
  

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

MUSKINGUM COUNTY HISTORY REPRESENTED AT 

NATIONAL UNDERGROUND RAILROAD  

CONFERENCE 

 

From September 11-14, 2019, the National 

Park Service, the National Underground Railroad 

Network to Freedom, as well as four other spon-

sors staged the 2019 Network to Freedom Train-

ing at Niagara University in Niagara Falls, New 

York.  Not only did I attend the conference, but 

Jim Geyer and Anita Jackson also attended.  We 

attended this Program with the idea of promoting  

 

our area, The Stone Academy; the Putnam Pres-

byterian Church; the A.A. Guthrie home; the 

George Guthrie home; the Nye-Potts home; and, 

the location of the former Third Street Bridge.  

I also spoke and presented my paper 

“Putnam, Ohio, and the Founding of the Ohio Anti

-Slavery Society.”  Putnam played a significant 

role in the anti-slavery movement in Ohio.  Not 

only was The Stone Academy used to host 114 

individuals from throughout Ohio to form and 

found The Ohio State Anti-Slavery Society in 

April, 1835, but Putnam residents such as H.C. 

Howells, A.A. Guthrie, Horace Nye and others, 

were major players in its founding and the execu-

tion of the Underground Railroad.   

On November 16, 2019, from 10:00 a.m. to 

4:00 p.m. Muskingum County History is having 

an Open House to introduce the community to 

The Stone Academy and our Underground Rail-

road exhibit in the Academy.  Muskingum County 

has much of which to be very proud.  More infor-

mation will follow.  Please mark your calendars.  

On October 15, 2019, at 6:00 p.m., I will be 

presenting a program on John McIntire at the 

John McIntire Public Library, in downtown Za-

nesville. John McIntire, one of the founders of Za-

nesville along with Johnathan Zane, is a key per-

son in history that local people  seem to have for-

gotten.  The trust John McIntire started on his 

death in 1815 is still in existence today and over 

the last five years it has provided about 

$3,249,379.00 in scholarships to 668 Zanesville 

City students.  This trust plays a tremendous role 

for Zanesville City students and has played a 

great role over the last 200 plus years.  

 

Peter  N. Cultice 

PRESIDENT MUSKINGUM COUNTY HISTORY 

HISTORICALLY SPEAKING 
Fall 2019 

The Newsletter of Muskingum County History 

MUSEUMS OF  
MUSKINGUM COUNTY HISTORY 

 
The Stone Academy Historic Site & Museum 

115 Jefferson Street 
and 

Dr. Increase Mathews House Museum 
304 Woodlawn Avenue 

Zanesville, Ohio 
Hours: Wednesday-Saturday 1:00-4:00 

Saturday 10:00 –4:00 
May through September 

 

Both museums are open to groups at other times 
by appointment.  Call the museum office at the 
Stone Academy at 740 454-9500 or contact us 

through our website  
Muskingumcountyhistory.org 

Like us on Facebook 
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WHEN GROVER CLEVELAND TURNED 

DOWN ZANESVILLE   

(and we named a Junior High School for him!) 

 

GROVER CLEVELAND     

 EXECUTIVE MANSION, June 19, 1886. 

To the Senate: 

I return without approval Senate bill No. 206, enti-

tled “An act to provide for the erection of a public build-

ing in the city of Zanesville, Ohio.” 

No Federal courts are held in Zanesville, and 

there are no Government officers located there who 

should be provided for at the public expense except the 

postmaster. 

So far as I am informed the patrons of the post-

office are fairly well accommodated in a building which 

is rented by the Government at the rate of $800 per an-

num; and though the postmaster naturally certifies that 

he and his fourteen employees require much more spa-

cious surroundings, I nave no doubt he and they can be 

induced to continue to serve the Government in its pre-

sent quarters. 

The public buildings now in process of construc-

tion, numbering 80, involving constant supervision, are 

all the building projects which the Government ought to 

have on hand at one time, unless a very palpable necessi-

ty exists for an increase in the number. The multiplica-

tion of these structures involves not only the appropria-

tions made for their completion, but great expense in 

their care and preservation thereafter. 

While a fine Government building is a desirable 

ornament to any town or city, and while the securing of 

an appropriation therefor is often considered as an illus-

tration of zeal and activity in the interest of a constituen-

cy, I am of the opinion that the expenditure of public 

money for such a purpose should depend upon the ne-

cessity of such a building for public uses. 

In the case under consideration I have no doubt 

the Government can be well accommodated for some 

time to come in all its business relations with the people 

of Zanesville by renting quarters, at less expense than 

the annual cost of maintaining the proposed new build-

ing after its completion. 

 

GROVER CLEVELAND 

 

 

 
(Taken from A Compilation of the Messages and Papers of the 
Presidents 1789-1897, Volume VIII by James D Richardson, 
1899. One of the many books given to MCH by Ohio Universi-
ty-Zanesville. Zanesville finally received its new post office 
with the opening of the Beaux Arts style building on the cor-
ner of 5th and South Streets in June 1906.) 

 

At the time of Grover Cleveland’s letter in 1886, the Zanesville post office was at the southwest corner of N 5th Street and Foun-

tain Alley as shown in this 1886 Sanborn Insurance Company map. (map accessed at Library of Congress website, loc.gov) 



3 

UGRR WALKING TOURS: A POPULAR 
“OPENING ACT” FOR MOVIE NIGHTS 

AT RESTORATION PARK 
 

Interpretive UGRR programs now 
available free of charge for  

community groups 
 

The Putnam UGRR Interpretive Center now 

offers programs about the Underground Railroad 

free of charge to school and community groups. 

