
  

WE APPRECIATE OUR VOLUNTEERS 
As the Director says in his report, Musk-

ingum County History is a volunteer driven organ-

ization. The Director puts in long hours but he is 

paid as a part time employee. Tina Wickline and 

Brady Tumblin are part time seasonal employees. 

All three work hard but they can’t do it all. In May 

at a Saturday morning Work Day at the Stone 

Academy, Bob Jenkins, Pete Cultice, Matthew Fox 

and Mitch Taylor did the initial work on installa-

tion of the Abolition/UGRR Timeline which was 

given to us by the PURE Center and they re-

moved, cleaned and reinstalled all of the globes 

from the 6th Street Bridge that are around the 

parking lot.  

School tours have been an important activi-

ty for us for many years and this year classes 

from Zane Grey and John McIntire Elementary 

schools in Zanesville and West Muskingum Ele-

mentary paid us a visit. Jim, Tina and Brady all 

took part in the tours but they could not have 

handled the large number of students without the 

assistance of volunteers Janet James, Sis Bow-

man, Linda Baughman, Lois Freeman, Mitch Tay-

lor and Judy Spiker. 

Some volunteers work on their own and Ann 

Burkhart can frequently be seen down on her 

knees pulling weeds at both of our museums. 

We like it when outside groups take us on 

as a project as when the Muskingum County Mas-

ter Gardeners plant and maintain the gardens at 

the Dr. Increase Mathews House. Keeping the 

gardens looking their best through the summer is 

labor intensive and we appreciate the work done 

by this set of volunteers. 

Would you like to see your name in the list 

of those who give of their time and talents to pre-

serve our communities’ history and who make our 

museums inviting places to visit? Contact us 

through the Contact Us button on our website, 

muskingumcountyhistory.org, or call the historical 

office at 740-454-9500 and we will match your 

talents with our needs. 

 

HISTORICALLY SPEAKING 
June 2018 

The Newsletter of Muskingum County History 

MUSEUMS OF  
MUSKINGUM COUNTY HISTORY 

 
The Stone Academy Historic Site & Museum 

115 Jefferson Street 
 Zanesville, Ohio 

 

Dr. Increase Mathews House Museum 
304 Woodlawn Avenue 

 Zanesville, Ohio 
 

Both museums are open Wednesday-Friday 1:00-4:00 
and Saturday 10:00-4:00 from May through September.  

 

The museums are open to groups at other times by 
appointment.  Call the museum office at the Stone 

Academy at 740 454-9500 or contact us through our 
website  

Muskingumcountyhistory.org 

Like us on Facebook 

Part of the gardens at the Dr. Increase Mathews House. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

JUNE 2018 

 

Come and learn and enjoy Muskingum 

County history at The Stone Academy and The 

Increase Mathews House. Dr. Increase Mathews’ 

home was built in 1805. It is the oldest resi-

dence in Putnam. 

The Stone Academy was built in 1809. It 

was built in an attempt to entice the state legis-

lature to move the state capitol to Putnam. Put-

nam, however, lost out to Zanesville. Zanesville 

was Ohio’s capitol city from 1810 to 1812.  

Zanesville and Putnam were separate and 

distinct towns for more than a half century. Dur-

ing the time before the Civil War, Zanesville was 

pro-slavery having been founded and inhabited 

by people from Virginia and Maryland and other 

Southern states. Putnam, on the other hand, 

was founded and inhabited by people from Con-

necticut and other New England states. In 1872, 

Zanesville annexed Putnam and Putnam ceased 

to exist as a separate and distinct entity. 

Putnam was an integral part of the Under-

ground Railroad helping runaway slaves escap-

ing from Virginia and other slave states to their 

freedom. The runaway slaves would follow the 

Muskingum River north from Marietta to Za-

nesville and then further north. People, like A.A. 

Guthrie, were active in the Underground Railroad 

as conductors and station masters. The Stone 

Academy and the Putnam Presbyterian Church 

hid runaway slaves. 

Frederick Douglass (1817-1895), the self-

educated and renowned abolitionist and writer, 

visited and spoke in Putnam twice, in 1843-

trying to confirm location but it may be at the 

Presbyterian Church-and in 1850 at a Methodist 

Church, and in Zanesville once in 1866 at the 

Nelson Gant home and Nevitt’s Hall.  

