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ANOTHER APPROACH TO THE RACE PROB-

LEM: THE MUSKINGUM COUNTY EMIGRAT-

ING ASSOCIATION 

The stories of the Underground Railroad and 

the Abolition movement are important parts of 

Muskingum County history. Less frequently dis-

cussed is the American Colonization Society and its 

local chapter. The Colonization Society sought to 

move all Black people, both free and slave, to the 

African country of Liberia, even though some of 

them had been born in this country and their fami-

lies had lived here for generations. Its supporters 

thought that America could not exist as a bi-racial 

nation.  An even more obscure movement was the 

Muskingum County Emigrating Association which 

explored moving Black families to Canada. Joshua 

McCarter Simpson, a local poet, herb doctor and 

supporter of rights for persons of color wrote two 

letters to the editor of the Zanesville Gazette in 

which he described the work of the Emigrating So-

ciety. To read Mr. Simpson’s account of how he re-

ceived an education despite a society which tried 

to deny him that privilege see Muskingum Journal 

13:2.   

 

(Zanesville Gazette March 26, 1851, Vol. 1 No. 47) 

Canada, or Liberia? 
 

Mr. Editor:- If I will not be intruding upon your time 

and space, I should be glad to inform the citizens and friends 

of what the colored people of this City and County have under 

contemplation. 

Many of the colored citizens of "Old Muskingum", 

have concluded with me, that "we have no abiding city here", 

that it is best for us to "seek one to come." In order to do this 

effectually, and satisfactorily, we have formed ourselves into 

an Association, which is known as the Muskingum County 

Emigrating Association. And as Canada has been recommend-

ed to us by many as being a land "great and good;" a land 

whose fertility of soil - salubrity of climate - Agricultural fa-

cilities, and wholesomeness and equality of government, 

would much better suit our capacities, and condition than that 

of Liberia; we have concluded to send a man over to the far-

famed country Canada this coming summer to explore her 

healthful, and fertile regions; and to ascertain the population, 

and true condition of the colored people who have heretofore 

sought an Asylum in the "Lion's Den," and to acquaint him-

self of all the facts and principles relative to the Nationality of 

the colored people who are now in the "bull pen," and bring us 

back a true report. This explorer will make himself as useful 

as possible to the colored people now there, by lecturing to 

them on moral, intellectual, and agricultural improvements. 

This Agent will stay in Canada as long as Moses Walker did 

in Liberia, (4 months) and instead of traveling 40 miles, we 

want him to travel 400. After our explorer returns and submits 

to us his report, we perhaps will be able to give the Coloniza-

tion society a decided answer, whether we will go to Liberia 

or not. Nothing will hinder this Canada enterprise but the  

(continued on page 7) 

MUSEUMS OF THE PIONEER &  
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The Stone Academy 
115 Jefferson Street 
Zanesville, Ohio 

  
Dr. Increase Mathews House 

304 Woodlawn Avenue  
 

Both museums are closed for the winter and 
will reopen in the spring. 

Group tours available by appointment. 
 

The Historical Society office is  
located at the Stone Academy 

740 454-9500 
www.Muskingumhistory.org 
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Jim Geyer, Project Director 

ATTAINABLE GOALS 

A recent visitor commented that the Stone Academy was in remarkable condition, especially for a build-

ing constructed so long ago. As we were standing in the parking lot looking at the west elevation I men-

tioned that we had just invested $21,000 restoring a portion of the roof on the 1840 Potwin addition. After a 

closer look he asked what work had been performed, noting that there was no visible sign that anything 

had been done. His observation was an affirmation that one of the two major goals - maintaining the his-

torical and architectural characteristics of the building - had been achieved. Evaluating the second goal - 

restoring structural integrity to the rafters, joists, and box gutter - requires a look at photographs taken be-

fore, during, and after the project. We’ve included several below; others are available on our website, 

www.muskingumhistory.org.  

 

RELIABLE PARTNERS 

What made this project remarkable is the incredible collaborative effort that made it possible. When the 

issues with the roof were first detected in the summer of 2012, possible solutions ranged in cost from $12,000 

to $60,000. We had just replaced a furnace and paid for a partial demolition and capping of the east wall. 

There was no money to fix the roof. Raising $60,000 was not an attainable goal. The society’s trustees for-

mulated a plan that including temporary measures to prevent further deterioration, a capital campaign to 

acquire matching funds needed for grant assistance, and an affordable plan to fix the roof while main-

taining the historic and architectural integrity of the building.   

