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A Note of thanks 

 

The 2014 Putnam Open House was a success. 

This was due to many people who helped decorate, 

plan, organize, act as volunteer docents and help 

out in general. The Pioneer and Historical Society 

of Muskingum County is very grateful for those 

who have contributed so much to our event. We 

can never carry out our programs and plans with-

out you. Special thanks to Stephanie Kline, Ann 

Burkhart, Morten Bach, Nancy Ragias, Dale 

Schwartzmiller, Judy Dixon and John Lear who 

helped plan the event as members of the Program 

Committee. Nancy volunteered to appear on WHIZ 

Live at Noon and talk about our event which is 

very much appreciated, since I did not have to do 

it. Special thanks to Jim Geyer who did the posters 

and flyers, Mitch Taylor who shared gifts from 

Christmas’ past and to John Lear for providing us 

with copies of Jim Geyer’s work. A special thanks 

to Pete Cultice who provided some of the funding 

for this years event through a special corporate 

gift.  The Sweet Adelines and Zanesville High 

School Strings also deserve special mention as en-

tertainers who through music got us in the spirit 

of the holidays. We also with to thank the Putnam 

Presbyterian Church who opened their doors to 

our guests and shared their organ music with 

them. The following historic homes were also par-

ticipants: Alvah Buckingham House, and the 

Buckingham-Sturtevant-Achauer-House, who we 

thank for sharing their homes with our guests. I 

know it is a lot of work to prepare their homes.  

Thanks also to the Weasel Boy Brewing Company, 

Nicol’s Family Restaurant, and Muddy Misers Cool 

River Café, which are our neighbors and support-

ers in the Putnam area.  

As we think about the coming holiday season 

we hope that our membership and friends will con-

tinue to think about us and include us in their gift 

giving. They have been generous in the past and 

no doubt will continue to be in the future. Without 

their continued support we would not exist. So, as 

you think of this Christmas and Christmas past, 

please include us and support our mission of 

maintaining our historic buildings, our heritage 

and values for the next generation. 

 

A sincere thank you to all who support us.  

Happy Holidays to ALL! 

 

  Bob Jenkins, President 

MUSEUMS OF THE PIONEER &  

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

OF  

MUSKINGUM COUNTY 

  

The Stone Academy Historic Site & Museum 

115 Jefferson Street 

Zanesville, Ohio 

  

Dr. Increase Mathews House Museum 

304 Woodlawn Avenue  

 

Both museums are now closed for the season. For 

information on scheduling a group tour during this 

time please call the office.  

 

The Historical Society office is  

located at the Stone Academy 

740 454-9500 

www.Muskingumhistory.org 

  

Like us on Facebook 
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(This is the third in a series of articles that address current issues in museum and non-profit management. 
In June we looked at research and reasoning cited by the Ohio Historical Society for changing its name to 
the Ohio History Connection. We are aware that our name no longer reflects who we are and what we do. 
In September, we discussed the ongoing argument in the museum world about the future of historic house 
museums. We continue to explore strategies to return the Dr. Increase Mathews House to the stature and 
importance enjoyed when it opened in the 1970s. In this issue we examine the role support groups play, or 
should play, in the operation of museums.) 
 
In 2010, the Dr. Increase Mathews House needed major exterior restoration. The Friends of the Pioneer 

and Historical Society of Muskingum County stepped up and provided a major portion of the funding for 

the project. Supporting museums by providing funding is an important role of “friends” groups accord-

ing to Museum Basics by Timothy Ambrose and Crispin Payne. Other important functions cited in the 

book include: 
 

 Helping create interest in the museum 

 Being socially inclusive; avoid becoming an exclusive club or clique 

 Operating within a formal organizational structure with a constitution, clear lines of accountability, 

and provision for leadership development 

 Working FOR the museum (as opposed to volunteers who work IN the museums; both add value)  

 

The Friends of P&HS, as an organization, is an active and an important advocate of local history but no 

longer has resources to support our museums as it did in 2010 and before. There are ways you can 

help.  
 

