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MUSEUMS OF  
MUSKINGUM COUNTY HISTORY 

 

The Stone Academy Historic Site & Museum 
115 Jefferson Street 
 Zanesville, Ohio 

Hours: Wednesday-Saturday 1:00-4:00 
May through September 

 

Dr. Increase Mathews House Museum 
304 Woodlawn Avenue 

 Zanesville, Ohio 
Hours: Sunday 1:00-4:00 May-September 

 

Both museums are open by appointment from 
October through April. Call the  museum office at 740 

454-9500 or contact us through our website  
Muskingumcountyhistory.org 

Like us on Facebook 

 

MUSKINGUM COUNTY HISTORY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Mitch Taylor, president 

Bob Jenkins, vice-president 

Janet James, secretary 

Donna Taylor, treasurer 

 Morten Bach         Sis Bowman 

 Ann Burkhart            Pete Cultice          

 Gary Felumlee          Floyd Felumlee          

 Devon Johnson          Alan King                   

 Stephanie Kline          John Lear             

 Caleb Stewart               Sandy Turner 

Mike Willey 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

December 2016 

 

 Can We Uncover New History? 

Does history remain the same old dusty 

collection of facts from year to year or does it 

change? Is there ever new history? Our Under-

ground Railroad programing and related re-

search of this year have shown us that even 

though facts remain the same, our ability to dis-

tinguish between facts and conjecture changes 

as does our interpretation of the facts. 

In her writings and her three programs in 

Zanesville this summer, G. L. Corum used an 

interpretation of history that is in conflict with 

that used by traditional historians. Her repeated 

“what ifs” and new-found connections might not 

be generally accepted but they do give us rea-

sons to rethink our current understandings of 

the facts. Prior to visiting Muskingum County, 

Corum had concentrated her underground rail-

road research in the Brown and Clermont Coun-

ty area but after learning of our history in the 

UGRR she has expanded her area of interest 

and we might find the Buckingham and Guthrie 

families subjected to the same scrutiny that she 

gave the Grants, Ripleys and Kirkers.  

Norris Schneider held up John McIntire as 

a friend of Black people based on his treatment 

of one Black individual, Black Mess Johnson. An 

examination of McIntire’s voting record as a 

representative to the Ohio Constitutional Con-

vention can make one question McIntire’s true 

feelings about African Americans. One of 

Corum’s theories is that in the ante-bellum peri-

od some people who supported abolition of slav-

ery maintained a public persona on the opposite 

extreme in order to hide their beliefs and make 

them more acceptable to the public around 

them. Her understanding of history would switch 

McIntire back to Schneider’s interpretation. 

It has long been taken as fact that Freder-

ick Douglass spoke at the Putnam Presbyterian 

Church but the exact date and supporting ar-

chival evidence has been lacking. New research 

shows that Douglass was here on more than one 

occasion but casts doubt on Putnam Presbyteri-

an being one of his venues. 

It has been a point of pride by our organi-

zation that the 1839 Ohio Abolition Convention 

was held at the Stone Academy. Schneider re-

peated this in several of his newspaper articles 

but failed to give sources for his claims. New 

research is strongly suggesting that no sessions 

were held at the Stone Academy that year. More 

information about this meeting and Douglass’ 

trips to Zanesville should appear in future issues 

of Muskingum Journal.   

Much of the current research has been fa-

cilitated by the Zanesville Times Recorder’s do-

nation of its archives to MCH. Included in the 

archives were microfilms of Zanesville newspa-

pers going back to the Zanesville Aurora and 

City Times. These microfilms are also available 

at the McIntire Library but the level of research 

we are talking about requires hours of reading 

and that is not possible at a public facility. One 

hindrance is our microfilm reader which is in 

poor condition and too old to be repaired. Until 

we are able to purchase a new machine and re-

arrange the files to better fit the space we have 

available, we cannot open the archives to the 

general public. 