Muskingum County was home to General 

Daniel VanVoorhis, the Grandfather of the Ar-

mored Force. General VanVoorhis, after World 

War I, changed the culture and mindset of the 

cavalry by shifting it from horses to mechaniza-

tion. The armored division became an attacking 

force as opposed to a support force for the in-

fantry. The organization and the tactics he de-

veloped were critical to the army’s transfor-

mation into a modern fighting force that was 

successful in WWII. General VanVoorhis retired 

from the army in 1942 because of his age and 

lived his retirement in Nashport until his death in 

1956. General VanVoorhis through his 40 plus 

year career was awarded the Navy Cross, the 

Silver Star and other decorations and awards. 

Baseball played a huge part in Muskingum 

County history. Starting in 1887 with the Za-

nesville Kickapoos to 1897 with the Zanesville 

City Clay Diggers to 1905 with the Zanesville 

Moguls to 1913 with the Zanesville Flood Suffers 

to 1948 with the Zanesville Dodgers to 1996 

with the Zanesville Greys, Zanesville was home 

to professional baseball. Although not every 

year, Zanesville did have other professional and 

even semi-professional teams during this 109 

year period. The most notable diamonds during 

this time were Pastime Park, Athletic Park also 

known as Mark Park, and Gant Municipal Stadi-

um. Only Gant stands today. 

The most notable year was likely 1936 

when the Zanesville Grays, a Class “C” minor 

league baseball team affiliated with the Cleve-

land Indians and playing in the Middle Atlantic 

League, a league that existed from 1925 to 

1951, played the Homestead Grays; the Pitts-

burgh Crawfords, and, the House of David be-

tween April 28, 1936 to May 3, 1936. Those who 

attended and watched the games saw future Hall 

of Fame players Satchel Paige, Josh Gibson, 

James “Cool Papa” Bell, Judy Johnson and Oscar 

Charleston. James Bell, as one story goes, was 

so fast that he hit a single up the middle but was 

called out sliding into second base when the ball 

hit him. 

Come and learn and enjoy the history of 

Muskingum County. If you have an event and 

need a speaker on the history of professional 

baseball in Muskingum County or the Under-

ground Railroad in Putnam or some other topic, 

please contact our Executive Director, Jim 

Geyer, at 740-454-9500. If we can accommo-

date you, we will. 

 

 Peter N. Cultice  

 PRESIDENT  MUSKINGUM COUNTY HISTORY 

 



3 

COMMUNITY MONTAGE NOW FOR SALE AT THE 

STONE ACADEMY 

 

 

This poster-sized montage features drawings of Zanesville people, businesses and buildings, both past and  present. In-

cluded are John & Sarah McIntire, Zane Grey, Kevin Martin, Century National Bank, Tat’s Pizzeria, Y Bridge Brewing, Musk-

ingum County Courthouse, McIntire Children’s Home, Grant School, 1st and 2nd Zanesville High Schools and much, much 

more. The print measures 18” x 24” and is printed on heavy-weight paper suitable for displaying as is or framed. 

The price of the montage is $15.00 plus tax but as a member benefit we are offering it to Muskingum County History 

members at a discounted price of only $10.00. You may purchase a copy at the Stone Academy, 115 Jefferson Street, dur-

ing our regular hours of Wednesday through Friday from 1:00-4:00 or Saturday from 10:00-4:00.  

Supplies are limited, don’t miss your opportunity to own this remembrance of Zanesville’s present and its past. 

Close-ups showing details found on the montage. 
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Jim Geyer 

 
An important component of the Muskingum County History Mission is to educate and engage a 

diverse public in a variety of ways, even during our “off-season” (October-April).  

Both museums remain open year round for tours by appointment, meetings, and historical pro-

gramming. So far in 2018 we’ve conducted 65 tours by appointment, welcomed 188 for Civil War 

Roundtable and Friends meetings, and hosted 78 guests for our WWI Centennial programs. Several of 

our appointment visitors came after viewing a segment about the Stone Academy on the NBC4 Hidden 

History special that aired on Martin Luther King Day and throughout Black History Month. 

Educating and engaging the public includes providing off-site presentations for civic groups, class-

rooms, retirement communities, church groups, and other community organizations. Since January ap-

proximately 156 have attended these outreach events.  

Social media and the internet are increasingly important tools. So far this year (through May 31st) 

1546 visitors have logged on to our website, www.muskingumcountyhistory.org. The MCH Facebook 

page now has 5236 followers. 

