
 

 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE AND 

AMERICAN HERITAGE MAGAZINE 

HONOR THE STONE ACADEMY 

 
Ohio‟s oldest public building is 

garnering national attention.  

The Stone Academy‟s role in the anti-

slavery movement that preceded the start  

 

 

 

 

of the Civil War is well documented. The 

new Ohio Historical Marker, dedicated in 

2009, details anti-slavery tensions associated 

with the two Ohio Anti-Slavery Society state 

conventions held here in 1835 and 1839. The  

building‟s connection with the Underground 

Railroad is widely recognized.  

As part of the recognition of the 150th 

anniversary of the start of the Civil War, 

American Heritage magazine and the 

Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) 

have identified locations throughout 

Appalachia that “represent the high quality 

and diversity of Civil War „home front‟ 

attractions in Appalachia.” Of over 500 sites 

nominated, the Stone Academy is one of 

only 150 selected as a “featured site” for a 

new, one-of-a-kind map guide, included in 

the Spring 2011 issue. Featured sites selected 

for the guide convey stories about people 

and events on the “home front”, away from 

the battles and battlegrounds. A total of 

500,000 map guides will be distributed “to 

help travelers discover the rich Civil War 

heritage that thrives throughout 

Appalachia.” (Kostas C. Skordas, ARC) For 

more information about Civil War: the Home 

Front visit www.visitappalachia.com.  

Following a lengthy application process 

requiring extensive documentation, the 

Stone Academy was accepted by the 

National Park Service (NPS) as part of the 

National Underground Railroad Network to 

Freedom (NTF). Referring to the Stone 

Academy, NPS Regional Director Stephen E. 

Adams wrote in his notification letter, “We 

found that it makes a significant contribution 

to the understanding of the Underground 

Railroad in American history and that it 

meets the requirements for inclusion as a 

site.”  

The Network to Freedom was created in 

1998 by Public Law 105-203, which directs 

the National Park Service “to establish a 

program that tells the story of resistance to 

(continued on page 2)   
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MUSEUMS OF THE PIONEER & 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

OF  
MUSKINGUM COUNTY 

 
The Stone Academy 

115 Jefferson Street 
Zanesville, Ohio 

Open April through October, 
Wednesday through Friday 1:00 - 

4:00, Saturday 10:00 - 1:00 
 

Dr. Increase Mathews House 
304 Woodlawn Avenue 

Open May through September, 
Saturday and Sunday 1:00 - 4:00  

 

To schedule a group tour please 
contact us through our website. 

 

The Historical Society office is  
located at the Stone Academy 

740 454-9500 
 

www.muskingumhistory.org 
 

Visit us on Facebook; search for 
Pioneer and Historical Society of 

Muskingum County 

http://www.visitappalachia.com/
http://www.muskingumhistory.org/
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 (National Park Service 

continued from page 1) 

the institution of slavery in the United States 

through escape and flight.” According to 

the NPS, “this story is illustrative of a basic 

founding principle of this Nation, that all 

human beings embrace the right of self-

determination and freedom from 

oppression. Through the National 

Underground Railroad Network to Freedom, 

the NPS is demonstrating the significance of 

the Underground Railroad not only in the 

eradication of slavery, but as a cornerstone 

of our national civil rights movement.” 

The acceptance of the Stone 

Academy as part of the Network to 

Freedom was officially announced on June 

16th at the National Underground Railroad 

Conference in Cincinnati. Museum Director 

Jim Geyer represented the Historical Society 

at that conference. For more information 

about the NTF visit: www.nps.gov/ 

history/ugrr/ or www.muskingumhistory.org.  

Throughout July, visitors to the Stone 

Academy will have the opportunity to learn 

more about the Network to Freedom and 

other Civil War “home front” attractions. 

Museum tours will include a special slide 

show and presentation about the anti-

slavery movement in Putnam and local 

Underground Railroad activity. In addition, 

visitors will receive a new self-guided 

walking tour of the Putnam Historic District 

that includes information about other UGRR 

related sites. Tours will be offered throughout 

July at 1:00, 2:00, and 3:00 pm Wednesday 

through Friday, and at 10:00 and 11:00 am 

on Saturdays. Admission is $3.00 for adults 

and $1.00 for students. Tours are free of 

charge for Society members and 

Muskingum County Passport holders. 

NEW EXHIBIT AT STONE ACADEMY 

 
These days a person can work their 

whole life and never receive an injury more 

serious than a paper cut and only get dirty 

when there is a toner cartridge malfunction. 

