
 

 

 

AMELIA’S VICARIOUS EXCURSION 
 

When John McIntire‟s daughter Amelia 

was a young lady she spent her time 

traveling and being the life of many parties. 

Amelia has passed on but she remains the 

belle of the ball, living on through her silk on 

silk embroidered sampler which continues to 

make the rounds of high-class affairs. The  

sampler has been loaned to the Decorative 

Arts Center of Ohio in Lancaster for their 

exhibition “Equal in Goodness: Ohio 

Decorative Arts 1788-1860.” According to 

the exhibit flier, “Equal in Goodness: Ohio 

Decorative Arts 1788-1860 celebrates the 

courage and creativity of the pioneers who 

settled Ohio. Within a decade of 

undertaking an arduous journey - leaving 

behind all that was familiar - they were 

erecting fine houses and public buildings 

and creating a material culture: furniture, 

textiles, glass, silver and ceramics equal to 

that produced anywhere. A wide range of 

institutions, specialists and collectors have 

contributed to this rare, comprehensive look 

at early design and craftsmanship from all 

corners of Ohio.”  

Judging by the catalog prepared for 

the exhibition, a trip to Lancaster would be 

worthwhile for anyone interested in ante-

bellum decorative arts. The exhibit will run 

until June 5 and admission is free. For more 

information, visit the Decorative Arts Center 

website at www.decartsohio.org. 
 

SPRING IS IN THE AIR - ARE YOUR 

DUES IN THE MAIL? 

 
Spring is that time of year when we 

make plans for reopening the museums, 

schedule docent training classes, get the 

museum grounds ready for summer and 

check to see who hasn‟t renewed their 

Historical Society membership. You should 

have recently received your copy of 

Muskingum Journal and you know what 

great programs we have had the past two 

years so why wouldn‟t you want to continue 

to be a part of the only historical society 

that preserves the history of all of Muskingum 

County? If we have not yet received your 

dues for 2011 there will be a colored dot 

next to your address label on this newsletter. 

Please continue to support your historical 

society. 

 

 

HISTORICALLY SPEAKING 
March 2011 

The Newsletter of the Pioneer & Historical Society of Muskingum County 

 

MUSEUMS OF THE PIONEER & 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

OF  
MUSKINGUM COUNTY 

 
The Stone Academy 

115 Jefferson Street 
Zanesville, Ohio 

Open April through October, 
Wednesday through Friday 1:00 - 

4:00, Saturday 10:00 - 1:00 
 

Dr. Increase Mathews House 
304 Woodlawn Avenue 

Open May through September, 
Saturday and Sunday 1:00 - 4:00  

 

To schedule a group tour please 
contact us through our website. 

 

The Historical Society office is  
located at the Stone Academy 

740 454-9500 
 

www.muskingumhistory.org 
 

Visit us on Facebook; search for 
Pioneer and Historical Society of 

Muskingum County 

http://www.muskingumhistory.org/
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PPRREESSIIDD EENN TT ’’SS  RREEPPOO RRTT   

 
Spring at last! What a winter we have 

been through. Rough winters are even more 

difficult for historical buildings.  Our museums 

have had their share of problems this spring. 

Fortunately we have decided to embark on 

a program to not only maintain them but 

also actually improve them for future 

generations to enjoy.  We are in the 

beginning of a capital improvement project 

for the Dr. Increase Mathews House. The 

windows were last replaced around 1932, 

they are Pella windows but technology has 

improved a lot in eighty years.  The windows 

and doors need to be replaced at the 

Mathews house. The heating plant was last 

replaced the year the house was donated 

to the Historical Society, sometime around 

1970. It has a massive boiler that takes a lot 

of energy.  The exterior needs some work as 

well; shingles are missing in places and it is in 

need of re-staining and repainting. We plan 

to update all these things in the Mathews 

House during the next few years.  A few 

years ago we thought we might get some 

assistance from the State of Ohio‟s Capital 

Improvement fund but under the current 

economic situation we can„t depend on 

the state for assistance. We intend to get to 

work on some of the windows and possibly 

the exterior doors this year. We have been 

fortunate that the Friends of the Pioneer and 

Historical Society have provided us we some 

funding.  The Brighton Historical Association 

has given us some of their remaining funds 

to help with this project as well. Our director, 

Jim Geyer, has written a number of grant 

application to acquire private funds to help 

get the program started. Jim has also written 

a grant to have part of the wood portion of 

the Stone Academy repainted. It was last 

painted sometime in the early 1980‟s. 