May is always the busiest month at the museums. Third grade students accounted for 668 of our 

882 visitors in May. We were again blessed with a great turnout of volunteers to help with the school 

tours and work on the grounds and gardens. With the help of our part-time seasonal employees, Brady 

Tumblin and Tina Wickline, the number of hours our museums are open to the public is double what it 

has been in past years. Operating hours are now the same for both museums allowing visitors to tour 

both buildings the same day. 

MCH remains a volunteer-driven organization. Volunteers make what we do possible. We are now 

publishing a monthly e-newsletter just for our volunteers. Let us know if you would like to be included 

on that e-mail list.  

The new Underground Railroad exhibit is still in the design phase. The plan calls for a permanent 

exhibit in the front hallway with a “traveling” component that will be displayed on easels in the meeting 

room. The hallway exhibit will focus on local National Park Service Network to Freedom sites: the Nel-

son T. Gant Homestead, the Putnam Presbyterian Church, the A.A. Guthrie House, the George Guthrie 

House, and the Nye-Potts House. The “traveling component” will include information about the 1835 

Abolitionist gathering in Putnam, Frederick Douglass’ visits to Putnam, the 1859 Fugitive Slave case 

tried in Zanesville, Joshua McCarter Simpson, the Lett Settlement, the 1839 “Battle at the Bridge”, H.C. 

Howells, and the connection between Putnam and Glastonbury, Connecticut. The new exhibit is made 

possible by an applied research grant from the National Park Service. 

As always, call or send an email if you have questions or would like more information about the 

organization. (740-454-9500 or director@muskingumcountyhistory.org)     

 

One of the volunteers the Director referred to, Mathew Fox, 

reinstalling cleaned globes from the Sixth Street Bridge lights 

around the Stone Academy parking lot during Work Day. We 

have a variety of jobs available to fit different interests. 

http://www.muskingumcountyhistory.org
mailto:director@muskingumcountyhistory.org
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A DAY OF UNALLOYED PLEASURE 
Now that summer is upon us perhaps it is time to 

resurrect the Historical Society’s old tradition of a 

summer picnic. Are you ready to sit through a 

reading of the Northwest Ordinance and two 

hours of old folks remembering the good old 

days? 

 

 

PIONEER PICNIC 

 

A HAPPY THRONG AT GANT PARK SATUR-

DAY. 

 

The First Picnic of the Muskingum County 

Pioneer’s Association a Grand Success. 

 

The picnic at Gant Park, Saturday, 

under the auspices of the Muskingum County 

Pioneer Association, was largely attended. 

A refreshing shower early in the morning, 

was followed by a cloudless sky. The 

weather couldn’t have been more favorable. 

At eleven o’clock, Thomas McLees, of 

Brush Creek township, President, called 

the Association to order, and Rev. Frank 

S. Brush invoked Divine blessing in most 

appropriate words.  

On motion, the reading of the minutes 

was dispensed with. The members of the As-

sociation and their guests then addressed 

themselves to the exercises as laid down 

in the programme for the day. 

 

“Hail Columbia” 

was sung in the old time spirit, after 

which the Chairman introduced Col. Chas. 

C. Goddard, who read so much of the ordi-

nance of July 18
th
, 1787, as is embraced 

in the Articles of Compact. Before reading 

the ordinance, Col. Goddard spoke briefly 

of the importance of the document, calling 

the attention of his hearers to the wisdom 

of the forefathers who had drafted the 

compact, which dedicated our country, to 

perpetual liberty. He stated also that the 

Association had intended holding the pic-

nic on July 18
th
, but arrangements for 

that date couldn’t be made satisfactorily 

and the 6
th
 of August had been fixed, the 

day, perhaps, on which Congress ratified 

and re-enacted the ordinance. 

Col. Goddard’s prefatory remarks were 

deeply interesting, and were listened to 

with marked attention, as was also the 

reading of the compact. 

Prof. A. A. Graham, of Columbus, Sec-

retary of the Ohio Historical Society, was 

next introduced. He gave a brief history 

of the organization of the Ohio Historical 

Society, its objects, and the part it was 

taking in the interest of the Ohio Centen-

nial celebration. 

