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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL UNDERGROUND RAILROAD NETWORK TO FREEDOM 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
Type (pick one):  _X__ Site  ___ Facility ___ Program   

 

Name (of what you are nominating): A. A. Guthrie House 

 

Address:  405 Woodlawn Avenue 

 

City, State, Zip:  Zanesville, Ohio 43701 

 

County:   Muskingum     Congressional District: Ohio 18th 

 

Physical Location of Site/facility (if different): 

 

Date Submitted: July 14, 2011 

 

Summary:  Tell us in 200 words or less what is being nominated and how it is connected to the 

Underground Railroad. 
 

Built in 1830, the federal style house located in Putnam, Ohio (now Zanesville) was home to Albert Austin 

Guthrie, who was described as being “among the bravest and most fearless conductors” on the 

Underground Railroad
 1
  Born in Washington County, Ohio  on January 9, 1803, Guthrie  came to the 

Putnam at the age of thirteen. He along with his brothers, George and Stephen, became active members of 

the abolitionist movement and participants in the Underground Railroad. He was known as an “an efficient 

and successful anti-slavery lecturer, in this and adjoining counties” and “among the earliest and most ardent 

advocates of immediate emancipation, when almost the entire sentiment of the community on the slavery 

question was against him.”
2
 

 

The house, an example of Putnam Antebellum architecture, underwent extensive alterations after the Civil 

War. The house is listed on the National Register as part of Zanesville’s Putnam Historic District for “… 

the significant role that Putnam residents and institutions played in the Ohio debate about the abolition of 

slavery and the activity of sheltering fugitive slaves in the years prior to the Civil War.”
3
 The house is 

currently a private residence, owned by Mike and Monica Willey.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1
 Dr. H.S. Nye, “Letter to Wilbur Siebert,” Wilbur H. Siebert Collection [microfilm] (Columbus: Ohio 

Historical Society), reel 11.  
2
 J.F. Everhart, History of Muskingum County (Columbus, OH: J.F. Everhart, 1882), 154. 

3
  NHR Nomination Form, Section 8, page 3.The National Historic Register form was amended in 2003 to 

included Abolition and Underground Railroad. It was at this time the A.A. Guthrie Home was included in 

the district. 

FOR NATIONAL PARK SERVICE USE ONLY 

I hereby certify that this ___ site ___ facility ___ program is included in the Network to 

Freedom. 

 

 

__________________________________   _________________ 

Signature of certifying official/Title    Date 
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Owner/Manager   (Share contact information _x__Y  ___ N) 

Name: Mike and Monica Willey 

 

Address: 405 Woodlawn Avenue 

 

City, State, Zip: Zanesville, Ohio 43701 

 

Phone: 740-452-9701   Fax:  E-mail: aaguthriehouse@sbcglobal.net 

Owner/Manager   (Share contact information ___Y  ___ N) 

Name: 

 

Address: 

 

City, State, Zip: 

 

Phone:    Fax:    E-mail: 

Owner/Manager   (Share contact information___Y  ___ N) 

Name: 

 

Address: 

 

City, State, Zip: 

 

Phone:    Fax:    E-mail: 

Application Preparer (Enter only if different from contact above.)   (Share contact information _x__Y  ___ N) 

Name: James Geyer 

 

Address: 115 Jefferson Street 

 

City, State, Zip:  Zanesville, Ohio 43701 

 

Phone: 740-454-9500   Fax: 740-454-950  E-mail:phsomc@sbcglobal.net 

 

Privacy Information:  The Network to Freedom was established, in part, to facilitate sharing of 

information among those interested in the Underground Railroad.  Putting people in contact with others 

who are researching related topics, historic events, or individuals or who may have technical expertise or 

resources to assist with projects is one of the most effective means of advancing Underground Railroad 

commemoration and preservation.  Privacy laws designed to protect individual contact information (i.e., 

home or personal addresses, telephone numbers, fax numbers, or e-mail addresses), may prevent NPS from 

making these connections.  If you are willing to be contacted by others working on Underground Railroad 

activities and to receive mailings about Underground Railroad-related events, please add a statement to 

your letter of consent indicating what information you are willing to share. 

 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Park 

Service’s National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom to nominate properties, facilities, and programs to the 

Network to Freedom.  A Federal agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a 

collection of information unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number.  Response to this request is required 

for inclusion in the Network to Freedom in accordance with the National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom 

Act (P.L. 105-203). 