 

Small local historical societies like ours rely on donations and support from like-minded individuals and 

groups across the community to help fund restoration projects and establish credibility with outside funding 

sources. Our membership again led the way by providing over $3000 for the roof. The Muskingum County 

Commissioners added needed funds as well as their influence and clout. We were humbled by generous 

donations from our friends from the local chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution and the 

Zanesville Civil War Roundtable as well as the willingness of Civil War musician Steve Ball to perform a ben-

efit concert.   

 

This support provided matching funds needed to secure an $8000 grant from the Ohio Historical Society’s 

History Fund. The History Fund is supported exclusively by voluntary donations of Ohio income tax refunds 

and designated gifts to the Ohio Historical Society. www.ohiohistory.org/historyfund. When contractor bids 

came in higher than expected additional funding was provided by the Taylor-McHenry Memorial Founda-

tion and the Energy Cooperative’s Operation Roundup Foundation.  

 

COVENANT 

To our partners who made the project possible, the Pioneer and Historical Society of Muskingum County 

promises to fund a roof maintenance program for at least the next five years. Included will be yearly in-

spections and repairs, as well as replacing damaged, poorly repaired, and/or discolored slates.  

 

 

DUE DILIGENCE WHEN MAKING DECISIONS 

Decisions affecting the project were made in a careful, meticulous, and thorough manner. This approach 

was especially difficult because, in several instances, decisions had to be made under conditions of uncer-

tainty. Early on in the process we asked architect Pat Kelly to suggest a fix that would achieve the two 

goals mentioned above. He did so not knowing how much money we would eventually be able to spend 

on the project. Our trustees were asked to approve the proposed project knowing that it could possibly 

result in additional issues being uncovered costing more than we had to spend. And, in fact, once the 

slate was removed additional damage not included in the bid specifications was discovered. Contractors  

Stone Academy Roof Project: a model for preserving 

our historic property 

http://www.muskingumhistory.org
http://www.ohiohistory.org/historyfund
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were reluctant to submit proposals knowing that working on old buildings often turned out to be more prob-

lematic and costly than anticipated. We are grateful that an experienced and dependable local compa-

ny, Lepi Enterprises, Inc., agreed to do the work specified. We are fortunate they were resourceful and able 

to fix unexpected structural issues while keeping the project on budget.  

 

EXPRESSIONS OF APPRECIATION 

To all of you who donated money to the project, Thank You! To all who support the Society through their 

membership, Thank You! Having a strong, active membership base is imperative in establishing credibility 

and securing grants and other funding. To Mr. Steve Ball, Thank You! To our architect Pat Kelly and contrac-

tor Lepi Enterprises, Thank You! To those organizations that provided gifts and grants – Zanesville Civil War 

Roundtable, our local DAR, the Muskingum County Commissioners, the Taylor-McHenry Foundation, the En-

ergy Cooperative RoundUp Foundation, and the Ohio Historical Society – Thank You! 

 

I encourage all of you, as the opportunity presents itself, to join me in thanking the individuals and organiza-

tions that partnered with the Society to help preserve this valuable piece of our local heritage we call the 

Stone Academy.  

 

 

 

 

 

View from attic showing new lumber sistered to original trusses. New truss extensions which support box gutters. 

View with slates removed showing damaged underlayment 

and loss of mortar on chimney. 

Finished view showing new flashing, replaced slates and repaired 

box gutters. 
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President’s  Message 

December 2013 

 

Dear Members, 

I wish you all a Happy Holiday Season and 

Prosperous New Year.  

Your historical society has been busy.  We are 

having a Christmas Open House again this year at 

both the Stone Academy and the Increase 

Mathews House. They will be open to the public 

free of charge on December 14 and 15 from 1:00 

pm to 5:00 pm.  Please stop down and see our 

buildings decorated for the Holiday Season.  In ad-

dition to ourselves several of the local historical 

homes, business and the Putnam Presbyterian 

Church will be open to the public at no charge. 

Come share the season with us. A special invitation 

will be issued to the Descendants of the Increase 

Mathews family.  Most of these are fourth or fifth 

generations removed from the doctor. Those who 

hold local residentship have been invited to come 

tour their ancestor’s home. 

In other areas, the work on the Stone Acade-

my addition roof has been completed. While work-

ers were repairing the sag in the roof the city in-

spector came by and advised us to strengthen all 

the roof supports. Although not part of the project, 

it made sense to do that while they were exposed.  