 Join the Friends of P&HS and encourage your family and friends to do so as well. 

 Give to the Friends in the form of Donations and Memorials so they can continue the work of assist-

ing our museums. 

 Volunteer some of your time to help the Friends of P&HS with outreach and activities. 

 Serve as an officer or on a committee and bring your energy and ideas to the table. 

 Engage yourself in activities and events by attending. 

 Recommend and promote our museums by telling others about all they offer. 

 

Not interested in joining another organization? That’s okay. According to the US Federation of Friends 

of Museums:  

 
“Those who contribute in any way to the support of the museum, to their development, and 
to their public presence and influence are called ‘friends of museums’. They act on a voluntary and 
non-remunerative basis. Their support is moral, financial, or consists of voluntary work or expertise. 
Benefactors, donors, volunteers, museum board members, and members of museums are all consid-
ered friends of museums.”   

 

So what are friends for? Want to join the discussion? Have an idea about increasing community (or 

Friends of P&HS) support for our museums? Let us know what’s on your mind about this topic, or the 

others in the series. Got an idea for a name that better reflects who we are and what we do? Submit a 

“letter to the editor” of this newsletter. Or send a comment by using the “Contact Us” feature on our web-

site, www.muskngumhistory.org. You can also comment on our Facebook page or call the office at 740-

454-9500. We look forward to hearing from you. 

What are friends for? 
Jim Geyer, Museum Director  

http://www.muskngumhistory.org
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IMPROVEMENTS AT THE 

STONE ACADEMY 
We continue to make changes to the exterior 

of the Stone Academy and its grounds. Last year 

we lowered the east perimeter wall and repaired 

the roof trusses and replaced slates on the 1830s 

addition. This year we lowered the front (south) 

retaining wall and replaced the shingle roof on the 

garage addition. 

The front brick wall had been built up in two 

phases as demonstrated by old photographs and 

from the difference in the type of bricks used. The 

lower part of the wall was made of common brick. 

Later, heavier street pavers were added to the top. 

There were no drain holes in the wall and hydro-

static pressure and pressure from the roots of the 

hedge immediately behind the wall were causing it 

to slowly, but steadily, move outward from the top. 

Having heavier brick on the top, most out of 

plumb sections, contributed to the problem. Re-

moving the hedge and the later section of brick 

will help stabilize the remaining wall. Many people 

have told us they like the new look because it 

makes the Academy more visible from the street. 

The “new” look really isn’t new but is a return to a 

streetscape last seen in the 1930s.   

The front of the Academy has changed consid-

erably over the years. The present wide front 

porch replaced the original narrow stoop. The level 

of Jefferson Street has lowered over the years with 

old photographs showing a larger front yard with a 

more gradual slope. The alley to the west of the 

Academy was added as the block was subdivided 

and as with the street, its grade has been lowered. 

The change in grade left the foundation of the east 

brick wall (now removed) fully exposed. Any 

change in appearance of old buildings will cause 

concern to some people but change is constant. 

The asphalt shingle roof on the garage addi-

tion was well past its life expectancy and was re-

placed by a standing seam metal roof. The McHen-

ry family had extended the west wall of the garage 

in the early 20th century making two different 

slopes on that side. This made the job more inter-

esting but the roofers came with good recommen-

dations and the new roof should have a life expec-

tancy greater than that of most of the Trustees.  

There are many challenges in caring for 200-

year old buildings but the Historical Society is do-

ing its best to insure that the Stone Academy and 

Dr. Increase Mathews House will be around for 

many more years. 

 

Stone Academy in 1938 before the addition of a paving brick course to the front wall and before bushes were planted. Compare 
this to the present streetscape the next time you drive down Jefferson Street. 
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A black and white photograph of an oil portrait 

of Dr. Increase Mathews has hung on the wall of 

the Mathews House Museum for many years. An-

other photo of the portrait can be found in a family 

genealogy publication from the 1930s. Through the 

years we heard rumors regarding the location of the 

original portrait but its location remained a mys-

tery. Thanks to Loyd McCoy, a descendant of Dr. 