 

Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 25 hours per response 

including time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  

Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the National Coordinator, National 

Underground Railroad Network to Freedom, NPS, 601 Riverfront Drive, Omaha, Nebraska 68102. 
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SITES: 

 
In addition to the responses to each question, applications must also include the following attachments: 

1) Letters of consent from all property owners for inclusion in the Network to Freedom (see sample 

in instructions) 

2) Text and photographs of all site markers 

3) Original photographs illustrating the current appearance and condition of the site being nominated 

4) Maps showing the location of the site 

 

S1.  Type: 

_x__ Building  ___ Object   ___ District (neighborhood) 

 

___ Structure  ___ Landscape/natural feature ___ Archeological site 

 

___ Other (describe): 

 

S2.  Is the site listed in the National Register of Historic Places?  _x__Y   ___ N 

  What is the listing name: part of the Putnam Historic District in Zanesville, Ohio 

 

S3.  Ownership of site: 

_x__ Private   ___ Private, non-profit (501c3)  ___ Multiple ownership  

 

___ Public, local government ___ Public, state government ___ Public, federal government 

 

S4a.  Type(s) of Underground Railroad Association (select the one(s) that fit best) 

___ Station __x_ Assoc. w/ prominent person  ___ Rebellion site ___ Legal challenge  

 

___ Escape ___ Rescue   ___ Kidnapping  ___ Maroon community 

 

___ Destination  ___ Church w/active congregation ___ Cemetery  ___ Transportation route 

 

___ Military site ___ Commemorative site/monument  ____historic district/neighborhood  

 

___ Archeological site ___ Other (describe)  

 

S4.  Describe the site’s association and significance to the Underground Railroad.  Provide citations.  

Timelines are encouraged. 

 

The A.A. Guthrie House, listed in the National Register of Historic Places as part of the Putnam Historic 

District of Zanesville, was the home of one of the community’s most active anti-slavery residents and 

Underground Railroad participants. 

 

Albert Austin Guthrie was born on July 9, 1803 in Washington County, Ohio. He received little schooling 

as “he was obliged to work on the farm for eight months of the year.” However, he educated himself by 

“general reading and observation of the world.”
4
 At the age of thirteen, he moved to Putnam to work in his 

brother Julius’s store, in which he later became a partner.
5
  As a merchant, he would rise to become one of 

Putnam’s leading citizens, playing a critical role in the development of many of the town’s institutions, 

including the Underground Railroad.  

                                                 
4
 Stephen H. Guthrie, A Sketch of Stephen Guthrie, Senior, and his Children: A Pioneer Family of the Ohio 

Land Company of 1787 (Zanesville, OH: n.s. 1891), 23. 
5
 Julius C. Guthrie was a member of Putnam  Presbyterian Church and attended the monthly prayer meeting 

for the abolition of slavery, but there is no evidence that he participated in the Underground Railroad. 
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Albert’s brother, Stephen who was also involved (although not named by Siebert), wrote the following 

concerning the brothers’ (which included another brother George) involvement in the Underground 

Railroad: 

 

We repudiated the infamous law in every way. If a poor bondsman came to us fleeing by the 

twinkling light of the north star to the realms of liberty where no slave could breathe air, we can 

say, and thank God for it, he never asked in vain. We have helped many on their way to Canada, 

and as far as we know it, no slave was ever taken and returned to bondage from here. Out 

Underground Railroad was safe and sure, and no train was ever ditched or run of the track. And 

the blessing of freedmen in Canada has been wafted to us from that land of liberty many times to 

cheer our hearts.
6
 

 

Siebert referred to A.A. Guthrie as “the most fearless station agent and conductor.”
7
  Guthrie was named in 

several of the correspondences that Siebert received inquiring into Underground Railroad activity. Rev. T. 

M. Steavenson from Marietta, Ohio wrote that “At Putnum: The Buckinghams and the Guthries were 

principal U.G.R.R. rich folks they were, they were new school Presbyterians.”
8
  

 

Dr. H.S. Nye of Putnam in the postscript of a letter to Siebert wrote of Guthrie and others. He said, “Major 

Horace Nye, A.A. Guthrie, Mathew Gillespie, Levi Whipple were among the bravest and most fearless 

conductors. All honor them and their like and may be written testimony to their memory never be effaced!” 