Time was, men (for the workforce was 

mainly men) earned their keep using tools 

that were heavy and sharp and that could 

plane the skin off a hand as easily as they 

planed the roughness out of a plank and 

that could sever an artery with the same 

dispatch that they severed a corn stalk. 

Genesis 3:19 was taken quite literally.  

An exhibit of tools from that age of real 

men is now on display in the meeting room 

of the Stone Academy. Some of the tools 

had been on display in the basement of the 

Increase Mathews House at one time and 

some have never been displayed. The 

exhibit includes a 6 foot crosscut saw, 

augers, a carpenter‟s slick, shipwright adzes, 

a spoke pointer and hollow auger, and 

wood planes including sash, plow, molding, 

coffin smoothing (they are not what you 

think), jack and jointer planes. The Curator 

has tried to label the tools but he was not a 

stellar student in 8th grade woodshop and 

the challenge of the tax-onomy of tools 

might have exceeded his ability. Any 

constructive comments as to name or use of 

the tools are appreciated. The exhibit may 

be seen during regular museum hours.  
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HAZLETT DAY IN ZANESVILLE  

May 14, 2011 

 
Zanesville Mayor Butch Zwelling 

proclaimed May 14, 2011, Hazlett Day in 

Zanesville to honor two brothers who left the 

city to join the fight to preserve the Union 

and who came back five weeks apart after 

having given their lives to the cause. 

Capt. John C.  Hazlett was born 

September 24, 1831, in Newark, Ohio, the 

fifth child of Robert and Lucy Wells Reed 

Hazlett. John graduated in 1851 from 

Kentucky 

Military 

Institute at 

Blue Lick 

Springs, 

Kentucky.  

He married 

Ellen Stillwell 

on 

November 

17, 1855. 

John was 

the 

Prosecuting 

Attorney of 

Muskingum 

County 

where he 

represented the 

Abolitionists and 

the Negro.  When the Civil War broke out 

John became captain of company E, 2nd 

Ohio Voluntary Infantry.  He was wounded in 

the battle of Stones River at Murfreesboro, 

Tennessee on December 31, 1862, and 

came home to recover from his wound. He 

returned to Murfreesboro in the spring and 

died there from complications on June 7, 

1863. John was buried in Woodlawn 

Cemetery on June 10, 1863. 

Charles Edward Hazlett was born on 

October 15, 1838, in Zanesville and grew up 

in the Welles-Hazlett House on Muskingum 

Avenue. He received an offer of an 

appointment to the U.S. Military Academy 

through Congressman Edward Ball of  Ohio‟s 

16th district. He accepted the appointment 

to West Point on April 1855. He was just 16 

years and 8 months old when he was 

admitted to the Academy.  He graduated 

with the May 6, 1861, class, which was the 

first of two classes to graduate early that 

year because of the beginning of the Civil 

War. He became commander of Battery D., 

5th U.S. Artillery.  Charles was shot dead 

during the battle of Gettysburg on Little 

Round Top on July 2, 1863. Charles‟s body 

was shipped to Zanesville where the funeral 

was held at his mother‟s house on July 18, 

1863.  

Over the years, the stones marking the 

brothers‟ graves in Woodlawn Cemetery 

became unrecognizable. The Muskingum 

County Civil War Association was organized 

in 2003 to raise 

money to 

replace the 

stones. Local 

sculptor Alan 

Cottrill assisted 

with creating 

two large 

granite 

monuments 

featuring 

bronze 

replicas of the 

original stones.  

The day‟s 

events started 

at 9:00 a.m. at 

the Dr. Increase 

Mathews House 

Mus-eum with an open house that fea-tured 

a display of Civil War items including items 

related to Charles Hazlett. Civil War re-

enactors set up a military camp on the front 

lawn of the Museum and presented living 

history lessons. 

At 2:00 p.m. a cannon discharge from 

on top of a hill at the cemetery signaled the 

soldiers to begin their march to the 

gravesites. It was at this same time of day 

that the original funeral processions began 

from the Hazlett House in June and July 

1863. The troops under the command of 

Capt. Phil Jenkins, 76th Ohio Volunteer 

Infantry marched down Woodlawn Avenue 

to Weller Avenue where they entered the 

cemetery at the old main entrance. For the 

(continued on page 4)  

large crowd waiting at the gravesite it was a 

step back in time as one saw the color 

guard turn the corner and start up the hill 

 

76th OVI giving their salute at the Hazlett gravesite. 
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with 11-year old Payton Seats, who 

portrayed Johnny Clem, providing the drum 

beat for the march. After Johnny Clem 

came the troops followed by Sgt. Robert 

Lutz leading the riderless horse.  A group of 

ladies in period mourning clothes followed. 