Unfortunately, it also increased the cost. The Ohio 

Historical Society has not yet sent us the final pay-

ment of the roof work grant we obtained from the 

History Fund, but we hope they will approve every-

thing and send the check soon. The funds came 

from an Ohio Income Tax check off which offers 

state income tax payers an opportunity to send a 

tax payer determined portion of their tax refund to 

several different groups. If you have not done so in 

the past please consider giving part of your refund 

to the Ohio Historical Society for the History Fund so 

that other local historical societies can apply for 

these competitive grants as we did. In order for the 

History Fund to continue to be a part of the tax re-

fund program, Ohioans must donate at least 

$150,000 next year. This amount was not reached 

last year so this option may come to an end if they 

do not reach that goal. The rest of the roof work 

was completed and we are looking for grant mon-

ey to replace the garage roof next summer if possi-

ble. We have come up with a list of priorities and 

the garage roof is one of them. We also would like 

to restore the painting of Increase Mathews, which 

is in storage. In addition, we would also like to re-

store the two McHenry paintings that hang in the 

Music Room of the Stone Academy. As the parents 

of Lydia Taylor and former owners of the building 

we think they should be restored when funds be-

come available. We know we will have to make 

some repairs on the brick wall in front of the Stone 

Academy before it falls into the street. Mainte-

nance is never ending as every homeowner knows, 

and it is especially prevalent in buildings that are 

over two hundred years of age.  

As 2013 comes to an end I wish to thank every-

one from the members who support us to the vol-

unteers, The Friends of the Pioneer and Historical 

Society and Executive Committee with whom I 

work. A very special thanks to our Director, Jim 

Geyer and our Curator, Mitch Taylor. We try hard to 

preserve, maintain, and expand our collection and 

buildings. We just could not do it with out all of you.  

Thank You! 

     Bob Jenkins, PRESIDENT PIONEER & HISTORICAL SOCIETY   

PIONEER & HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

OF MUSKINGUM COUNTY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Bob Jenkins, president 

Jerry Simeral, vice-president 

Janet James, secretary 

 Morten Bach         Lloyd Barnes 

 Ann Burkhart            Gary Felumlee          

 Floyd Felumlee          Alan King          

 Stephanie Kline         John Lear                   

 Jim McDonald            Mitch Taylor             

 Mike Willey               Tina Wickline 

  

Jim Geyer, Museum Director 

Mitch Taylor, Curator 
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SUMMARY OF HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S 

ANNUAL MEETING 

The Historical Society held its annual meeting at 

the Stone Academy on November 12, 2013. Officers 

and committee chairmen reported on the Society’s 

activities over the past year and there was one 

piece of business. The highlights of some committee 

reports follow. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE: The Society suffered the ef-

fects of the Great Recession of 2008 the same as 

everyone else but our endowment has recovered 

and has surpassed the pre-2008 levels. Endowment 

funds come from Life Membership dues and from 

donations directed to the endowment. Endowment 

interest and dividends are major sources of Society 

funding. 

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE: The committee has three 

areas of concern, our semiyearly history journal, 

Muskingum Journal, our quarterly newsletter, 

“Historically Speaking”, and our Facebook postings. 

Muskingum Journal is the most ambitious of our pub-

lications but also the most expensive. The expenses 

associated with building maintenance made it fi-

nancially impossible for us to print the second issue 

of 2012. The journal is one of our educational en-

deavors with copies sent to 7 high school and 3 col-

lege libraries. 

Our newsletter combines news of society activi-

ties with short articles on historical topics. Many or-

ganizations are no longer printing hardcopy news-

letters and only distribute them on-line, a move that 

we will have to consider in the future. This would 

save printing and mailing costs, would allow for 

more timely delivery of news and would allow us to 

use higher quality illustrations. 

Facebook is becoming less popular with teen-

agers but is becoming more popular with adults 

which makes it a useful medium for historical socie-

ties. It allows us to distribute quality graphics and 

current news and provides a platform for dialogue 

between people interested in Muskingum County 

history. With over 600 Friends, our Facebook postings 

have a broader reach than our membership mail-

ings 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: As of November 10, the 

Society had 78 Life Members and 177 Annual Mem-

bers. This is up slightly over the past two years. Our 

members are important sources for museum do-

cents and donations and they demonstrate to po-

tential financial grantors that we have community 

support. 

COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE (formerly known as Ac-

cessions Committee): The name of this committee 

was changed with the revision of the bylaws to re-

flect that we are not interested in merely acquiring 

artifacts but in their proper care, storage and dis-

play.  As they did last year, the committee devel-

oped a list of Artifact Preservation priorities for 2014: 

1. Restore the portrait of Dr. Increase Mathews at-

tributed to James Pierce Barton. The painting is in 

storage until the needed work is funded. 