Dr. Nye was no stranger to Underground Railroad activity himself. In the same correspondence, he 

recounts an incident that occurred when he was practicing medicine in Bloomington, Fayette County, in 

which he was called to give medical attention to a freedom seeker who had been “poisoned by the wild vine 

on his way through the woods.”
9
  

 

Thomas Williams of Pennsville (located in Morgan County, OH), who along with his brother Enoch had 

inherited working on the Underground Railroad from their father “Quaker Isaac” Williams, named Guthrie 

as a participant. In an interview, Williams discussed that Guthrie had been an accomplice in the escape of 

sixteen freedom seekers in June 1842.  In this particular incident, the Williams were escorting the group 

from George Parson’s barn. However, due to “lack of horses” the party had been forced to separate, eight 

going on horseback and eight on foot. The eight going on foot got lost in the storm and had to return to the 

barn, but in a couple of days reunited with the rest of the party. In the meantime, Thomas L. Gray had sent 

word to Guthrie to meet the party “five miles south of town.” They “met in the woods on the creek 

bottom,..where the Putnam party took charge.” Upon arriving in Putnam, “the fugitives were put in a coal 

bank, and hid for three weeks” and then they “were sent on by train to Cleveland.”
10

     

 

Hudson Champlin Ward, writing from Columbus, Ohio on September 10, 1895 recounted that while he was 

working as a clerk in the general store, “Guthrie, Buckingham and Co.,” of which “Austin Albert Guthrie 

was the senior man,” fugitive slaves would come to the back door of the store where Ward was sleeping at 

the time. According to Ward, “Mr. Guthrie would supply them with shoes or clothing there, whatever they 

needed, and then the fugitives were taken right on.” Ward in his correspondence tells how the fugitives that 

came were brought in from Deavertown, a known Underground Railroad stop and where Albert’s brother, 

                                                 
6
 Guthrie, A Sketch of Stephen Guthrie, 26-27. 

7
 Siebert, Mysteries of the Underground Railroad Mysteries of the Ohio Underground Railroad (Columbus, 

OH: Long’s Bookstore, 1951), 217. 
8
 Rev. T. M. Steavenson, “Letter to Wilbur Siebert,” 22 August 1892. Wilbur H. Siebert Collection 

[microfilm] (Columbus: Ohio Historical Society), reel 11.  
9
 Dr. H.S. Nye, “Letter to Wilbur Siebert”, 24 June 1893. Wilbur H. Siebert Collection [microfilm] 

(Columbus: Ohio Historical Society), reel 11.   
10

 Interview with Thomas Williams, 7 May 1895. Wilbur H. Siebert Collection [microfilm] (Columbus: 

Ohio Historical Society), reel 11. See also, Siebert, Mysteries , 202. 
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Ersastus, was an Underground Railroad operator until he left in 1850.
11

  According to Ward fugitive slaves 

would be brought from Deavertown to Putnam by “some colored man” in a “covered wagon.”
12

 

 

It was not unusual for Guthrie to work in concert with African Americans. According to brother Stephen, 

Albert and his brothers often worked with the county’s African American residents, including William 

Harris who also resided in Putnam.
13

  In another recorded incident, Guthrie and his wife helped hide a 

female freedom seeker and “her four children in the attic of a colored townsman in 1852.”
14

 Recalling the 

incident, Stephen wrote: 

 

In the month of August when the corn was in the milk and fit for roasting, the slaves commenced 

coming. Our work was done by our colored friends, and never was our trust or confidence 

betrayed. At one time in 1852, we had a poor woman with four small children hid in the loft of a 

colored man here, when the slavehunters passed within one hundred yards of them. A friend slyly 

informed them of an old abandoned coal mine upon the top of Putnam Hill, and said it was quite 

possible the fugitives were hidden there. The slaveholders took the hint, and while they were 

groping their way underground, the woman and the children were removed to a place of safety…
15

 

 

According to the rest of the story the women and children were sent along in “large store boxes” (which the 

Guthries would have had access to as operators of a general store) and made their way to Canada.  

