
  

 

 

JOHN MAC TO GET HIS DUE 
The person who had the most influence over 

the early development of Zanesville was John 

McIntire and his influence continues to be felt to-

day through the McIntire Scholarships that helped 

many of us pay for college. When McIntire died in 

1815 at the age of 56, he was buried in the cem-

etery on Pioneer Hill, overlooking his town. In 

1849 a school building was erected just west of 

the cemetery and in 1855 the building was con-

verted from a grade school to Zanesville’s first 

high school. 

Money from the McIntire estate financed the 

construction of the McIntire Children’s Home on 

what is now Blue Avenue in 1879. With the ex-

ception of McIntire’s grave, the old cemetery on 

Pioneer Hill had not been kept up. McIntire’s 

daughter Amelia was buried in a cemetery in 

Wheeling, West Virginia, which had also been al-

lowed to deteriorate so in December 1899, John’s 

body was moved to a new burial site on the 

grounds of the children’s home and Amelia’s body 

was placed next to her father the following Janu-

ary. The McIntire Children’s Home closed in 1944 

and the building was demolished. In 1949 the Za-

nesville Board of Education purchased the chil-

dren’s home lot to erect a new high school build-

ing with the sale including the stipulation that a 

200 square foot area around the McIntire 

gravesite would be maintained as a park setting. 

A new Zanesville High School opened on the chil-

dren’s home lot in 1954 and the fifth high school 

building sits there today. 

Since it has been on the children’s home 

and high school lot the McIntire gravesite has 

been maintained but little has been done to re-

member McIntire’s contributions to his town or to 

draw attention to his final resting place. Plans are 

currently in the works to rectify that situation. A 

group of Zanesville Middle School students are 

working with the Muskingum Valley Park District 

to beautify the gravesite with flowers. This is part 

of a larger project which includes induction of 

John McIntire into the Zanesville City Schools Hall 

of Fame in April, the dedication of the John McIn-

tire Outdoor Classroom in September and a cele-

bration of John McIntire’s life at the McIntire Li-

brary in October.  

As you drive up Blue Avenue keep an eye 

on John and Amelia’s grave and watch the local 

news and social media for information on the oth-

er activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

John and Amelia McIntire’s gravesite from Find A Grave. 

 

HISTORICALLY SPEAKING 
March 2019 

The Newsletter of Muskingum County History 

MUSEUMS OF  
MUSKINGUM COUNTY HISTORY 

 

The Stone Academy Historic Site & Museum 
115 Jefferson Street 
 Zanesville, Ohio 

 

Dr. Increase Mathews House Museum 
304 Woodlawn Avenue 

 Zanesville, Ohio 
 

Both museums are open Wednesday–Friday 1:00-4:00 and 
Saturday 10:00-4:00 from May through September. 

 
The museums are open to groups at other times by ap-

pointment. Call the museum office at the Stone Academy at 
740 454-9500 or contact us through our website  

Muskingumcountyhistory.org 

To read our annual report for 2018 go to  
muskingumcountyhistory.org/annual-report 
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NEW ACCESSIONS FOR 2018 
 

Every year we use the March newsletter to 

publicly thank our members and friends for their 

donations of artifacts during the preceding year. 

Muskingum County History does not have the 

financial resources to purchase the physical me-

mentos of our history and so we must rely on 

the generosity of those who see the value of 

preserving those things which tell the story of 

the communities of Muskingum County. The ma-

jority of our museum collection comes from Za-

nesville but we preserve the history of the entire 

county so last year we were very happy to be 

able to add things from Dresden and Salt Creek 

Township.  

Art pottery, glass, furniture and paintings 

might be the first things that come to mind when 

considering the types of objects that are deserv-

ing of preservation in our museums but the tools 

used to produce these items are important to us, 

too. The turntables used by pottery decorators, 

tools used to shape glass, and planes and chisels 

used to make furniture emphasize the hand-

crafted nature of production. Locally produced 

manufactured goods help us remember a time 

when Zanesville, South Zanesville and Dresden 

were home to smoke-belching heavy industry. 

Items used in everyday living such as blankets, 

high chairs, curling irons, cabbage cutters and 

canning jars are important if we are to under-

stand how our ancestors lived but they are fre-

quently used up or broken and cast aside and 

therefore lost to the modern museum visitor. 

Vestiges of our rural past are rapidly disappear-

ing as housing developments replace farm land 

and the contents of barns are scattered at auc-

tions or go to the rubbish heap. How often do 

you see wagon jacks or butterises outside our 

museums? 