2. Install light blocking window blinds at the Dr. In-

crease Mathews House Museum. Light is one of 

the great threats to a museum collection. Blinds 

were placed on the windows of the Stone 

Academy several years ago and we need to 

protect the collection at the Mathews House in 

a similar fashion. 

3. Repair the reed organ at the Stone Academy. 

The pump organ came from the farm house of 

the Moose Eye Orchard in Muskingum County 

and must be repaired before it can be played 

again. Two challenges are finding a person who 

can do the work and raising the money to pay 

him. 

4. Evaluate the samplers in the collection and per-

form necessary conservation. Amelia McIntire’s 

silk on silk sampler is the most prominent sampler 

in the collection but there are others. They 

should be evaluated by a person with 

knowledge of fabric conservation who can 

guide us through the steps needed for long term 

conservation. 

5. Refinish two display cases in the Archeology 

and Geology Room at the Mathews House. The 

wood and glass cases need to have their cur-

rent finish removed and new finish applied as 

was done with the Smith Sisters Indian dolls case. 

6. Restore portraits of Mr. and Mrs. James McHenry. 

These two large portraits have importance to 

the Society on several levels. Their subjects were 

previous owners of the Stone Academy and 

their daughter, Lydia Taylor, donated the Acad-

emy to the P&HS; they were painted by Mrs. 

McHenry; and they are prominently displayed at 

the Academy.   

(continued on page 6) 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5) 

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE (formerly 

known as House and Grounds Committee) The big-

gest building project the past year was the stabili-

zation of the roof of the Potwin addition to the 

Stone Academy and replacement of deteriorated 

slates. Other projects were lowering of the deterio-

rated eastern perimeter wall at the Stone Acade-

my, planting of arbor vitae along the east property 

line at the Academy and cutting hedges at the 

front of the Mathews House to a height of a few 

inches so that weeds between the individual plants 

could be removed. These things are in addition to 

the constant labor of maintaining two 200+ year 

old buildings. 

The committee developed a list of Building 

Preservation Priorities for 2014: 

1. Repair structural issues and replace asphalt 

shingles on Stone Academy garage roof and 

coat three porch roofs. The shingles on the gar-

age addition are past their life expectancy and 

should be replaced. 

2. Stabilize and repair the brick perimeter wall at 

the front of the Stone Academy. The last re-

maining full-height wall is leaning out and is in 

need of mortar replacement.  

3. Maintain landscaping and upgrade where pos-

sible. The Society must maintain the yards sur-

rounding the museums as well as the artifacts 

contained in the museum. 

4. Upgrade security system. The museum alarm 

system monitors for fire, smoke and break-ins 

but the sensors are getting old and we have 

been plagued with false alarms. 

5. Repair and maintain storm windows at the 

Mathews House. Better sealed windows will 

help stabilize the interior environment of the 

museum and will reduce heating and cooling 

costs. 

6. Replace Mathews House boiler when funds be-

come available. The boiler for the hot water 

heating system at the Mathews House is still 

useable but is reaching the end of its life. A 

new boiler would be much more efficient and 

would lower heating costs. 

 

The only item of new business on the agenda 

was approval of a major revision to the Society’s 

bylaws. Changes in technology, changes within 

the discipline of Local History, changes with how 

the Society interacts with its members and changes 

in law made the revision necessary. The full text of 

the bylaws can be read at our web site, Musk-

ingumhistory.org.  

 

WHY ARE WE HERE? 
The first change in the by-laws comes in Article 

II, Purpose.  This one paragraph is designed to tell 

our members, the government that gives us a tax-

exempt status and potential grantors just why it is 

we exist. The purpose statement has changed but 

our basic mission has remained the same for over 

one hundred years: preserving the history of Musk-

ingum County. The former purpose statement read: 

  

Article II 

Purpose 

The purpose of this Society is per-

petuating the history of Muskingum County, 

Ohio, the memory of the pioneers who set-

tled in this section of the country, to collect 

a museum of articles of historical interest 

and to preserve these intact for future gen-

erations. 

The concept of Local History has evolved since 

this was written. In today’s world, “pioneer” is seen 

to mean “first European man” to move into an ar-

ea and “collect articles and preserve” them is seen 

as stockpiling artifacts without regard to their use in 

explaining a community’s history. The new purpose 

statement emphasizes our overall history and how 

it may be used to help us appreciate who we are 

as parts of a community. 