 

Guthrie’s home, which was referred to “as the center of hospitality and of intellectual life”
16

 was also 

believed to have played a role in Underground Railroad activity, having been used as a place to hide 

freedom seekers. Most of the stories relating to Underground Railroad in the home are part of the family’s 

oral history tradition. In a 1944 interview, Mrs. Effingham Sturges, who was living in the Guthrie Home 

and related to the Guthries by marriage, told a reporter “when his three daughters were told to go down the 

back stairway in the morning, they knew that runaway slaves were hidden in the front hall.” She went on to 

recount that slaves who stayed the night were concealed in the attic.
17

 While this information is difficult to 

corroborate, it is known that slaves were sometimes concealed in the attic of Albert’s brother George’s 

house. In an unpublished autobiography, George Guthrie’s wife wrote, “I well remember hiding three 

children in our attic over one Sabbath while their owners were riding through the street in pursuit.”
18

  If one 

brother used his home as a hiding place, it is conceivable that the other brother probably used his when the 

circumstances demanded.  

 

A.A. Guthrie’s involvement in the Underground Railroad was an outgrowth of his participation in the 

abolitionist movement. According to his brother Stephen, “In the year 1834 the agitation of the anti-slavery 

question spread abroad through the land. Brother Austin became interested, took decided ground against 

                                                 
11

 When Erastus left Deavertown, he moved to Malta where he continued his work on the Underground 

Railroad. Guthrie brothers Stephen and George had previously resided in Deavertown, but left in 1837. See 

Siebert, Mysteries of the Uderground Railroad, 205.  
12

 Hudson Champlin Ward, “Letter to Wilbur Siebert,” 10 September 1895. Ward began working at the 

store located on Main Street in 1847. 
13

 Norris F. Schneider, “Zanesville Rioters Attacked Putnam Conductors of the Underground Railroad,” 

Zanesville News, 17 October 1943. Harris lived behind the Presbyterian Church in Putnam. See also 

Stephen H. Guthrie, A Sketch of Stephen Guthrie, 27. A 
14

 Siebert, Mysteries of Ohio’s Underground Railroads, 218. Siebert cites a newspaper article, but does not 

give its title or date. However, it seems the article is “Zanesville Rioters Attacked Putnam Conductors of 

the Underground Railroad.” 
15

 Guthrie, A Sketch of Stephen Guthrie, 28. 
16

 Ibid., 29. 
17

 Norris F. Schneider, “Fugitive Slaves Once Found Haven in Attic of Woodlawn Av. House,” Zanesville 

Times-Signal, 2 July1944. 
18

 Schneider, “Zanesville Rioters Attacked” 
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the encroachments of the slave power, and advocated the cause of the slave and his right to 

emancipation.”
19

  

 

 In 1835, A.A. Guthrie assisted with preparations for the 1835 Ohio Abolitionist Society State Convention 

that was scheduled to take place later that year. The preparation meeting was initially to be held at the 

Stone Putnam Academy, however, when a mob broke up the meeting, it was at Guthrie’s house the meeting 

continued. Goodsel Buckingham who was in attendance writes: 

 

 The first abolitionist lecture I ever attended was at the old stone house in Putnam in 1835, when  

 T.D. Weld delivered a course of lectures. A mob came over from Zanesville and broke up our 

 meeting  ... I arose and urged the audience to be calm and remain, but in vain. We were hurried 

 downstairs, and  I walked out arm in arm with Weld until we reached the gate, when the mob 

separated us. We went to A.A. Guthrie’s.
20

  

 

As a result of his participation, A.A. Guthrie’s home was threatened with arson by Zanesville’s pro-slavery 

townspeople. These threats were not taken lightly and Guthrie’s home along with the homes of Major Nye 

and Mr. Howells were “for some time had been guarded by friends.”
21

 Undaunted, later that year Guthrie 

served as a delegate from Muskingum County at the convention. Guthrie also became an anti-slavery 

lecturer. 