A memorial service was held at the 

gravesites. Father Robert Willmann of St. 

James Episcopal Church, where the Hazletts 

were members, offered a prayer and 

blessed the head stones.  A rifle volley by 

the infantry and a three-round salute from 

the artillery under the command of Lt. 

Robert Daniels, 1st Ohio Light Artillery, 

followed the memorial service which ended 

with Zanesville High School Band members 

April Dillender and Blaike Klein playing the 

mournful taps.  

After the services at the cemetery, 

people were invited back to the Mathews 

House to enjoy refreshments provided by 

the Friends of the Pioneer and Historical 

Society. One of the highlights of the day was 

meeting Nancy Hazlett Donley who had 

traveled to Zanesville from St. Louis. Nancy is 

a descendant of William Reed Hazlett the 

oldest brother of John and Charles. Nancy 

wore Charles‟ West Point gold class ring 

featuring a sword across the stone on a 

chain around her neck.  Nancy‟s young 

grandson has been named Charles Douglas 

Fowler after Lt. Charles Hazlett and her new 

granddaughter Lucy named for the many 

Lucys in the family. Nancy donated an 

antique silver table top water heater, 

described by her mother as a samovar, 

engraved with the Hazlett name to the 

Pioneer and Historical Society.   
 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

MATHEWS HOUSE IMPROVEMENTS 
 

This project is turning out to be even 

more complicated than we anticipated.   

It appears that our financial campaign 

will not raise the entire $150,000 needed to 

address all of the issues with the building. To 

date we have raised nearly $65,000 in 

donations, grants, and pledges. Major 

Donors, gifts of $10,000 or more, include the 

Friends of P&HS, the Brighton Historical 

Association, and the Cora E. Rogge 

Charitable Trust. But other anticipated 

funding sources have not materialized. We 

were especially disappointed that our 

application for grant funding from the 

Muskingum County Community Foundation 

(MCCF) was not approved.  Other hoped-

for Major Donors have yet to commit to the 

project.  

In addition, there are an increasing 

number of issues that need addressed. In 

the past few weeks, experts including 

architect Pat Kelly and several contractors 

have been in the building assessing the 

windows, siding, and roof. Trained eyes tend 

to find things that the rest of us miss. Making 

the building airtight and watertight is going 

to be more difficult and cost more than we 

anticipated.  

But in a few weeks our effort to address 

the most serious issues in the most cost-

effective manner will begin. Here‟s what we 

expect to happen this year at the Mathews 

House: 

 

· The side entry door by the driveway 

and the front screen door will be 

replaced. 

· Windows will be repaired, restored, 

or replaced. All 38 windows are in 

need of some attention, but the 

budget will only allow us to work on 

some of windows. 

· Repairs will be made to the roof; 

missing and damaged slate will be 

replaced. Problems with the 

spouting will be fixed.   

· Repairs will be made to the siding 

and exterior wood trim. Portions of 

the exterior will be painted. 

 

Over the winter the I will pursue addi-

tional funding so that work can continue in 

2012. 

 

  Jim Geyer 
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LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD 

ARTIFACTS FROM A BAD TIME IN 

HISTORY 

 
When we record local history we are 

recording the history of our community, our 

ancestors and sometimes even ourselves. 

Because of this, we would like the history to 

be “nice.” We would prefer to read about 

Grandpa being the G-man rather than the 

mobster or his being The Champion of the 

People rather than the corrupt politician 

lining his pockets with bribe money. 

However, “nice” history can translate into 

boring history and ignoring the unpleasant 

aspects of our history can doom us to 

repeat it.  

In the next issue of Muskingum Journal 

Stephanie Kline tells us about the history of 

the Ku Klux Klan in Zanesville following the 

Klan‟s resurgence in the 1920s. It is not a part 

of our history that we can be proud of but it 

is a part of our history that we need to try to 

understand. Unlike the Klan of the 19th 

century which directed its venom against 

Blacks and carpetbaggers, the 20th century 

Klan was a social organization that thought 

it was defending American ideals by 

opposing anyone that if felt was at odds 

with white, protestant America: Blacks, Jews, 

Catholics, communists and immigrants. 

Given the amount of rhetoric directed 

against immigrants and Muslims today it is 

good for us to look to past experiences to 

make certain that we don‟t turn into the 

Kontentious Koncerned Kitizens of the 21st 

century. 