All of this goes to show us that there is 

more to local historical society work than being 

the custodian of artifacts and the repeater of old 

tales. Artifacts produce such questions as how 

was it used, who made it, who used it, and how 

did it become a part of our collection? Proper 

curating leads of questions of how should it be 

stored, how, or if, it should be cleaned and 

should it be repaired? Proper curatorial care 

leads to research.  

When it comes to facts that we have all 

accepted we need to keep in mind that Ever-

hart’s 1882 history of Muskingum County con-

tains bogus stories of inscribed stones taken 

from Indian mounds, Thomas Lewis erroneously  

reported that the Ohio Legislature had met at 

the Stone Academy and, as previously men-

tioned, Norris Schneider wrote that the Stone 

Academy hosted the 1839 abolition convention. 

History is not static, there is always need for 

more research and on the local level, local his-

torical societies such as Muskingum County His-

tory, are supporting that research. In the end 

“truth will out” but it needs our help in getting 

there. 

Mitch Taylor, PRESIDENT MUSKINGUM COUNTY HISTORY 
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PROGRAMMING:  

 Participants in Exploring Our Underground Railroad Heritage totaled 670. That total includes 356 

who attended programs held at the Stone Academy, 194 attendees at other sites, 53 partakers 

of six different walk-by tours of Network to Freedom and other UGRR Sites in Putnam, and 120 

recipients of free books distributed by OnTheSamePageMuskingum.  

 The number of “unique attendees”, different individuals who attended at least one UGRR pro-

gram, was approximately 350.  

 At least one-third of attendees did NOT fit our typical demographic (white, older, upper middle 

class) but were a more representative cross-section of our community. 

 For many who attended it was their first visit to the Stone Academy.   

 While most attendees were local others came from neighboring counties and as far away as Cin-

cinnati, Columbus, and Gallipolis.  

 Such an extensive program series would not have been possible without our partners at On-

TheSamePageMuskingum, the Zanesville Museum of Art, the Putnam Presbyterian Church, the 

Nelson T. Gant Foundation, the Friends of Muskingum County History, the Zanesville Civil War 

Roundtable, Ohio University Zanesville, corporate sponsor attorney Peter Cultice, and the Taylor-

McHenry Memorial Fund.  

 

OTHER ITEMS (in no particular order): 

 Several members and visitors have voiced concern regarding the parking situation on Jefferson 

Street. Efforts are in the works with the City of Zanesville to limit street parking similar to the 

limitations in the downtown.  

 The Convention and Visitors Bureau (CVB) is increasing efforts to attract motor coach tours. Hav-

ing more motor coach groups stopping at our museums would be significant. So we are partner-

ing with the CVB in their efforts to promote area attractions to tour operators. I am working on a 

drive-by version of the UGRR walking tour that could be part of new motor coach itineraries.  

 The Ohio General Assembly recently created a new tool that could help fund rehabilitation of our 

historic buildings. House Bill 233 authorizes municipal corporations (cities) to create Downtown 

Redevelopment Districts (DRDs) to, among other things, “promote the rehabilitation of historic 

buildings”. Even though we are not technically in the downtown our buildings qualify because of 

Muskingum County History’s non-profit status.  The City of Zanesville recently created a new po-

sition, and as of October 1st, hired a city Redevelopment Director. I have already met with the 

new person and expect that MCH will play a major role as the new program is implemented.  

 As always, let me know what questions, concerns, or comments you have. Send me and email, 

director@muskingumcountyhistory.org, or call the office at 740-454-9500.  

 

Updates and Year-End Summary 
Jim Geyer, Museum Director  

mailto:director@muskingumcountyhistory.org


4 

OF LOVE AND TRUNKS 
Included in a variety of materials in the 

Glenn Longaberger Collection is a 3-ring binder 

labeled, “Aunt Mag’s Scrap Book.” Mag liked to 

glue newspaper clippings of marriages, deaths 

and murders onto pages of old books. This is too 

happy a time of year to read about deaths and 

murders but we are going to present you with a 

happy tale of marriage from an article which ran 

in an unidentified newspaper, likely the  Dresden 

Transcript, in December 1901. 