 

Guthrie’s opposition to the Fugitive Slave Law was not something he merely expressed by his clandestine 

activities on the Underground Railroad. In 1859, Zanesville was the site of a fugitive slave case. William 

Jackson, a freedom seeker, was arrested by U.S. Marshal Cox and after going before the courts was sent 

back into slavery.
22

 After which Guthrie proposed to donate to the Bible Society, Bibles “to be by them 

distributed as Mr. Cox can obtain signatures of respectable citizens to the following declaration, viz: “The 

Undersigned citizens of  Muskingum Co, hereby declare their readiness to aid Marshal Cox in catching 

runaway negroes according to the provisions of the Fugitive Slave Law.”
23

  Guthrie knew all too well when 

he made the proposition that Cox would have little success if undertook such an endeavor because it had 

been reported that “the only practical result of the proceeding aside from sending a human being into life-

long bondage, was the disgust it inspired in the bosom of all intelligent and well-disposed people for an 

institution that required such disgraceful proceedings to sustain it…”
24

  

 

Guthrie was also a member of the Putnam Presbyterian Church, which had strong ties to abolitionism. The 

church’s congregation was anti-slavery, having separated from the Zanesville Presbyterian Church over this 

issue. The church’s first pastor was William Beecher, brother of Harriet Beecher Stowe. When Stowe 

visited in 1837, in a letter to her husband, she reported that half of Putnam’s residents were abolitionists.
25

  

Many of Putnam’s other Underground Railroad operators were also members of the church including 

Alvah Buckingham, Levi Whipple, Major Horace Nye, and his wife Lucinda Belknap Nye.
26

 

                                                 
19

 Guthrie, A Sketch of Stephen Guthrie, 23. 
20

 Goodsel Buckingham, Autobiography of G. Buckingham (New York: Wymkoop and Hallenbeck, 1884). 
21

 J.F. Everhart, History of Muskingum County (Columbus, OH: J.F Everhart, 1882), 147. Also see 

Schneider, “The Stone Academy Faces Abolition Rage.” 
22

 Siebert, Mysteries of the Underground Railroad, 218. “Another Fugitive Slave Case in Zanesville,” 

Frederick Douglass’ Paper, 13 May 1859. 
23

 “Deacon Cox has the Opportunity to Circulate the Scriptures,” Ohio Repository, 6 September 1859. This 

article was quoted from the Zanesville Courier, but the Zanesville issue could not be located. 
24

 “The Fugitive Slave Case in Zanesville,” The New York Herald Tribune, 10 May 1859. This article was 

quoted by the Zanesville Courier, but this issue could not be located. 
25

 Charles Stowe, The Life of Harriet Beecher Stowe (Boston: Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 1890), 87. Also 

see, Norris F. Schneider, Y Bridge City: The Story of Zanesville and Muskingum County, Ohio (Cleveland: 

World Publishing Co, 1950),  202. 
26

 Wilbur H. Siebert, The Underground Railroad from Slavery to Freedom (New York: Mac Millian Co: 

1898). All but Lucinda were listed were listed by Siebert as Underground Railroad “operators” in 
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It was probably because of his abolitionist ties that he was appointed revenue collector for the 13
th

 District 

of Ohio in 1862 by Salmon P. Chase, who was then Secretary of the Treasury. Chase, too, was active in the 

abolitionist and Underground Railroad. He was a lawyer in several fugitive slave cases. In the letter 

regarding the appointment, Chase wrote, “Now and then I have the pleasure of calling into public service 

without expectation or solicitation, a man with such integrity and capacity that his appointment  honors the 

office. Among these instances it gives me real pleasure to place your appointment that the President has 

kindly made at your instance.”
27

 

         

A.A. Guthrie resided in the house until his death in 1874. Upon his death, the Bangor Daily Whig and 

Courier reported that he was “one of the original anti-Slavery agitators of Ohio.”
28

 Guthrie is buried in 

Woodlawn Cemetery which “he designed and dedicated.”
29

 

 

S5.  Provide a history of the site since its time of significance to the Underground Railroad, including 

physical changes, changes in ownership or use. 

 

1874   A.A. Guthrie lived in the house until his death . 

 

c. 1900 The brick exterior walls of the house are covered in stucco. Some sources say 1901. 

 

1901  Esther Silvey , A.A. Guthrie’s daughter, lives in the home until her death, at which time 

the house had been in the family for 71 years.  Her nephew, Guthrie King, inherits the 

house and sells it to Effingham Sturges, the great nephew of Mrs. A.A. Guthrie. 

 

1944 An article dated July 2 that appeared in the Zanesville Signal-Times contains the 

following description of the home:  “Although the exterior walls were covered with 

stucco in 1900, the interior remains unchanged even the little room in the attic in which 

escaping slaves were concealed as they traveled along the Underground Railroad to 

Canada.”
30

 

 

c. 1950 Mrs. Effingham Sturges dies and the house is sold. 