Fortunately that is a side of the building not 

open to public view, but it still needs to be 

maintained. So the year 2011 will see us 

starting on new ventures as we attempt to 

preserve the past. 

Jim Geyer has spent much of the winter 

working on our application to become part 

of the National Park Service‟s Underground 

Railroad Network to Freedom Grant. The 

paper work has been extensive. We must 

offer written proof that our building was part 

of the Underground Railroad Network. Since 

this was an illegal activity, direct mention of 

these activities in the historical record is 

difficult to find. Jim has been researching 

and documenting evidence to prove our 

claim. Clearly the Stone Academy was used 

for a meeting place twice for the Ohio 

Antislavery Society but that in itself doesn‟t 

prove our claim. 

This year marks the sesquicentennial of 

the start of the Civil War. Muskingum County 

sent thousands of men to fight in this conflict 

and its impact is still felt today. The Civil War 

Roundtable will take an active role in 

organizing the celebration of this event. We 

will certainly do what we can to assist them 

and share in the contributions this 

community made to that conflict, which 

were many. Much of the events of the next 

four years may focus on this anniversary as 

well as the Centennial Celebration of the 

1913 flood. 

We have a formable agenda for the 

next few years. We wish to thank the many 

members whose contributions and 

memberships have allowed us to function in 

the past and for the foreseeable future. 

 

  Bob Jenkins 

PRESIDENT, PIONEER AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF 

MUSKINGUM COUNTY 

 

 

THE EASY WAY TO DONATE 
Of all the ways to part with our money, 

there is some pain involved with most. 

Paying $1.25 for a candy bar that used to 

cost 50¢, paying $3.45 for a gallon of gas or 

sending our taxes to Columbus or 

Washington can all cause us to wince. 

However there is a pain free way to donate 

to the Pioneer & Historical Society: make us 

the recipient of Kroger Community Rewards. 

The number of people supporting us in this 

way has increased 25%. To send rewards our 

way at no cost to you, go to 

krogercommunityrewards.com and link your 

Kroger Plus Shoppers Card to our account 

number 80971. 
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

MARCH 2011 
 

MATHEWS HOUSE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT:   

As of this writing, contributions and 

pledges from our members and donors total 

nearly $45,000. In addition, the Cora E. 

Rogge Trust has awarded the project a 

grant of $20,000. Additional funding for the 

2-year, $150,000 project is being sought 

from various charitable foundations, local 

businesses, and community and civic 

organizations. Our intent is, over the next 

two years, to address the most serious issues 

at the Mathews House in the most cost-

effective way possible while maintaining the 

historical integrity of the building. In the next 

few weeks the House & Grounds Committee 

will meet with architect Pat Kelly to discuss 

the nature and scope of work to be 

completed in 2011. Priorities this year will be 

windows and doors, as well as roof and 

siding repairs.  

 

MUSEUM OPERATIONS:     

Increased programming and exposure 

in 2009 and 2010 has resulted in a significant 

increase in interest in our museums. Several 

bus tours have already been scheduled and 

bookings for school and community groups 

continue to expand. Regular operating 

hours will be expanded at the Dr. Increase 

Mathews House. That museum will now be 

open on weekends, 1:00-4:00, May through 

September. The Stone Academy will be 

open April through October, Wed-Fri, 1:00-

4:00, and on Saturdays, 10:00 – 1:00.  

The Muskingum County Passport 

Program has been expanded and will be 

offered whenever we are open, not just 

during the summer months. Because of the 

role the building played in the abolitionist 

movement in the 1830s, the National Park 

Service is considering adding the Stone 

Academy to their Underground Railroad 

Network to Freedom. If we receive this 

honor, additional resources at the museum 

will be made available for UGRR 

programming.  