Each program uses local events and experiences 

to help tell the story of America’s first civil rights 

movement. This new outreach initiative is fund-

ed, in part, by a grant form the Muskingum 

County Community Foundation.  

Nearly 100 individuals, including many 

families, participated in eight guided UGRR walk-

ing tours offered in conjunction with the three 

summer movies shown at Restoration Park.  

Each tour featured walk-by visits to four of Put-

nam’s Network to Freedom sites; the Horace 

and Lucinda Nye House on Adams Street, the 

A.A. Guthrie House, the George Guthrie House, 

and the Putnam Presbyterian Church. The July 

and August tours included the interior of the 

church. Interpreters for the tours were MCH 

President Peter Cultice and Director Jim Geyer.  

In addition to the movie night tours, UGRR 

interpretive programs were prepared and pre-

sented for groups from East Muskingum Middle 

School, the Newark Ski Club, Muskingum Uni-

versity, and the Cambridge Rotary Club. To 

schedule an individually designed program for 

your church, school, or community group, call 

the office at 740-454-9500 or contact us at in-

fo@muskingumcountyhistory.org.  

The new UGRR Interpretive Center also 

offers itineraries and step-on guide services for 

motor coach tour operators. The first such motor 

coach (56 visitors from the Pittsburgh area) vis-

ited the Stone Academy and Zanesville’s other 

Network to Freedom sites, including the Nelson 

Gant Homestead, on September 10th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSEUM SEASON COMES TO AN END 
Summer is now over, although warm tem-

peratures hang on, and both of our museums 

are now closed for the season. Walk-up visita-

tion was down this year, something experienced 

by other museums in the area, but during the 

year we had the pleasure of taking many school 

groups through our museums, we participated in 

the Movie Night in the Park programs, we pre-

sented author Tom Harvey speaking about his 

book Seeing the Elephant: One Man’s Return to 

the Horrors of the Civil War, we provided a 

meeting space for the newly formed neighbor-

hood association, Friends of Putnam, we contin-

ued to provide a venue for the monthly meeting 

of the Muskingum County Civil War 

Roundtable, a relationship that goes back many 

years, and Museum Director Jim Geyer and MCH 

President Pete Cultice left the confines of the 

museums to present programs to the public. 

Even though regular hours are suspended until 

spring, we will still try to accommodate requests 

for group tours. To schedule a tour during the 

off-season please call the Muskingum County 

History Office at 740 454-9500. 

Some special events are still scheduled for 

this year including the formal introduction of our 

new Abolition/Underground Railroad exhibit at 

the Stone Academy and special open houses at 

the Dr. Increase Mathews House in December. 

When we have more details, we will notify you 

by email, snail mail and with posts on our Face-

book page. Following us on Facebook is the best 

way to stay informed about special events and is 

a way to have a daily dose of Muskingum County 

history delivered to your computer. 

   

mailto:info@muskingumcountyhistory.org
mailto:info@muskingumcountyhistory.org
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WE WANT TO STAY IN TOUCH 

Communicating with our member is im-

portant to us and we continue to try to find the 

best method to do so. Newsletters have the ad-

vantage of being a familiar medium and they 

can be disseminated using email, our preferred 

method, or by printing and mailing to those 

members who do not have email accounts. We 

had long operated under the assumption that 

most of our members read our newsletters but 

the same program that allows us to send them 

out digitally also shows us that most of the 

emailed newsletters are never opened. To try to 

reach as many people as possible with timely 

information we are going to use a schedule of a 

printed or emailed newsletter, such as this one, 

in the spring and fall with emailed notices on an 

as-needed basis between. Our goal is to keep 

you informed of activities, programs, and new 

developments so that you can feel that you are 

a part of Muskingum County History. We exist to 

preserve the history of Muskingum County and 

we want you to be involved in that work. If we 

do not have your email address, please send it 

to us at director@muskingumcountyhistory.org. 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Save These Dates 

 

Muskingum County History Meets the 

Arts 

Stone Academy, 115 Jefferson Street, Zanesville 

Saturday October 12 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Sunday October 13 Noon - 4:00 PM 

Artists working in various media will exhibit 

their work giving you the opportunity to sup-

port the local artists community by making 

purchases for yourself or to give to friends. 

 

Inaugural Stone Academy  

Underground Railroad Symposium 

Stone Academy, 115 Jefferson Street, Zanesville 

Saturday, November 16th, 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Activities include the dedication of the new 

UGRR Interpretive Center, presentations 

throughout the day about local UGRR and 

Abolitionist topics, and a museum open house. 

Open to the public free of charge. 

 

Members Only Gathering 

at the Stone Academy 

Stone Academy, 115 Jefferson Street, Zanesville 

Sunday, November 17th, 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Included will be a social hour with special des-

sert selections, a program about the national 

significance of the Stone Academy, and a brief 

business meeting. A more detailed description 

of the event, including the meeting agenda, 

will be mailed to members early in November. 

 

Holiday Open House at the Mathews 

House:  Here We Come A ’Caroling 

Dr. Increase Mathews House Museum, 304 Wood-

lawn Avenue, Zanesville 

Saturdays in December (7th, 14th, and 21st) 

from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM  

Live music, museum tours, and special selec-

tions from our museum store for holiday 

shopping 

 

 

 

MUSKINGUM COUNTY HISTORY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

Peter Cultice, president 

Bob Jenkins, vice-president 

Morten Bach, secretary 

Donna Taylor, treasurer   

Anita Jackson         Ann Burkhart 

 Neil Denton           Gary Felumlee          

  Floyd Felumlee             Janet James          

   Devon Johnston              Stephanie Kline                   

John Lear           Caleb Stewart             

Mitch Taylor               Sandy Turner 

Mike Willey 

 

Contact any member of the Board of Trustees with your 