 

c. ? The house is converted into three rental units.  

 

2003 The amendment to the National Register nomination contains the following description 

of the house: 

It is a masonry structure with stucco wall surface and measures four by three 

bays with a gabled roofline; double interior end chimneys on the east side and a 

single interior end chimney on the west side; six-over-six windows, two 

entrances with transoms; and later Italianate detailing including decorative eave 

brackets and Eastlake front and side porches. A two-story wing is located at the 

rear of the building.
31

 

 

                                                                                                                                                 
Muskingum County. However, Siebert rarely mentions the wives as conductors. Lucinda was very involved 

in abolitionist activities. She served as the president of the county’s Female Anti-Slavery Association, 

organized in 1836. So there is little doubt that if her husband and her home were involved, she too, would 

have been. 
27

 Guthrie, A Sketch of Stephen Guthrie, 29. 
28

 17 February 1874. 
29

 Schneider, “Fugitive Slaves Once Found Haven.” For a more extensive discussion of A.A. Guthrie’s role 

in the cemetery, see Guthrie, A Sketch of Stephen Guthrie, 29. 
30

 Ibid. 
31

 NHR Nomination Form, Section 7, page 1. 
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2005 The home is purchased by Mike and Monica Wiley, the current owners of the home. The 

Wileys have converted the home back into a single-family dwelling and have begun 

restoration. 

 

In 1901, the house was inherited by Esther’s nephew, Guthrie King who sells the house to Effingham 

Sturges the great nephew of Mrs. A.A. Guthrie. 

 

Built in the federal style in 1830, The A.A. Guthrie House was built in the federal style in 1830. It is a solid 

example of Putnam Ante Bellum architecture. After the Civil War the house was extensively altered; the 

nicely detailed porch dates from that renovation. It is masonry structure with stucco wall surfaces (added 

around the turn of the century by Mr. Effingham Sturges) and measures four by three bays with a gabled 

roofline; double interior end chimneys on the east side and a single interior end chimney on the west side; 

six-over-six windows, two entrances with transoms; and later Italianate detailing including decorative eave 

brackets and Eastlake front and side porches. A two story wing is located at the rear of the building. 

 

S6.  Describe current educational programs, tours, markers, signs, brochures, site bulletins, or plaques at 

the site.  Include text and photographs of markers. 

 

The building is currently used as a private residence.. 

 

S7.  Include a bibliography.  Discuss historical sources of information and how you used them. 

 

Buckingham, Goodsel. Autobiography of G. Buckingham. New York: Wynkoop and Hallenbeck, 1884.  

 

In the 1830s, after experiencing a religious conversion, Goodsel Buckingham became an  

abolitionist. His autobiography gives an account of the lecture Theodore Weld gave in Putnam in  

preparation for the Ohio Antislavery State Convention in 1835. According to Buckingham, this  

was the first abolitionist lecture he ever attended. He gives an account of the violence that erupted 

between Putnam and Zanesville as a result of the lecture. Buckingham would go on to become an 

antislavery lecturer throughout Ohio. With Weld‘s assistance he wrote an antislavery tract arguing 

that the Bible was not in support of slavery. He also unsuccessfully ran twice for public offices as 

an antislavery candidate.  

 

Everhart, J. F. History of Muskingum County with Illustrations and Biographical Sketches of Prominent  

Men and Pioneers. JF. Everhart & Co., 1882  

 

The Everhart work was compilation of earlier material. He specifically mentions relying on  

articles written by Elijah Hart Church and Addison Kingsbury‘s Retrospection. He also relied 

heavily on public records.  

 

 Guthrie, Stephen. H. A Sketch of Stephen Guthrie, Senior, and his Children: A Pioneer Family of the Ohio  

Land Company of 1787. Zanesville, OH: n.s., 1891.  

 

This Sketch contains information about abolitionism in Putnam, including the Ohio Antislavery  

Convention of 1835. Guthrie also provides information on the Underground Railroad activity of  

the Guthrie family. While Siebert lists only A.A. Guthrie (Stephen‘s brother) as being involved,  

Stephen mentions himself and another brother named Erastus who lived in Morgan County, OH.  