 

 

ROMANTIC WEDDING 

Of Miss Minerva Tingler, 

A DRESDEN LADY, 

To a Young Man of Middletown, 

N. Y. — Expressmen Returns the 

Trunk 

_________________________ 
 

The New York World prints the fol-

lowing account of the romantic marriage 

of Miss Minerva Tingler a young lady 

whose home is in Dresden. 

“Bump! went Miss Minerva Tingler’s 

trunk as it struck the first step on its 

way downstairs to the express wagon 

standing at the door of the Central, a 

fashionable apartment house. 

“Robert Dugdale, a prosperous busi-

ness man who had called yesterday to wish 

Miss Tingler a pleasant journey to her 

home in Dresden, Ohio, started at the 

sound. 

“Bump! The trunk rocked against the 

second step and Dugdale flushed, it 

flashed through his mind that this would 

probably be the last time he would see 

Miss Tingler. He would miss her compan-

ionship. He had not until then thought 

how much her departure meant to him. 

“The expressman’s step was heavy as 

he drew the trunk to the third step and 

Dugdale frowned. The expressman tugged at 

his burden and bric-a-brac in the cozy 

little parlor rattled with variations 

from the stairs. Dugdale thrust his chair 

from him and strode toward Miss Tingler. 

He spoke rapidly and low and the bumping 

of the trunk on the stairs drowned his 

words to all ears but Miss Tingler’s. 

“Bump! The trunk struck the last 

step but one when the expressman looked 

up as he heard some one call. ‘Say, 

that’ll do.’ He saw Dugdale and Miss Tin-

gler standing hand in hand in the door-

way. 

“You can bring the trunk back. I’m 

not going,” Miss Tingler said quietly.  

“Dugdale paid the expressman double 

rates as he departed. Messengers were 

sent out for friends of the young people 

and the Rev. Dr. Winters was summoned. It 

took but a short time to decorate the 

parlor with a wedding bell of chrysanthe-

mums in one corner. John S. Pinover, who 

had paid much attention to Miss Tingler, 

was one of those bidden. He was non-

plussed at the preparations under way and 

when the words pronouncing Dugdale and 

Miss Tingler man and wife were spoken he 

was deeply affected. 

“A wedding dinner with covers laid 

for twenty-five was given today by Mr. 

Dugdale in honor of his bride before they 

started on their honeymoon trip. When 

Mrs. Dugdale’s trunks appeared she gave a 

glance full of meaning to her husband but 

neither told the secret of how the trunk 

figured in the romance.” 

Mrs. Dugdale is a daughter of Mr. 

and Mrs. Frank Tingler of Dresden. Mr. 

Tingler is the proprietor of a jewelry 

store in that village. About two months 

ago Miss Tingler went to Middletown where 

she has been employed by one of the lead-

ing jewelers of that place. Her many 

friends in this county will extend their 

best wishes. 
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WE NEED YOU TO BE MUSKINGUM 

COUNTY HISTORY 

Membership renewal letters were sent out 

in early December and we hope that you will 

respond soon. Your continued membership af-

fects us on several levels. Your dues help us to 

pay the bills and keep the lights on and our mu-

seums warm but perhaps more importantly, 

your membership shows that we have commu-

nity support for the work we do. Most non-

profits are dependent on grants to help pay for 

programming and major projects. Grant-giving 

philanthropies want to know that the organiza-

tions they assist have the support of the com-

munities they serve. As a county-wide historical 

society we need to be able to demonstrate that 

people across Muskingum County, and former 

residents who have moved out of the area, ap-

prove of our efforts and are willing to provide 

financial assistance to see that we succeed in 

preserving the history of our community. When 

the board of a philanthropy resides in Colum-

bus, Cleveland, or Washington DC they do not 

know us personally and must rely on metrics 

such as the number of members and the level of 

local funding.  

Our members are also important to us as 

you are main source of artifacts for our collec-

tion. A surprising number of artifact donations 

come from outside the county and even outside 

of Ohio but we count on you to be aware of 

what helps us to tell the story of Muskingum 

County and to entrust us with those items from 

your homes that will continue to keep alive the 

story of our people. 