He referred to the rapid growth of 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 6) 

Gant Park, the location of the picnic, taken from Album of Zanesville, Ohio, printed in 1888, the year following the picnic. 
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(continued from page 5) 

the society and the amount of valuable 

work already accomplished in the way of 

collecting specimens and distributing 

historical facts. The society was the 

prime mover in the Centennial celebra-

tion which will be held in Columbus in 

the fall of 1888. The speaker outlined 

the plan of the celebration and urged 

the co-operation of everyone in the un-

dertaking. Prof. Graham also stated that 

the society was arranging to place his-

torical tracts in each school room in 

the State and would ask that all schools  

devotee the 7
th
 day of April next to the 

study of these tracks. 

He then turned his attention to the 

ordinance read by Col. Goddard and re-

viewed the history of the Compact in a 

most thorough and scholarly manner. His 

remarks throughout were interesting and 

received profound attention. Music fol-

lowed, after which the society adjourned 

for lunch. 

The afternoon session was called to 

order at half past one o’clock. Hon. D. 

B. Linn read an interesting letter from 

Hon. S. S. Cox. It was received with 

considerable applause. A letter from 

Rev. W. G. Moorehead, D.D., of Xenia, 

announced that sickness in his family 

prevented his presence at the picnic. 

The Rev. Mr. Moorehead had consented to 

deliver an address on this occasion, and 

all present felt a pang of disappoint-

ment when his letter was read. 

 

PIONEER SONG—BY MRS. HARRIET ROSS 

BROWN 

Right here where Indian fires burned, 

 We welcome you, old boys; 

And we’ll talk of days of long ago, 

 Their sorrows and their joys, 

When dusky forms incited 

Danced wildly to and fro, 

 In the days of long ago. 

CHORUS—Glory, Glory Hallelujah, 

 Glory, Glory, Hallelujah, 

 Glory, Glory, Hallelujah, 

  We are swiftly marching on. 

 

[6 verses more follow in the newspa-

per account] 

 

REMINISCENCES. 

Upon this head interesting remarks 

were made by B. F. Lesie [sic, Leslie], 

Elijah Stevens, Dr. H. S. Nye, Mr. Go-

shen of the 9
th
 ward, Maj. Jos. Starrett, 

Lawson Wiles, L. Warne, Dr. Edward Cass, 

Thomas McLees, Mr. Roberts and others. 

Dr. Nye presented a cane made from the 

timber of the first log cabin in Putnam 

to Mr. Goshen the oldest native born 

citizen of that locality. 

The exercises under the head of rem-

iniscences were full of interest, last-

ing about two hours, after which the So-

ciety have a vote of thanks to the 

press, Mr. F. M. Townsend [owner of Gant 

Park at that time], and to all who had 

assisted in making the picnic a success, 

and adjourned to meet at the call of the 

President. The day was one of unalloyed 

pleasure and will long be remembered by 

all present. 

--Zanesville Daily Courier, Monday 

August 8, 1887 
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OUR 2018 PROGRAM SERIES CONTINUES WITH PRESENTATIONS ABOUT AN EAR-
LY COMMUNITY ORGANIZER AND SOMEONE WHO NEGOTIATED  WITH THE  

BOLSHEVIKS IN WORLD WAR I  

Cornelius Springer  & Raymond Robins: 
Two people from Muskingum County you should know about .. 

but probably don’t. 
 

 

 
Rev. Cornelius Springer, a name you’ve probably heard of as the founder of Meadow Farm Church 

and maybe that he had something to do with the Ohio State Fair. But, wait there’s more to his sto-

ry. In this presentation Dave Boling will explore both the well known and lesser known aspects of his 

life. From his role in the Methodist Church to the story of his paper, The Western Recorder, and why 

we hear little of his views on slavery, to his passion for growing apples on his farm to some of the 

personal aspects of his life and the wide breath of his involvement in the community. Hope you’ll 

plan to join us on Sunday, June 24 at 2:00 pm at Stone Academy where  Cornelius Springer once 

taught school.  

Dave Boling, a 4th great nephew of Rev. Springer, is an experienced speaker with many roots in 

Muskingum County and many stories to tell. More than a family history, he will share from his years of research into the life of 

Rev. Springer and his many connections and contributions to Muskingum County and beyond. Dave retired from State Auto In-

surance in 2015 and more recently from the West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church where he led the Imagine 

No Malaria fund raising campaign for the Conference. Dave is a member of Muskingum County History, a former board member 

at Lakeside Chautauqua, and now volunteers as a Hospice volunteer and as a tour guide at the Ohio State House.  Dave lives in 

Columbus with his wife Anita; they have two adult children and four grandchildren. 