Mathews and the owner of the painting, and the 

Zanesville Museum of Art, that has changed and 

the original portrait is now on display in the home 

Dr. Mathews built in 1805. As we wrote about in 

the June newsletter, the painting was suffering 

from the effects of time and had some tears, areas 

of missing paint and was in need of cleaning. Many 

people, including some of Mathews’ descendants, 

responded to our request for funds to restore the 

painting and this summer the needed work was 

done by Old World Restorations in Cincinnati.  

The photograph in the 1930s publication 

showed a carved oak frame which had become lost 

through the years so a frame from the Society’s col-

lection was substituted. It is completely different in 

character from the oak frame but is similar to the 

frame on the portrait of Dr. Mathews’ competitor 

John McIntire that is on display at the Stone Acad-

emy. 

The portrait is not artist-signed but has been 

attributed to James Pierce Barton (1817-1891), Za-

nesville’s leading portraitist from the second half of 

the 19th century. Barton seldom signed his paint-

ings but the style is definitely his. 

The family of the late William Adams, the man 

responsible for saving the Mathews House from ru-

in in 1937, presented the Historical Society a small 

oil painting of the house done by Byron Shrider on 

the back (rough) side of a piece of Masonite. The 

building is shown in its haunted house phase with 

the windows boarded up. Most significantly, it de-

picts the building with the upper stories painted a 

dark reddish color, similar to the current look of 

the Mathews House but very different from how the 

building looked during the 1970s and 1980s. This 

painting was also taken to the restoration studio 

and was cleaned and stabilized. We greatly appreci-

ate the Adams family’s continued interest in the 

Mathews House. 

 

 

 

Dr. Increase Mathews House by Byron Shrider, painted on the back of 
a piece of Masonite. 

 

Restored portrait of Dr. Increase Mathews. To see both of these 
photographs in color, read this newsletter on our website, 

Muskingumhistory.org. 

DR. MATHEWS RETURNS HOME 
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TIME TO RENEW ANNUAL MEM-

BERSHIPS 
It is time to renew your annual membership in 

the P&HS. Members are important to us as more 

than just a source of dues. When we apply for 

grant money, a large, active membership counts in 

our favor. Members are our primary source for vol-

unteers who serve as docents and allow us to keep 

our museums open. Most of our programs are 

open to the public but we count on our members 

to attend and support our efforts to bring our his-

tory to the community. 

You should have already received your renew-

al notice in the mail but in case you have mis-

placed it, an individual membership is $15, family 

membership is $30, Senior Citizens and students 

may join for $10 and our Local History Partner 

membership is $100. A Life Membership is $300 

and businesses may become Corporate Sponsors 

for $500 or $1000.  

Members at all levels receive this newsletter 

four times a year, Muskingum Journal twice a year, 

free admission to both museums, and discounted 

rates to those programs for which there is a 

charge. 

Membership dues and donations may be 

mailed to Pioneer & historical Society, 115 Jeffer-

son St., Zanesville, OH 43701. 

 

PRESERVING YOUR FAMILY 

TREASURES 
On December 11, Museum Director Jim Geyer 

and Curator Mitch Taylor teamed with Zanesville 

Museum of Art Registrar Andy Near to present a 

program on Preserving Your Family Treasures: 

Works on Paper. Workshop participants learned 

about the differences in archival page protectors, 

the challenges of high acid paper, how to distin-

guish between different types of non-paper support 

photographs, sources of archival supplies and how 

to flatten curled photographs. Examples of paper 

based archives from the collections of both organi-

zations were used in the discussions.  