 

MORE VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED: 

Because of the increased demand for 

our services and an operating budget that is 

extremely tight, the P&HS Board of Trustees 

have taken several steps to keep the 

Society at a level expected by the 

membership. The museum and office were 

closed during the winter months to save 

money.  The budget for lawn care was 

reduced significantly. These actions were 

taken out of financial necessity but with the 

hope of increasing volunteer participation in 

the operations of the organization.  An 

organizational and informational meeting 

will be held on Saturday, April 16, at 10:00 

AM at the Stone Academy for anyone 

interested in becoming a Local History 

Volunteer. We are requesting that you pre-

register for this meeting by calling the office 

(454-9500) or using the “Contact Us” feature 

on our website, www.muskingumhistory.org.  

 

OUTREACH: The History has Left the Museum 

This component of the Zanesville 1810 

Project continues in 2011. Several programs 

have already been booked but we need 

your help to get the word out. If you know of 

a community organization, a school or 

church group, a service club, or nursing 

home that would like P&HS to bring a local 

history program to their location have them 

contact us.  

 

2011 PROGRAMS AND EVENTS 

On May 14, the Dr. Increase Mathews 

House will host a Civil War Encampment and 

Exhibit in conjunction with the Muskingum 

County Civil War Association and the 

dedication of new memorials at Woodlawn 

Cemetery honoring the Hazlett brothers. The 

complete schedule has not yet been 

finalized but additional programs will be 

offered in the summer and fall.  

 

  Jim Geyer 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.muskingumhistory.org/
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FRIENDS OF THE P&HS SCHEDULE FOR 

2011 ANNOUNCED 

 
MARCH 21 at Stone Academy. Program: Zane 

 Grey 

APRIL 18 at Stone Academy. Program: The 

 Hazlett Brothers 

MAY 6 at Dr. Increase Mathews House. 

 Program: History of Dr. Increase Mathews 

 and tour of his home 

JUNE 25, Luncheon at Rolling Plains Methodist 

 Church 

SEPTEMBER (date not set), Tour of Masonic 

 Temple, downtown Zanesville 

OCTOBER 17, Stone Academy. Program: 

 Circuit Riders presented by Bobbi Rust 

DECEMBER 4, Brunch at Bryan‟s Place 

Schedule is subject to change. Members will 

be notified in the customary manner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interested in Volunteering? 
 

We need Local History Volunteers to 

help with: 

 Landscape maintenance at both 

museums 

 Greeting visitors and answering 

the phone  

 Leading tours at the Stone 

Academy 

 Operating the gift shop at the 

Stone Academy 

 Preparation of membership 

mailings 

 Hosting programs and events 

 

Informational/Organizational Meeting 

 DATE: Saturday, April 16, 2011 

 TIME: 10:00 -11:30 am 

 PLACE: The Stone Academy 

We request that you pre-register for this 

meeting by calling the office (454-9500) 

or using the “Contact Us” on the Society 

web site. 
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NEW ACCESSIONS OF 2010 
We are pleased to present our annual 

compilation of new accessions donated to 

the Pioneer and Historical Society. We thank 

everyone who has helped us tell the story of 

Muskingum County and Southeastern Ohio 

by entrusting us with the cultural artifacts 

that bring our history to life. 

If you have a piece of our history that 

you would like to donate, contact us by 

phone or through our website. All donations 

are evaluated by the Historical Society 

Accessions Committee to determine if they 

fit within the parameters of the collection. 

You may declare the value of your item as a 

charitable donation on your income tax, 

however, the Society can NOT provide 

appraisals. 

 

Donated by Stephanie Kline 

 Crock attributed to Robinson 

Ransbottom Pottery Company 

 Vase made by Robinson 

Ransbottom Pottery Company 

 Sketch, “El Sombrero Amarillo” by 

Charles Dietz 

 Pin back badge, Zane‟s Trace 

Commemoration 

 Pin back badge, 2nd Annual 

Doodlebug Convention 

 Two Zane‟s Trace Commemoration 

medals 

 Ohio-An Architectural Portrait by 

Richard Campen (added to library) 

 McCall‟s pattern for woman‟s jacket 

designed by Mary Ann Adams Miller 

 LePere Pottery ewer 

 Zanesville High School Football 

History Central Ohio League 1900-

1980 compiled by Howard Rarick 

 

Donated by Ann Burkhart 

 Novel, The Water and the Wine, by 

Nashport native J. Cameron Shuster 

(added to library) 