We count on our members to attend our 

programming and in some cases, to present our 

programing. We were pleased to see many new 

faces at our UGRR programs this year but the 

core of our audience is our members. 

An area in which we need much more 

support from our members is volunteer 

helpers. I f we are to have our museums 

open on a regular basis we need docents to con-

duct tours. No one will be placed before a group 

of tourists or a class of students without ade-

quate training. We will have you shadow an ex-

perienced docent until you feel comfortable tak-

ing a group on your own. If talking to visitors 

doesn’t appeal to you we can also use volun-

teers for light housekeeping and garden work. A 

visitor’s first impression of our museum starts 

with the grounds and we need to keep them as 

appealing as possible. We pay crews who do the 

heavy work but there is always a need for more 

dusting and trimming and we rely on you, our 

members, to help with these chores. For infor-

mation on volunteering call the office at 740 

454-9500 or email us at direc-

tor@muskingumcountyhistory.org. 

You can see from all of this that you are 

more than names and dues checks to us. You 

are not just members of Muskingum Coun-

ty History, you are Muskingum County His-

tory. P lease renew  your membership and 

encourage your friends to become members and 

help strengthen the effort to preserve the histo-

ry of Muskingum County. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE DIGITAL WORLD 

Our Facebook following continues to grow. 

We have almost daily postings of archival pho-

tos, scans of documents, photos of items from 

the collection and information on upcoming pro-

grams. We encourage more comments on our 

postings so that we can have a dialog among 

the people who enjoy learning about Muskingum 

County’s history.  

Our website at Muskingumcountyhisto-

ry.org contains information about upcoming 

events, an archive of our newsletters, contact 

information, links to historic sites and docu-

ments and much more. 

Our third digital undertaking is this news-

letter. We are happy that more of you are 

switching from the printed newsletter to a digi-

tal format. This saves us time and money and 

makes it possible for us to deliver a better prod-

uct to you. The emailed newsletter arrives in a 

more timely fashion, has better quality graphics 

and occasionally has more content than the pa-

per version. If you are currently receiving this 

newsletter in paper and would like to join the 

majority of our members who have embraced 

the current technology, please contact us at di-

rector@muskingumcountyhistory.org. 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES NEWS 

At their November meeting the Board of Trus-

tees of Muskingum County History elected offic-

ers for 2017. With no one chafing at the bit to 

take on an office it was decided to continue the 

current slate of officers for another year. A list of 

officers and trustees is given on the first page of 

this newsletter, contact any of them if you have 

questions or suggestions. 

The newest member of the Board, both in terms 

of years served and years lived, is Caleb Stewart 

of Norwich. You can read his profile to the right.   

Ongoing projects by trustees include Building 

and Grounds Committee chairman Devon John-

son’s efforts to find someone to do minor plaster 

repair and interior painting at the Stone Acade-

my (finding people willing to work on old houses 

can be very difficult; if you know of a qualified 

person, send him our way), Pete Cultice’s re-

search into the Abolition Movement and the Un-

derground Railroad in Muskingum County and 

researching the purchase and financing of a new 

microfilm reader so that we can make better use 

of our Zanesville newspapers on microfilm, and 

John Lear’s sorting of our large postcard collec-

tion so that it can be a useful research tool. 

The Board of Trustees is made up of 15 mem-

bers plus a representative of the Friends of MCH. 

For 2016, Sis Bowman represented the Friends. 

 

 

MEET OUR NEW TRUSTEEI 

in September the Muskingum County 

History Board of Trustees appointed 

Caleb Stewart to fill the vacancy cre-

ated by the resignation of longtime 

Trustee Jerry Simeral. Jerry served 

with distinction for many years before 

moving to Parkersburg. 

The oldest of five children, Caleb was 

home schooled until the eighth grade 

and then attended East Muskingum 

Schools. He graduated from Ohio Uni-

versity Zanesville with a history degree 

and currently works as an assistant 

librarian in the children’s department 

at the John McIntire library. 

Downtown Zanesville in  December 1945, the first Christmas following the end of World War II. This is an 

example of the photos that we post on our Facebook page. 
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