 

National Register of Historic Places. Putnam Historic District. 75001511  

 

The Putnam Historic District was originally listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 

1976. In 2003 the nomination was amended to include Underground Railroad Activity. The 

nomination gives an account of Putnam properties involved in abolition and the Underground 

Railroad. Among the properties listed, is the A.A. Guthrie House  
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Schneider, Norris F. “Fugitive Slaves Once Found Haven in Attic of Woodlawn Av. House,” Zanesville 

Times-Signal, 2 July1944. 

Norris Schneider was a Zanesville High School English teacher hired by the Zanesville Publishing  

Company to write columns about local history for the Signal and Times Recorder. While his  

columns relied heavily on the works of earlier local historians his passion for his work often  

produced new insights to previous accounts. This article looks at the history of the A.A. Guthrie 

House and Albert’s involvement in the Underground Railroad. 

 

Schneider, Norris F. Y Bridge City: The Story of Zanesville and Muskingum County, Ohio. Cleveland: The  

World Publishing Co., 1950.  

 

Y Bridge City was originally to be a compilation of Schneider’s earlier writing but instead was 

written as a general survey of Zanesville and Muskingum County history. He also served as 

president of the Pioneer and Historical Society of Muskingum County for many years. His papers 

are currently in the holdings of the Ohio Historical Society. The book contains the history of 

Putnam, including a discussion  the anti-slavery activities and 

A.A. Guthrie.  

 
Schneider, Norris F. “Zanesville Rioters Attacked Putnam Conductors of Underground Railroad”. 

Zanesville News, 17 October 1943.  

 

This article discusses the attacks from Zanesville on the Antislavery Conventions. He also  

identifies Putnam residents who participated in the conventions and their connection to the  

Underground Railroad. In the article, he mentions an unpublished autobiography of Mrs. George  

Guthrie, which details both her and her husband‘s involvement in the Underground Railroad.  

However, this autobiography could not be located.  He also makes extensive reference to Stephen 

Guthrie’s Senior, and his Children: A Pioneer Family of the Ohio Land Company of 1787. 

  

Sheppard, Thomas J. “An Abolition Center,” Ohio Archaeology and Historical Society 19 (July 1910):  

266-269.  

 

This article includes information the settling of Putnam. According to Sheppard, abolitionism  

played a central role in Putnam‘s development. In the article, he relates the violence that  

surrounded abolitionist activities including the lecture of Theodore Weld and the Ohio Antislavery  

Conventions of 1835 and 1839. 

 

Siebert, Wilbur. The Underground Railroad: From Slavery to Freedom. NY: Macmillan Company,  

1898.  

 

In an appendix, Siebert lists those involved in the Underground Railroad organized by county and  

state. The listings from Muskingum County include the following residents of Putnam: 

A.A. Guthrie, Alva Buckingham, Levi Whipple, and Major Horace Nye.  

 

Siebert, Wilbur. Mysteries of Ohio’s Underground Railroad. Columbus: Long‘s Bookstore, 1951.  

 

Seibert includes Putnam on his “Ohio’s Underground Trails.”  Section 4, includes “Zanesville vs.  

Putnam, Muskingum County,” which gives information on routes from Deavertown to Putnam,  

the Ohio State Abolitionist Conventions of 1835 and 1839, Abolitionism in Putnam including  

Underground Railroad activity,  and a Zanesville Fugitive Slave Case.  

 

Siebert, Wilbur. Wilbur Siebert Collection [microfilm].Columbus, OH: Ohio State Historical Society.  

 

The collection contains correspondence, notes, manuscripts, student papers, maps, and  
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photographs  related to the Underground Railroad. Roll 11 of the microfilm collection contains  

information regarding Putnam‘s involvement in the Underground Railroad. Contains  

correspondence from others involved attesting to the participation of the Buckingham‘s, Guthrie‘s,  

and Nye‘s in the Underground Railroad.  

 

  
S8.  Describe any local, state, or federal historic designation, records, signage, or plaques at the site. 

 

The house is on the National Register as part of the Putnam Historic District. There is currently no signage 

 

S9.  Is the site open to the public?  Describe accessibility conditions.  

 

The site is currently a private residence and is not open to the public. 

 

S10.  Describe the nature and objectives of any partnerships that have contributed to the documentation, 

preservation, commemoration, or interpretation of the site. 

 

The Pioneer Historical Society of Muskingum, of which owner Mike Wiley is a member, has been 

instrumental in the completion of this application. 

 

S11.  Additional data or comments.  (Optional) 