Even though the Klan was an important 

part of our culture for a few years in the 

1920s and 30s the Historical Society has no 

physical artifacts to document its existence. 

If any of you have Klan paraphernalia stuck 

away in the attic or basement we would ask 

you to consider donating it to us. We don‟t 

want to glorify the Klan but we want to 

document it and be able to show what 

power a bed sheet and a pointy cap with a 

couple of eye holes can have when 

donned by a person intent on maintaining 

the status quo. If any Klan robes still exist in 

this area they could be 80 years old by now 

so time is running out to preserve a 

specimen. We would prefer donations that 

come with the story of the original wearer 

(did Grandpa join the Klan because he 

thought immigrants could take his job or did 

he see the Klan as a social organization like 

Rotary or the Lions Club?) but given the 

sensitive nature of the matter we would be 

willing to accept donations quietly with no 

explanation. 

If you have any pieces of Muskingum 

County history that you would like to add to 

our collection, whether the history we are 

proud of or the history that we would as 

soon forget, please contact us by calling 

the office at 740 454-9500 or by using the 

Contact Us feature on our website, 

Muskingumhistory.org.    
 

 
WE SALUTE OUR DONORS 

 
It is always a pleasure to devote 

newsletter space to a listing of those 

members have made donations to help 

support the cause of local history. Without 

friends who give money, artifacts or time, 

local historical societies could not exist. 

Museum Director Jim Geyer mentions in his 

report that we were disappointed that some 

of the big government and private grantors 

did not step up as we had hoped but we 

are very pleased with the response we have 

received from private individuals. As we 

have said in this newsletter before, if we are 

to preserve local history, local people must 

take action and you have done that. 

We start the list of donors with one 

consistent supporter that we inadvertently 

left off the list last time, Peggy Jay. Others 

who have donated since our last newsletter 

are: Robert Reed, Nancy Ragias, John Dixon, 

Jane Price, John Chalfant and Lois Freeman.  

John Chalfant deserves special 

recognition because he renewed his Life 

Membership. This is an idea that we could 

come to like. May you have many lives, 

John. 

We also give special thanks to Lloyd 

Barnes. In addition to his monetary support, 

the Society Life Member has been giving of 

his time by doing yard work at the museums.   
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O L I O 
Amelia McIntire‟s sampler has returned from 

its vacation in Lancaster and is now back on 

the wall at the Increase Mathews House. 

With the high cost of gasoline it‟s nice to 

know that some of us can still get around. 

 

All of you who help the Society by naming 

us as a recipient of Kroger Community 

Rewards please note that you must re-enroll 

each year. If you haven‟t done so yet 

please take the time to do it now. Our 

Community Reward number is 80971 

 

A correction to our March newsletter. You 

may access the Wilbur Siebert Collection 

on-line at the P&HS library. We misspelled his 

name last issue. 

 

We still have openings for volunteers to work 

inside cool buildings or in hot soggy yards. 

There is always work for those who want to 

serve as docents or do yard maintenance. 

Sometime this summer we will need a few 

good folk to scrape and paint the Mathews 

House garage.   

 

This year Pottery Weekend will be July 7-10 

(remember when it used to last a whole 

week?) You can see the P&HS pottery 

exhibit at the Dr. Increase Mathews House 

every weekend all summer. 

 

The 3rd annual Y-Bridge Arts Festival will be 

August 5 and 6. The Society‟s collection of Y 

Bridge photos, drawings, mementos, 

souvenirs and gimcracks are all on display in 

the Mural Room at the Stone Academy and 

may be seen during museum hours all 

summer. 

 

 

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK 

 
Be sure to visit the Society‟s Facebook 

page by searching for PIONEER AND HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY OF MUSKINGUM COUNTY (there is no 

“the” at the beginning). You will find notices 

of meetings and historical events and an 

occasional historical tidbit. The most 

interesting features might be our photo 

albums. On one, we are posting photos from 

the P&HS archives and on another we have 

pictures of Whats-Its, items in the collection 

that we are unable to identify. One of them 

had previously appeared appeared in this 

newsletter but by viewing it online you can 

see the object in color and in a larger 

format. The most recent album has scans of 

a full color Weller Pottery catalog from the 

golden age of art pottery. 

We are continuing to have problems 

with our Facebook page. It was set up as a 

page for a commercial business and when 

the site administrator accesses it “through 

the back door” by going through an old 

email from Facebook it still appears that 

way. However, when we hit the HOME key or  

access the page by logging in in the normal 

manner it appears to be Museum Director 

Jim Geyer‟s personal Facebook page. We 

need a way to kill the electronic Jim while 

preserving the hard working flesh and blood 

man. Any help in straightening out this 

dichotomous predicament would be 

appreciated. 
 

