhistory.org
http://www.ohiolha.org
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MATHEWS HOUSE GARDENS ON  

GARDEN TOUR 

The gardens of the Dr. Increase Mathews 

House will be included on the Beaux Arts Club Gar-

den Tour on Sunday June 22. Their inclusion is a testi-

mony to the hard work done by the Muskingum 

County Master Gardeners who plant and maintain 

the gardens. The seven gardens on the tour are 

open from 11:00 until 5:00. Tickets are $15 in ad-

vance or $20 the day of the event and may be pur-

chased at the Zanesville Museum of Art. For more 

information about the tour, go to zanesvilleart.org. 

Additional work on the museum grounds has 

been done by volunteers Ann Burkhart, Whitey 

Barnes, Jim McDonald and Bob Jenkins. If you 

would like to help support the cause of Local History 

but don’t want to be confined to a museum giving 

tours we can always use more help in maintaining 

our museum grounds. There are flower beds around 

the Mathews House and Stone Academy, in addi-

tion to the garden cared for by the Master Garden-

ers, which grow weeds as well as flowers and both 

museums have bushes that must be trimmed. To 

volunteer to help with yard work you can call the 

museum office at 454-9500.  

While visiting the Mathews House gardens be 

sure to visit the museum, also. In keeping with this 

being a Beaux Arts Club tour we will be featuring 

paintings by Albert C Fauley (1859-1919) and his 

wife Lucy Stanbery Fauley (1851-1926). Most of 

these paintings are not usually on display since 

some are unframed and some are in need of resto-

ration. The Fauleys were both born in Fultonham. 

Lucy Stanbery Fauley was related to Henry Stan-

bery, Attorney General of the United States and 

lead defense lawyer in the impeachment trial of 

President Andrew Johnson, and to George Stan-

bery, the plant superintendent who made the 

American Encaustic Tiling Company a success. She 

studied art with John Twachtman.  

Albert Fauley studied under Gustave Boulanger 

and Benjamin Constant at the Académie Julian in 

Paris. Both of the Fauleys taught at the Columbus 

School for Girls and were an important part of the 

Columbus art world of the early 20th century with 

studios in the YMCA building in Columbus. Although 

known as an impressionist, Albert painted the offi-

cial gubernatorial portraits of James Edwin Camp-

bell, Asa Bushnell and the portraits of two chief jus-

tices of the State Supreme Court. 

 

Portrait of Ann Stanberry Burgess  by Lucy Stanbery Fauley, on display in the 
Children’s Room at the Dr. Increase Mathews House Museum 

 

Foxgloves in the garden of the Dr. Increase Mathews House. Read this 
newsletter on our website to see the pictures in color. 



8 

 

Pioneer & Historical Society 

  Of Muskingum County 

115 Jefferson St 

Zanesville OH 43701 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit Organization 

U S POSTAGE  

PAID 

Zanesville OH 43701 

PERMIT NO 528 

 

NEW EXHIBITS AT THE STONE ACADEMY 

There are two new displays in the Robins room on the second floor of the Stone Academy. One 

case features Working Pottery. We are all familiar with the art pottery for which Zanesville is so well 

known. The earliest pottery made in our community and that which produced the most income for the 

manufacturers was pottery that served a function other than sitting on a mantle looking pretty. The dis-

play has crocks, jugs, canning jars and bowls that were used in daily life. Some were used to store food 

in the home, some were used in food preparation and some held merchandise that was for sale. Work-

ing pottery was expendable and was meant to be used and perhaps broken and is often not marked 

but we know the maker of a few pieces. 

Another display case is filled with pottery mugs. The early 20th century was a great time for pottery 

production and was also a great time for beer production. When beer came from barrels and growl-

ers, there was a demand for mugs. Potteries represented in-

clude SA Weller, J B Owens, Gonder Ceramic Arts, Buckeye 

Stoneware, Hartstone, McCoy, Burley Winter, Imperial Porcelain, 

 

A Stine Pottery canning jar, one of 

our examples of “Working Pottery.” 

 

J B Owens mug from the Mugs exhibit. 