All of these things potentially have a place 

in our museum BUT we are severely limited in 

space at the present time. Please come to us if 

you have an artifact you wish to donate but 

please don’t feel offended if we have to turn 

down your offer because we cannot properly 

care for it at this time. The Board of Trustees 

has had many discussions about the issue of lack 

of storage and work space and we hope to find a 

solution to this problem. If you have something 

that you think will help us tell the story of Musk-

ingum County, its people, institutions, business-

es and communities please call the museum of-

fice at 740 454-9500, email us at direc-

tor@Muskingumcountyhistory.org or go to our 

website, Muskingumcountyhistory.org and click 

on the “contact us” button. Your offer will be 

considered by our Collections Committee who 

will use our guidelines to determine if your arti-

facts fall within the scope of our collection, are 

duplicates or fill a need, and if they can be 

properly cared for, displayed or placed in storage 

to be used at a future date. 

The following list shows you what was ac-

cepted into the collection last year and is our 

way of showing our appreciation to the donors: 

 

Donated by Laurie McGregor Connor in 

memory of Twila Cox McGregor 

• Three souvenir teaspoons: Dresden High 

School, old Dresden Suspension Bridge, new 

Dresden Suspension Bridge 

 

Donated by Stephanie Kline 

• Pair of Hartstone Pottery bear cookie molds 

• Roseville Pottery Company compote in peony 

line. 

 

Donated by Mitch and Donna Taylor 

• Zanesville High School felt beanie, c. 1968 

• Coffee cup with Longaberger Baskets design 

• Weller Pottery Company Chengtu vase. 

 

Donated by Ann Burkhart 

• Commemorative plate from 150th anniversary 

of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, 1994. 

• Modern log cabin pattern quilt pieced by Ruth 

Spence, Norwich, Ohio. 

 
(continued on page 3) 

mailto:director@Muskingumcountyhistory.org
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(continued from page 2) 

 

Donated by Florence Kildow 

• Purple Heart awarded to Otto Lasure, father 

of the donor. 

• WWI Victory medal with battle clasps and 

lapel button 

• Binder of papers related to military service of 

Otto Lasure, Purple Heart proclamation, WWI 

NT. 

 

Donated by Whiten Mauk 

• Zane Trace Commemoration souvenirs, med-

als, coins and badges.  

• Mosaic Tile Company Zanesville Sesquicen-

tennial paperweight, green. 

• Pottery plaque of houses in Buchanan 

Square designed by Betsy Ross Koller. 

• Cotton tote bags with logo of Zanesville Bi-

centennial observance. 

 

Donated by Carolyn Contis 

• School souvenirs presented by Carrie Maw-

horter to her students, 1895-96, 1899-1900, 

1900-01. 

• “Souvenir of Our School” for Elliott School, 

Salt Creek twp., 1925-26. 

• Wooden box and checkers. 

• Other ephemera 

• Wool blanket, c. 1905. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donated by David Ellis 

• Carnegie Hero Medal presented to J Buchan-

an Johnson for saving the Goins family dur-

ing the 1913 flood. 

 

Donated by Theresa Flynn 

• Scrapbook of newspaper articles dealing with 

Civil Defense in Zanesville, January-July 

1942. 

• Folder of clippings, photos, ration book. 

 

Anonymous donors 

• Five Mosaic Tile Company coasters. 

• Good Samaritan Charity Circle 70th anniver-

sary clear glass vase.  

 

Donated by Jack Hanson 

• Mold used to make commemorative bottle on 

the occasion of the closing of Zanesville 

Mould. 

• Bottle made from above. 
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OPENING SOON …   

The Putnam Underground Railroad Interpretive Center is scheduled to 

open on May 1, 2019, in Zanesville’s Stone Academy Historic Site and Muse-
um.  

        The Underground Railroad was a civil rights movement, in which people took 

great personal risks, breaking the law, to help secure their own freedom or the freedom of 

others who were enslaved. The Interpretive 

Center will feature a new museum exhibit at 

the Stone Academy, UGRR resource materi-

als, an UGRR speaker’s bureau, programs 

and special events, and on-going research 

about Underground Railroad and abolitionist 

activities in Zanesville and Muskingum Coun-

ty.  