 

Article II 

Purpose 

The Pioneer and Historical Society 

of Muskingum County believes that an un-

derstanding and appreciation of our histor-

ic heritage is essential to maintaining a 

unique and meaningful identity as a com-

munity. The mission of the Society is to cele-

brate and preserve the history of Musk-

ingum County and its people and to assure 

that this legacy is passed on to future gen-

erations. Towards this end we will: educate 

and engage a diverse public through a 

variety of programs; maintain our museum 

buildings and collections; support research; 

publish historical documents; and manage 

the society openly, ethically, and profes-

sionally. 
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(continued from page 1) 

want of means. I should be happy to know if this step will not 

meet your approbation - also the approbation of the white 

friends in general. We do not intend to trust a Moses Walker's 

verbal report; but our explorer will be obliged to keep a diary 

Journal of his travels, and observations. We anticipate great 

encouragements from our white friends, and hope they will 

not be blasted in the day of visitation. 

 

J. Mc C. SIMPSON, Sect'y of the M. E. A. Za-

nesville. 

 

 

(Zanesville Gazette April 23, 1851, Vol. 1 No. 51) 

Our Canada Enterprise again 

 

Mr. Editor:- I do not wish to occupy too much of 

your space, or wary the patience of your readers with our Can-

ada affair; but as a variety of varieties makes a newspaper 

interesting, I hope my present communication will find a 

place among others of its kind. 

Our Canada enterprise, is still burning in a few bos-

oms:-Our agent is appointed; and our financial committee is 

in the field. There is not a cloud of despair between us and 

Canada - only now and then, our very horizon seems to be 

darkened with empty pockets. 

The members of the Association have been taxed $1, 

each; which will be paid in against the 16th of May; which if 

paid, will amount to about $40. Our main dependance after 

that, is in the generous heartedness of those who are not 

members, and our white friends who are willing that we 

should look for ourselves. We have been bluffed off by some 

of our Colonization friends, very abruptly saying, "when we 

get ready to go where they wanted us to go, (which is to Libe-

ria,) they would willingly do their share." 

Now sir, just permit me to say, that if the Coloniza-

tionists are our true friends, they will be liberal enough to let 

us act with a free will; and they would be as willing to help us 

to Canada as to Liberia; providing we were satisfied. What 

would it profit us if we should gain the whole Continent of 

Africa, and be forever dissatisfied? Yet our Colonization 

friends are willing that we should venture on there, and with-

out any prethought on our part, throw ourselves into the lap of 

their "Liberian Colony." 

But as many have got the wrong idea of our inten-

tion; let me explain: 

Our object is of a two-told nature; for while we have 

in view the amelioration of our present condition; we also 

wish to become useful to those who in ignorance and supersti-

tion, that now darken the southern borders of the cold Asylum 

of the fugitive. We see the present, only wish to ascertain, for 

ourselves, whether, by going to Canada, we could be encour-

aged in agricultural and mechanical pursuits, and other honor-

able employments, or not, so as to bring the rising generation 

of our people out of those menial employments to which we 

are subject to in this City, and Country, which will ever keep 

us where we are, "Appendages to the white man!" We also 

wish to know whether we had better bid God speed to the 

panting fugitive; or turn his wandering feet some other course. 

All we ask now is, for our friends, who feel to sympathise 

with us to assist us in supporting our Agent, with in our ser-

vice. We want to rase him $200, for which he is to serve us 

four months; a sum, small enough, but too large for us to raise 

ourselves. We wish to get the money by the 15th of May. Af-

ter our agent returns he will report either by lecturing or by 

publication.  

Any feeling wishing to assist us will to send in their 

donations to J. Mc C. Simpson, Ch'm of the Financial Com. 

We were disappointed in not having any expression, 

either of the approbation, disapprobation, of yourself, or any 

one else. We wish to have harmony; both in effort, and feel-

ing. 

J. Mc C. SIMPSON. 

Zanesville, April 23d, 1851 

 

Trade card from Wells Furniture. During the Christmas 
Open House look for a child’s play  bureau in the Chil-
dren’s Room at the Dr. Increase Mathews House Mu-
seum that was purchased at Wells Furniture.  
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TO DO LIST 

1. Visit both of our museums during the Christ-
mas Open House, December 14 & 15. 

2. If you can, donate cookies for the Open House 
and drop them off at the Stone Academy by 
12:30 on the 14th. 

3. Buy Christmas presents (Journals, books, 
crocks)  from the shop at the Stone Academy. 

4. Pay your dues. 

5. Read this newsletter online to see the pictures 
in color. 

6. “Like” us on Facebook. 

7. Volunteer to be a docent next summer. 

8. Visit all the museums in Muskingum County in 
2014. 

 