 True Stories of Pioneer Times by 

Louise Zimmer (added to library) 

 

Donated by David Moody 

 brick made at Roseville prison brick 

yard 

 

 

 

Donated by Sally Spillman 

 Fraunfelter China Company tea cup 

 

Donated by Ann Nicholas 

 American Encaustic Tiling Company 

souvenir tile for Republican State 

Convention in Zanesville, 1895 

 Ten silver spoons made by Safford, 

Hill & Ross and J M Bonnett 

 

Donated by Mr. and Mrs. David M Taylor 

 Envelopes and postcard with special 

postal cancellation for bicentennial 

of Zanesville as capital of Ohio 

 Coffee sup with Central Silica logo 

manufactured by Friendship Pottery 

 Pottery still bank made in shape of 

John Glenn‟s Friendship 7 space 

capsule by Alpine Pottery 

 

Donated by Marcia Dennis 

 Letter from D H Gaumer to William 

Scott, 1889 

 

Donated by Jane Price 

 Three issues of Mark Men’s Monthly 

 

Donated by Licking County (Ohio) Historical 

Society 

 Star Soap advertising flier and rebus, 

1896 

 

Donated by Forever Dads 

 Oak and glass display glass 

(accepted as equipment) 

 

Donated by Sandra Wefel 

 Photo album compiled by Pearl 

Stern, librarian at McIntire Library, 

from 1908-1915 

 Ten commercially printed photos of 

1913 Flood. 

 

Donated by Bobbi Rust 

 The Sign of the Flying Goose and 

Never Pet a Porcupine by George 

Laycock (added to library) 

 

Donated by Andrew Lander 

 Civil War documents of 1st 

Lieutenant Henry Urban 

 Two stock certificates from the Birch 

Hill Oil and Gas Company 
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HONOR ROLL OF DONORS 

CONTINUED 

 
Many more donations have come in since 

we thanked our supporters in the December 

newsletter and it is with sincere gratitude 

that we print the names of these additional 

donors.  

 

Those people renewing their LOCAL HISTORY 

PARTNER memberships include: Jim & Linda 

Geyer, John Hoyes, Alan King, Ken & Janet 

James, Rick Sabine, Old Stone House 

Nursery, Dorbie Litttick, Don Moody. 

 

Donations were received from: Bill Brown, 

Milman & Lynn Linn, Carol Campbell, Brent 

& Susan Stubbins, Holly Burckholter, Phyllis 

Mast, Jim & Carole Jordan, Carolyn 

Spencer, Bob & Ann Nicholas, Alan King, 

Sandy Turner, Pete & Trudy Brailey, Ann 

Decherd, Dale Schwartzmiller, John Finley, J 

W Straker, Heidi Heiby, Joe & Bee Rutter, 

Century National Bank, Lace Lynch, 

Ruthann Allen, Lolita Burt, Lloyd Barnes, Betty 

Wiechert, William McDonald, Bob Jenkins, 

Renee Show, Nancy Hodous, and Jim 

Stubbins. 

 

Special thanks go to the Brighton Historic 

Association for their donations to the 

Mathews House Improvement Fund and for 

maintenance of the Stone Academy. The 

Association realizes that our county history is 

made up of many neighborhood histories 

and through their contribution to the larger 

cause, they are also helping to preserve the 

history of their neighborhood. 

 

We have also been awarded grants from 

the Rogge Foundation for the Mathews 

House Improvement Project and from the 

Energy Cooperative Round Up Fund for 

exterior painting of the Stone Academy. 

 

With this many individuals and organizations 

helping out we might be tempted to think 

that funding of the Mathews House project 

is assured but remember that when dealing 

with work on 200+ year old buildings the 

costs are high. We have received enough 

donations to make a good start on the 

necessary work and more grant 

applications are outstanding. We are 

working with an architect to be sure that the 

funds will be spent in an expeditious manner 

and that the most pressing needs will be 

addressed first.  

 

 

 

WHATS-IT? 

 

We need our readers‟ help in identifying 

the objects shown here. The two pieces are 

identical except that the tang has been 

broken on the lower piece. They are made 

of brass and there are no markings.  As 

shown by the ruler, the main body is 1¼” x 

3¾” and the complete tang is 2¾” long. The 

vanes are at a slight angle to the central 

shaft and the teeth are perpendicular to the 

frame. 