Raymond Robins lived in the Stone Academy in the 1870s with his grandmother and sister, famous 

actress, author, and suffragette Elizabeth Robins. He was a social activist and lecturer, an advocate of 

organized labor and rights for women, and a promoter of diplomatic relations between the United 

States and Russia under communist rule. He worked as a coal miner in Colorado and Tennessee, re-

ceived a law degree from George Washington University, joined the Klondike Gold Rush in 1896, con-

verted to Christianity, and was pastor of a Congregationalist church in Nome before moving to Chica-

go in 1900 where he was active in the settlement house movement. During WWI, he was part of the 

Red Cross delegation to Russia and served as the United States’ unofficial ambassador to the Bolshe-

vik government. Following the war he worked unsuccessfully at establishing diplomatic relations be-

tween the United States and Russia. 

Mitch Taylor, a retired pharmacist currently serving as volunteer curator for Muskingum County History, will present this part of 

the program.  As a long-time MCH Trustee, Mitch has written many articles about local history and edits the Muskingum Journal 

and Historically Speaking. He has been a featured speaker for many local history related events including the 200th Anniversary 

of the Stone Academy, the Ohio Hill County Heritage Association, and the Zanesville 1810 Project.  

 

SUNDAY JUNE 24 

2:00-3:30 pm 

STONE ACADEMY 

115 JEFFERSON ST., ZANESVILLE 
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Just around the corner … 
Upcoming Events 

 
Two people you should know about … but probably don’t 
Sunday, June 24th at 2:00-3:30 pm at the Stone Academy (see the article on page 7) 
 
Thunder in the Gardens: 
Saturday, July 7th, 6:00-9:00 pm  
A Putnam Hop event at the Dr. Increase Mathews House  featuring garden and museum tours, a concert on the lawn 

at 7:00 featuring the John Glenn High School Steel Drums, free snow cones from 6:30 till 8:30, special events 
at other neighborhood attractions and businesses, and a free family movie at Restoration Park starting at dusk. 

 
Pottery Week at the Museum 
July 11-14 during regular museum hours: Wednesday-Friday 1:00-400, Saturday 10:00-4:00; free admission and 

gift for all pottery lovers. 
 
Conflict and Compromise: Muskingum County’s National History Day Presentations 
Sunday, July 29th, 2:00 pm at the Stone Academy. Students from Tri-Valley Middle School and Maysville High 

School will present their award-winning History Day projects and discuss their experiences at the national 
competition in Washington, D.C. 

 
Ohio Open Doors 
Saturday, September 15th, 10:00-4:00. Both museums will be open free of charge as part of this state-wide event 

sponsored by the Ohio Historic Preservation Office and the Ohio History Connection. Other local historic sites 
are expected to participate as well. 

 
Thurberville 
Sunday, October 21st, 2:00 pm at the John McIntire Library Auditorium: Author talk and book signing about James 

Thurber and the Zanesville girl who was the love of his life presented by author Bob Hunter.   

NOTES 

Be sure to visit our Facebook page where you will find fre-

quent postings of photographs and documents from our 

archives. We encourage you to comment on our postings so 

that we can all have a part in sharing our history. 

 

At our website, muskingumcountyhistory.org, you can read 

back issues of this newsletter. Click on the Resources tab for 

a wide variety of information about Muskingum County his-

tory and our museums. If you would like to serve as a docent 

(tour guide) or if you are a teacher who will be bringing a 

class to our museums , be sure to click on Information for 

Teachers and Docents. 

 

The Winter 2017 issue of Muskingum Journal is currently 

being printed and should be mailed soon. If you are one of 

the few people who have not yet renewed your membership 

in MCH we hope that receipt of the Journal will remind  you 

of the value of the organization and that you will send in 

your dues to continue your membership. 

MUSKINGUM COUNTY HISTORY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Peter Cultice, president 

Bob Jenkins, vice-president 

Morten Bach, secretary 

Donna Taylor, treasurer   

Sis Bowman         Ann Burkhart 

 Neil Denton          Gary Felumlee          

   Floyd Felumlee            Janet James          

    Devon Johnston              Stephanie Kline                   

John Lear           Caleb Stewart             

Mitch Taylor               Sandy Turner 

Mike Willey 