      The museum exhibit is based upon work 

assisted by a grant from the Association for 

the Study of African American Life and History 

(ASALH), funded by the Department of the In-

terior, National Park Service. Featured are lo-

cal sites that are part of the National Under-

ground Railroad Network to Freedom: two 

public buildings, the Stone Academy and the 

Putnam Presbyterian Church, and the homes of UGRR activists Albert Austin (A.A.) Guth-

rie, George & Sarah Guthrie, Major Horace & Lucinda Belknap Nye, and Nelson T. Gant. 

Also included are displays about the formation of the Ohio Anti-Slavery Society at 

an 1835 gathering in the Stone Academy, numerous visits to Putnam and Zanesville by 

Frederick Douglass (the freedom seeker from Maryland who became a great abolitionist 

and orator), the Lett Settlement (a rural enclave of free people of color in southeastern 

Muskingum County), Joshua M. Simpson (poet, composer of anti-slavery ballads, UGRR 

operative), H.C. Howells (Englishman, Quaker, abolitionist), the Hale Sisters and Betsy 

Reed, and an 1859 fugitive slave case in Zanesville. 

A special preview event is being planned for our members and their invited guests; 

details will be announced in early April.  
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THE TIMES THEY ARE 

 A-CHANGIN’ (AGAIN) 

 
Local historical societies and small muse-

ums can be resistant to change. We concentrate 

on saving the old bits and pieces of our culture 

and so it is our nature to try to preserve the sta-

tus quo but sometimes we must make changes. 

A few years ago, we realized that mass commu-

nication is no longer done with ink and a stamp 

and we started to change this newsletter from a 

printed publication to a digital one. Some of our 

members are not connected to the internet so 

we have continued to provide them with hard 

copies, but the majority of you interact with us 

on-line. This has freed us from the expense of 

paying a commercial copy shop (the few copies 

we need are run on our own machine), short-

ened the time needed to produce the finished 

product and has allowed us to use full color illus-

trations which improve the visual appeal of the 

newsletter. The move to digital has given us a 

tool we didn’t consider at the start – we now 

know the percentage of our members who click 

on the link that allows them to read the newslet-

ter. If you are reading this now, we offer our 

sincere thanks for you are in the minority. It 

turns out that only about 33% of the people who 

receive our newsletter via email follow the links 

that allow them to read it. We have no way of 

knowing how many members who are mailed 

the newsletter take the time to read it but for 

those on our email list less than 50 appear to 

read this publication. 

Part of the blame can be laid at our feet. 

In an attempt to move into the modern age, we 

have simply taken the age-old format of a print-

ed page and digitized it. When we look at other 

historical groups around the state we find that 

many have adopted completely new models that 

are designed for the digital age. The modern ap-

proach is to have a single page appear in your 

browser with the information you need laid out 

before you. If you want more information you 

can click on individual pieces. If we move to 

such a format we can provide you with more 

timely information regarding our programs, staff 

and volunteers will be able to spend more time 

or other projects and we will have a product that 

will be more inviting and encourage you to read. 

Short historical articles that have been printed in 

the newsletter can be used in Muskingum Jour-

nal where they will be a more permanent record 

of our history. 

This will all take time. It will be an adjust-

ment for you and for us as we learn how to use 

a new computer program. We do not know yet 

when we will make changes or what the final 

form will be. We would like to hear what you 

think about the changes we have already made 

and those that we have discussed. Please let us 

know what you want from us. Communicating 

with our members is important to us and we 

want to use a method that is most useful to you. 

 

HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR MEM-

BERSHIP IN MCH? 
 

Membership renewals have come in at a 

good pace and for that we say Thank You! Your 

dues help us with the expenses of maintaining 

two of Muskingum County’s oldest structures 

and the artifacts contained with them, they ena-

ble us to provide programming, including free 

museum tours for third grade students in Musk-

ingum County, and when we apply for grants, 

your membership demonstrates that we have 

community support for the work we do. 

A few of you have still not responded to 

our renewal appeals but we haven’t given up on 

you. Our second Muskingum Journal for 2018 is 

currently being printed and should be arriving at 

your home soon. We hope that it will remind you 

of one of the reasons you are a part of your 

county’s local history organization. In case you 

have misplaced your renewal card, dues are $15 

for an individual, $$30 for a family, and $10 for 

Senior Citizens and students and may be mailed 

to MCH, 115 Jefferson St., Zanesville, OH 

43701. 