If you have any ideas please let us 

know by using the “Contact Us” feature on 

the Society website, www. 

MuskingumHistory.org. We would prefer a 

factual answer but at this point we would 

settle for a creative one. 
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VISIT US ON FACEBOOK 

 
Facebook usage around the globe 

continues to rise with the greatest increase 

occurring among women aged 55 to 65. In 

addition to recording what Goey had for 

lunch and what Tiff‟ni thinks about Lady 

Gaga, Facebook has provided access to 

information on the revolutions sweeping 

North Africa and the Middle East. In an effort 

to stay au courant the P&HS has been 

posting to Facebook although at times it is 

like Granny trying to make the transition 

from a wood-fueled cook stove to a Jenn-

Air Pro-Style Duel-Fuel Range with Griddle 

and MultiMode Convection. Facebookies 

who follow the P&HS receive up to date 

information about programs and new 

developments in old history and we have 

been adding archival photographs of 

Muskingum County people and places. As 

more people visit and leave comments our 

page could take on a life of its own. When 

we have a sufficient following we can 

receive a URL of our own but until then 

search for us under “Pioneer and Historical 

Society of Muskingum County.”  

(We are currently having “technical 

difficulties” with our Facebook page which 

we hope to correct soon). 

 

NEW ARTICLE ON BLANDY STEAM 

ENGINES 

 
Last year the Society received an email 

from Dr. Robert Rhode of Northern Kentucky 

University requesting photos or 

advertisements of steam engines from 

Zanesville manufacturers. We were able to 

send him scans of ads for Duvall & 

Company Steam Engine Works and Griffith 

& Wedge. Last month we received the 

February-March 2011 Engineers and Engines 

magazine which carries the article “H. & F. 

Blandy of Zanesville and Newark, Ohio”, 

written by Dr. Rhode and John F. Spalding. 

Engineers and Engines is published for “all 

steam, gas, tractor, railroad locomotive and 

farm machinery enthusiasts.” The cover of 

the magazine reproduces a full color ad for 

“Blandys‟ Portable Steam Engine and Saw 

Mills, Zanesville & Newark Ohio.”  

The article is illustrated with many 

advertising cuts and photographs including 

one of a Griffith & Wedge engine sitting in 

front of the factory, one showing a Blandy 

engine being moved across the Blandy yard 

and a stereoscopic photo taken by 

Zanesville studio photographer J Tresize of 

steam engines at the 1859 Ohio State Fair 

which was held in Zanesville. While 

mentioning several Zanesville engine 

manufacturers, the authors focus on Henry 

and Frederick J. L. Blandy: their personal 

history, the financial and legal ups and 

downs of their company, their advances in 

steam engine technology and even Henry‟s 

involvement in the background of the song 

Lorena. 

The magazine has been placed in the 

P&HS library and when the Stone Academy 

reopens next month it will be available to 

anyone interested in the Blandy family or 

Zanesville‟s industrial history. 
 

WILBUR SIEBERT COLLECTION 

AVAILABLE ON-LINE IN SOCIETY 

LIBRARY 

 
One of the most thorough researchers 

into the Underground Railroad was Wilbur 

Henry Siebert, a professor of history at Ohio 

State University. With help from his students, 

he assembled a large volume of information 

on the UGRR by talking to people who had 

been involved in the railroad or to their 

children. Information collected by Siebert 

includes photographs, diaries, letters and 

maps. The Ohio Historical Society is the 

repository for the collection and it has 

digitized over 4,700 items. Unlike many of the 

archives digitized by OHS which are 

available free on-line through Ohio Memory, 

there is a charge to access the Siebert 

collection, making it unavailable to casual 

researchers. The Pioneer and Historical 

Society has purchased an institutional 

subscription to the collection so that visitors 

to our library can access the Siebert papers 

at no cost. Given Muskingum County‟s 

heavy involvement in the Abolition 

movement and the Underground Railroad 

this should be a valuable addition to our 

library and of great use to local researchers 

and society staff. 
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Stock certificate for Birch Hill Oil and Gas Company, one of the new accessions of 2010. For a listing of other  new 

accessions see page 5. 