If there is sufficient demand for this type of 

program, workshops on caring for other family 

treasures, such as fabric, leather, metal or paint-

ings, could be held. The Works on Paper workshop 

was held at the Zanesville Museum of Art. The 

next program, if any, would be held at the Stone 

Academy.  

WE APPRRECIATE ALL OF OUR 

SUPPORTERS 
We thank all of you who have renewed your 

membership in the P&HS. We want to personally 

thank those members who gave a donation above 

the level of basic dues. As of December 29, we 

have received donations from the following people: 
 

Mary Flannagan, Kurt & Debbie White, Jan Cleek, 

Tina Wickline, J William Barrett, Mrs. R J Straker, 

Rob & Lynn Moehrman, Lee & Vicci Biles, Nancy 

Hodous, Susan Williams, Frederic Grant, Shirley 

Henderson, Charles & Marcy White, Tom & Dianne 

Ischy, Brent Stubbins, Bobbie Rust, Bob Daniels, 

Mike & Stephanie Kline, Carolyn Spencer, Mary 

Jane Cain, Paul Smith, Gary Felumlee, Richard 

Niekirk, J William Straker, Dr. Juan & Christine 

LaCerda, Phyllis Mast, Barbara & Drew Hansen, 

Sandra Turner, Lloyd Barnes, Buck Brackman, 

John Chalfant, Steve & Lynn Carrel, Sandra Mil-

ler, Betty Wiechert, JoAnna Shelly, Mary Ann Lew-

is. 
 

We also thank our two new Life Members: 

Robert Nicholas and Lynn Carrel. Life Member 

dues are added to the P&HS endowment where 

they continue to produce income year after year. 

 

 

IN MEMORIUM 

The Historical Society extends its condolences 

to the family of Lloyd “Whitey” Barnes who passed 

away on December 27. Whitey was our youngest 

Trustee in terms of years spent on the Board and 

the oldest in terms of life experiences but he was 

also one of our hardest working Trustees. He was 

doing yard work when he was past 90 and when 

he had to give up the physical labor he continued 

to plan landscaping for our grounds. He often said 

he wished he had learned about the organization 

earlier in life, a sentiment with which we can con-

cur. It was an honor to sit on the Board with 

someone who had done so much to serve his coun-

try and his community. 
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A review of 2014; a glimpse at 2015 
Jim Geyer, Museum Director  

For those interested in numbers, here’s a look 

back at 2014: 

 For the third consecutive year over 2,000 people par-

ticipated in programming provided by P&HS.  

 Visits to the Stone Academy Historic Site and Museum 

totaled 1035. 

 Visits to the Dr. Increase Mathews House and Gardens 

totaled 826. 

 Over 200 attended off-site programs offered around 

the community. 

 309 students visited each of our museums on field 

trips. 

 Over 4,000 connected to our website, 

www.muskingum history.org.  

 Our Facebook page now has 942 Likes.  

Looking ahead to 2015: 

(This is a partial list. Most of these ideas are in early 

the planning process; look for more details in future 

newsletters.) 

 Both museums will continue to be open year-round 

by appointment and offer regular operating hours on 

a seasonal basis. 

 P&HS will host multiple events as part of new com-

munity-wide effort to promote literacy, local history, 

civic pride, and inter-generational connection. 

 A new initiative to foster living history interpretation 

will commence.  

 We will partner with the PURE Center board to pro-

vide Underground Railroad programming for the 

community.  

 A new oral history component will be added to the 

programming provided for the community.  
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Additional pictures exclusive to the digital edition of the newsletter. 

 

James Pierce Barton, painter of the portrait of Dr. 
Increase Mathews shown on page 3. 

 

Kentucky Landscape, by James Pierce Barton, 1832. From the collection of the      
Cincinnati Museum Center 

 

Earliest known photograph of the Stone Academy.  

Notice the higher elevation of the street compared to 

today. 

 

The recently lowered front 

retaining wall at the Stone 

Academy. Compare to the 

photo on page 3. 