 

 

 

 

PIONEER & HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
OF MUSKINGUM COUNTY BOARD 

OF TRUSTEES 
 

Bob Jenkins, president 
Jerry Simeral, vice-president 

Janet James, secretary 
Morten Bach         Ann Burkhart 
Gary Felumlee         Floyd Felumlee  
Alan King         Stephanie Kline       
John Lear                  Jim McDonald         
Ann Nicholas           Mitch Taylor            
Mike Willey             Tina Wickline 
 

Jim Geyer, Museum Director 
 

If you have any questions or 
suggestions regarding the activities 
of the Historical Society contact any 
member of the Board. 
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PPRREESSIIDDEENNTT’’SS  RREEPPOORRTT  
JUNE, 2011 

 
I wish to thank those of you who have 

sent in donations to help with the needed 

repairs at the Mathews House. We have 

hired an architect and we are in the process 

of deciding what we can repair this year 

and what will have to wait until some future 

date. Our director, Jim Geyer, has done an 

outstanding job of obtaining grants and with 

a gift from the former Brighton Historic 

Association we are able to begin this project 

and a few others. This year we hope to 

repair or replace the exterior doors and 

some windows. We plan to continue 

replacing windows and make repairs to the 

roof as time and finances permit. We are 

also looking into re-staining and repainting 

the exterior in the future.  

The Pioneer and Historical Society of 

Muskingum County recently agreed to hire 

a painter to work on the Stone Academy.  

All wood trim as well as the wooden part of 

the structure will be repainted later this 

summer or fall. We think it was last painted 

some time in the 1980s. Much of it is in 

desperate need of new paint. The roofs of 

the porches on the Stone Academy are also 

to be resealed. This project should be 

accomplished this summer. This funding 

partly came from the Brighton Historic 

Association as well as from a government 

grant and some funding from our own 

sources.  

Mitch Taylor, our curator, has been very 

busy changing exhibits and redoing a room 

at the Mathews House. His most recent 

changes involve a display of woodworking 

and blacksmith tools.  

I urge you to continue sending in 

donations to support our on going work in 

maintaining our structures and collections 

for the future of the area.  We appreciate 

your generous donations and make every 

effort to use your donations in a wise and 

frugal way. 

 

Bob Jenkins, 

PRESIDENT, PIONEER & HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

OF MUSKINGUM COUNTY 

 

www.muskingumhistory.org 
Anyone, anywhere in the world, 

interested in Muskingum County history has 

access to the resources of the Pioneer and 

Historical Society of Muskingum County by 

way of the worldwide web. Recent 

improvements to our website have allowed 

us to track activity using a program called 

Google Analytics. Below is information for 

May 2011.    

· Visits to our website totaled 291. 

· 790 page views were recorded. 

· 2.71 pages were viewed per visit. 

· The average time spent on the site 

was 2 minutes & 22 seconds per visit. 

· 66.32 % of the hits were first-time 

visitors. 

· Our “genealogy” page, which links 

our site to the Muskingum County 

Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical 

Society site, was accessed 77 times – 

the most of any page on the site. 

The Stone Academy Page was 

accessed 59 times; the MH page 43 

times; Recent News page 48 times; 

Contact Us page 35 times. 

· There were twelve hits from other 

countries, 5 from Brazil, 3 from 

Canada, 2 from Germany, and one 

each from India and South Korea. 

· 149 visitors found our site using 

search engines; 77 were referred 

from other sites; 65 went directly to 

our site.  
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Fall Programs at the Stone 

Academy 
(Mark Your Calendars) 

 

September 18, 2011, 2:00 pm (Sunday) 
 “Coal Mining in Southeastern Ohio” 

 Program and Book Signing 

 Featuring Diane Mechem Kinser, author of several books about Southeastern 

Ohio including Dappled Glory: the Black Diamond Heritage. 

November 13, 2011, 2:00 pm (Sunday) 

 “Holiday Foods During the Civil War” 

 A Civil War 150 program (P&HS plans to present a series of programs and 

events, over the next four years, commemorating the 150
th

 anniversary of the 

Civil War. Our first event was the May 14
th

 encampment and open house at the 

Dr. Increase Mathews House, held in conjunction with the Muskingum County 

Civil War Association dedication of the new Hazlett monuments.) 

 Featuring Christopher Hart, 

RPh, Curator/Living 

Historian at Roscoe Village. 
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