As a member, you have a say in what we 

do to preserve our history and we welcome your 

comments. Are there more things that we should 

be doing to fulfill our mission? Let us know and 

let us know how you can play a part, volunteers 

are always welcome. You can contact us by call-

ing the Muskingum County History office at 740 

454-9500, you can email us at direc-

tor@muskingumcountyhistory.org, you can use 

the Contact Us button or mail icon at our web-

site, Muskingumcountyhsitory.org, you can send 

us a message at our Facebook page, or you can 

talk to any member of our Board of Trustees 

whose names are listed on page 6 of this news-

letter. 

 

mailto:director@muskingumcountyhistory.org
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A SURFEIT OF BOOKS 

In 2017 the Zanesville Times Recorder 

moved to a smaller office near Kohl’s where there 

was not enough room for their archives. They 

very graciously gave those archives to Musk-

ingum County History so that they could be pre-

served and used for years to come. Finding a new 

home for this large volume of materials has been 

a challenge and they are now housed in four lo-

cations at the Stone Academy and Dr. Increase 

Mathews House. Having these materials spread 

out has made it impossible for us to make the 

archives available for use by the general public. 

This challenge has recently been exacerbat-

ed by another gift that further strains our facili-

ties. Ohio University Zanesville is in the process 

of shrinking its library and there will be no room 

for their local history collection. Many of the 

books in this collection had formerly belonged to 

MCH but were donated to OUZ in 1973. OUZ is 

returning all of our materials plus giving us many 

more which deal with Muskingum County and 

southeastern Ohio and our volunteers are in the 

process of moving the books to our museums. 

Unlike the TR archives which are currently being 

used by some of our researchers, the OUZ mate-

rials will be kept in storage until adequate facili-

ties for their use can be obtained. This lack of 

space has been a concern of the MCH Board of 

Trustees for some time and the Director has 

spent many hours seeking a solution to the prob-

lem.  

It is our intention to make all these materi-

als available to the public but that cannot happen 

until we have adequate facilities to properly 

house, catalog and use them. When that time 

comes it will likely provide more opportunities for 

volunteers and we will keep you informed of our 

progress. 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND THANKS 

FOR OUR DONORS 
We value all our members and could not 

exist without you and the support you give us 

through your dues and the many hours of volun-

teer time you put in conducting tours and doing 

work around the museums. We do not want to 

diminish what your support means to us but we 

do want to list those people who have chosen to 

support us by giving monetary donations to 

Muskingum County History.  

Elsewhere in this newsletter we listed dona-

tions of artifacts received in 2018. Artifacts are 

one of the ways we preserve our history but arti-

facts need preserving themselves. Monetary do-

nations we receive in addition to dues or as year-

end gifts help us to preserve the collection by 

paying the utility bills, paying for archival storage 

containers and paying for conservation work. 

With the following list we thank publicly all of 

those who made monetary donations since our 

membership renewals were sent out last year. 

We apologize if we have omitted any names but 

please be assured, we greatly appreciate all the 

donations we have received. 

 

We thank: Milman & Lynn Linn, Dan Terrible, 

Beverly Moreno, Sandra Turner, Tom & Dianne 

Ischy, Tina Wickline, Shirley Henderson, Mrs. R J 

Straker, Bob Jenkins, Kay Israel, Carolyn Spen-

cer, Rob Nicholas, Charlotte Simpson, Brent & 

Susan Stubbins, Phyllis Mast, John Chalfant, 

Drew Hansen, David Buxton, Lynn Carrel, Lois 

Freeman, Paul Smith, Carol Campbell, Gary Fe-

lumlee, Susan Lewis, Mike & Stephanie Kline, 

Ann Wilson. Renee Linscott, Susan Roderick, 

Renee Show, Mary Flanagan, Jim & Loretta Moss, 

Jerrold Schaumleffel, Nancy Hodous, Richard Nei-

kirk, Charles & Marcy White, Kurt & Debbie 

White, Shirley McCallister, Christina Fulk, Larry 

Skillman, Mary Ann & Ron Bucci, Dawn Kline, 

Paul & Andy Hoffman, Cary Agajanian, Jan Cleek. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSKINGUM COUNTY HISTORY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Peter Cultice, president 

Bob Jenkins, vice-president 

Morten Bach, secretary 

Donna Taylor, treasurer   

 Ann Burkhart  Neil Denton  

 Floyd Felumlee               Gary Felumlee          

 Janet James          Devon Johnson 

 Stephanie Kline               John Lear  

 Caleb Stewart        Mitch Taylor                                                          

Sandy Turner       Mike Willey  

 


